Grace Lutheran Church
3010 52nd St. Des Moines, Iowa 50310

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
July 24, 2011
9:00 a.m.
The Mission of Grace Lutheran Church is to bring the good news of
God's saving grace, through Jesus Christ's life, death and resurrection
to all to be free to be the people of God.

Welcome to Worship at Grace Lutheran Church
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania
Prelude
Partita on “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” Spong
(Please prepare for worship through quiet reflection and meditation)
Confession and Forgiveness
P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Hymn

“What Is This Place”

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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#524

Kyrie
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Canticle of Praise
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray…
C: Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection
of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy.
By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life
that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
sit
The Lesson
Romans 8:26-39
These words celebrate the depth of God's actions for us. Through
Christ's death for us and the activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are
fused to God's love poured out in Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even death
itself, is able to separate us from such incredible divine love.
26

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how
to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep
for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind
of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the
will of God. 28We know that all things work together for good for those
who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29For those
whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of
his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family.
30
And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he
called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.
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31

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is
against us? 32He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for
all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 33Who will
bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to
condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the
right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us
from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written,"For your
sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be
slaughtered." 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 119:129–136
R 129Your de- | crees are wonderful; therefore I obey them with | all my
heart.
130
When your word is opened | it gives light; it gives understanding |
to the simple.
131
I open my | mouth and pant because I long for | your commandments.
132
Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me, as you always do to those
who | love your name. R
133
Order my footsteps | in your word; let no iniquity have dominion | over
me.
134
Rescue me from those | who oppress me, and I will keep | your
commandments.
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135

Let your face shine up- | on your servant and teach | me your statutes.
My eyes shed | streams of tears, because people do not | keep your
teaching. R
136

Special Music

“We're a Fellowship of Believers”
Mary Helt

Jay Althouse

Children’s Sermon
stand
Gospel Acclamation

C:

L: Many will come from | east and west* and will eat in the king- | dom
of heaven.
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel
Matthew 13:31–33, 44–52
Throughout Matthew's gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good
news that "the kingdom of heaven is near!" Here, Jesus offers several
brief parables that explore the implications of this announcement for
people's lives.
31

He put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; 32it is the
smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its
branches." 33He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is
like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour
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until all of it was leavened." 44The kingdom of heaven is like treasure
hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes
and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45Again, the kingdom of
heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding one pearl
of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 47Again,
the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
caught fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat
down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it will be
at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from
the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 51Have you understood all this? They
answered, "Yes." 52And he said to them, "Therefore every scribe who
has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a
household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old."
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
sit
Sermon
stand
Hymn

“Neither Death nor Life”

Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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#622

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
P: Hear us O God,
C: Your mercy is great.
P: Into your hands, O God, we commend ourselves and all for whom we
pray, trusting in your abundant mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, pour out your unifying Spirit upon us. We give
you thanks for the blessing of this community of faith. Continue to
awaken your gifts in us so we can faithfully build up the body of
Christ. Strengthen us to answer the call to the work of your ministry
here at Grace. In Jesus’ holy name, Amen.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C: And also with you!
sit
Announcements
The Offering

“Jerusalem, My Happy Home”

Held

stand
Offering Prayer
P: God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open
your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we
may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer
and Lord.
C: Amen.
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Great Thanksgiving

Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy
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Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
For as often we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim our
Lord’s death until he comes.
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P: Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Come
to the table prepared before you. Taste God’s goodness and mercy.
sit
Communion Song
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Distribution Hymns: #803, #661, #616
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s Table to receive
Holy Communion. Children not instructed are invited to come forward
for a blessing. If you would prefer to have grape juice, take a rose
colored glass from the inner ring of the tray; grape juice will be in the
outer most chalice on both sides. Communion bread is gluten free.
stand
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.
C. Amen
Prayer after Communion
P: Generous God, we give you thanks that again this day you have
opened wide your hand and satisfied us with the food of life, the body
and blood of Christ. Sharing your compassionate heart, may we be
blessed and given to all who hunger and thirst; through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
C: Amen
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Hymn
Postlude

“What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine”

#774

“Little Prelude in D Minor”

Bach

If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please
notify an usher before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the
pastors will commune you in your pew.
Special thanks to Reverend Doug Johnson for presiding as our Pastor
today.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
A nursery is available if your children become restless during the
service. Heather Nelson or another daycare staff member will be the
attendant each Sunday morning. If you don’t see anyone in the nursery,
check in the daycare office. Another option is to go with them to the
Gathering Hall for a while, as the service is broadcast there.
Flowers on the altar are to the glory of God, and are given by Virginia
and Dick Naney.
Quarters placed in the offering plate this morning, and every fourth
Sunday, goes to Msindo Quarters.
If you would like to meet with a Stephen Minister, please call Howard
Kulzer or Kate Schaller. Stephen Ministers are here to help you by
listening to your concerns, caring for you, and praying with you.
Happy Birthday to the following people this week! Jacob Gibney,
Justin Andersen, Morgan Mortenson, Tom Russell, Genaro Ruiz and
Gary Denton.
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Saturday Bible Study meets at 6:00 p.m. in Esperanza
Café. We are studying the various stories in the book of
Genesis, and you are invited to come for as much of the 8week overview as your schedule allows. Carla Peterman and other
volunteers will be leading this time of informal conversation. We hope
to see you there!
Tamales for Sale! After our worship service this morning, there will be
a Tamales Sale to raise money to cover funeral expenses for Paulo
Jacobo, father of Josefina, Maria and Marta. Due to the large number of
pre-orders (currently 473), extras will be available for purchase but only
on a limited, first come first served basis.
Our High School youth are on a retreat at Twin Lakes Christian Center
near Manson, Iowa this weekend. They will return this afternoon.
Please keep them in your prayers.
Save the Date!! The 2011 Grace Lutheran Church
Best Shot Golf Outing will be held on Sunday,
September 11, at Woodland Hills Golf Course. Tee off
time is 3:30 p.m. Watch for more information!

THIS WEEK AT GRACE
SUNDAY, July 24
9:00 a.m. – Holy Communion
10:00 a.m. – Coffee & Fellowship
HS Retreat ends
MONDAY, July 25
4:00 p.m. - TOPS
6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. - AA in Grace Hall
TUESDAY, July 26
6:00 p.m. –TOPS
No Council Mtg.
WEDNESDAY, July 27
9:00 a.m. – Willing Workers
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THURSDAY, July 28
9:00 a.m. – Quilters
8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. – LSI in Grace Hall II
10:30 a.m. - Staff Meeting
SATURDAY, July 30
5:00 p.m. – Holy Communion Service in Sanctuary
6:00 p.m. – Bible Study in Esperanza Café
SUNDAY, July 31
Today’s service will use the Tanzanian Liturgy
9:00 a.m. – Holy Communion
10:00 a.m. – Coffee & Fellowship

Good Morning and Welcome to Grace!
Visitors and members are asked to sign the Attendance Registrations
sheets which are found in each pew. Visitors, please sign the guest book
at the Welcome Center.
Pastor – Michael Schmidt
Director of Laity Ministries - Stephanie Johnson
Director of Music Grace Kids' Care Director - Heather Nelson
Office Administrator - Jackie Holmes
Building/Grounds - Luis Reaza
Latino Communications Coordinator - Claudia Castillo
Receptionist - Diana Johnson
Office Assistant – Lori Fry
Interim Organist – Rich Snyder
Ushers – Jay Wangerin/Chuck Denton/Paul Nelson/Kevin Krause
Liturgist – Mary Helt
Lector – Julie Honsey
Communion Assistants – Jane & Ed Ridnour
Acolytes – Sawyer Shiffler
Altar Guild – Tammy Denton/Diane Jessen/Carol Woodruff
Church Office: 515-276-6873
Web: www.gracedm.org

E-mail: worship@gracedm.org
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