Welcome to Worship
at

Grace Lutheran Church
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania
The Mission of Grace Lutheran Church is to bring the good news of
God's saving grace, through Jesus Christ's life, death and
resurrection to all to be free to be the people of God.
Welcome! Please sign the Attendance Registrations sheets which are
found in each pew. Visitors, please sign the guest book at the Welcome
Center, and please join us for coffee and education hour activities
between services.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
The nursery is available for newborns - age 3. The nursery is staffed by
Grace Kids Care staff members for children who become restless during
the service. If there is no one in the nursery, check in the daycare office.
The service is broadcast in the Gathering Hall. To entertain your
children during the service there are purple busy-bags with books and
coloring materials for children just outside the sanctuary.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive
Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the
parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the
pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion,
please notify an usher before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle
and the pastor will commune you in your pew.
When by intinction: Receive the host (wafer), then dip the host into
the chalice (cup) to receive wine (red) or grape juice (clear); depart
by the side aisle. Gluten free wafers and a separate glass chalice
are available by request on the pulpit side (left when facing altar).
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis
situations. If you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister,
please contact the office for assistance.
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The Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 15, 2015
10:45 a.m
Prelude

“What Wondrous Love is This” arr. by Jan Sanborn

Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who brings us out of captivity
into freedom, out of the wilderness into the promised land, out of death
into life.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection
P: Gracious God,
C: we confess that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. Forgive us and
give us strength to turn from sin and to serve you in newness of life.
Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Opening Hymn

“Beneath the Cross of Jesus”
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Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
C: O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted
up this fallen world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death.
Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Please be seated
Children’s Sermon
First Reading: Numbers 21:4–9
Though God provides food and water for the Israelites in the wilderness,
they whine and grumble. They forget about the salvation they
experienced in the exodus. God punishes them for their sin, but when
they repent God also provides a means of healing: a bronze serpent lifted
up on a pole.
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From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around
the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 5The
people spoke against God and against Moses, "Why have you brought us
up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no
water, and we detest this miserable food." 6Then the LORD sent
poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that
many Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, "We have
sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the
LORD to take away the serpents from us." So Moses prayed for the
people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, "Make a poisonous serpent, and
set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live." 9So
Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a
serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and
live.
L: the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Anthem

“God So Loved the World”
Chancel Choir

by Noel Goemanne

Psalm 107:1–3, 17–22
1

Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good, for God's mercy
endures forever.
2
Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim that God redeemed them
from the hand of the foe,
3
gathering them in from the lands; from the east and from the west, from
the north and from the south.
17
Some were fools and took rebellious paths; through their sins they
were afflicted.
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18

They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death's door.
Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD and you delivered
them from their distress.
20
You sent forth your word and healed them and rescued them from the
grave.
21
Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love and
your wonderful works for all people.
22
Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of your deeds with
shouts of joy.
19

Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the third Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: John 3:14–21
To explain the salvation of God to the religious leader, Nicodemus, Jesus
refers to the scripture passage quoted in today's first reading. Just as
those who looked upon the bronze serpent were healed, so people will be
saved when they behold Christ lifted up on the cross.
14

And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal
life. 16For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
17
Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18Those who
believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are
condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the
only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the light has come into
the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their
deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to
the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who do
what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their
deeds have been done in God."
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
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Please be seated
Sermon

“Spring Cleaning: Repairs”

Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day “God Loved the World (vss. 1-4)”
Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
L: We Pray
C:
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P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
Please be seated
Announcements
The Offering
Offertory

“Beneath the Cross of Jesus”

arr. by Jan Sanborn

Please stand as you are able
Offering Prayer
P: Good and gracious God, gather together our gifts in the abundance of
your goodness and mercy. Through all we have brought together here,
work in us to announce to the world the good news that all will be filled,
and continue to work in us for the sake of the ne who gave himself for
us, Jesus Christ.
C: Amen
Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
For as often we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim our
Lord’s death until he comes.
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P: Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Come
to Christ, broken and poured out for you.
Please be seated
Lamb of God
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Prayer after Communion
P: Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days.
Renew us in the gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who are
poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that
we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
C: Amen
Sending of Communion
P: Eternal God, whose glory is revealed in the crucified and risen Lord,
bless those who go forth to share your word and sacrament with our
sisters and brothers who are homebound. In your love and care, nourish
and strengthen those to whom we bring this communion in the body and
blood of your Son, that we may all feast upon your abundant love made
known in Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn: “God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven”
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Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C. Thanks be to God.
Postlude
“Marche in G”
by Seldon Heaps
__________________________________________________________
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Welcome to Grace!
Ministers – The People of God
Pastor – The Rev. Michael Schmidt
Director of Laity Ministries - Stephanie Johnson
Director of Music Ministries – Emma Stammer
Organist - Jennifer Wohlenhaus Bloomberg
Grace Kids Care Director - Heather Nelson
Church Administrator - Jacquelyn Holmes
Director of Communications - Michelle Voelker
Custodian – Todd Haugen
Ushers – Lonnie and Diane Jessen, Norm Trentmann, Jay Wangerin
Childrens Sermon – LWR
Acolytes – Ben Wonderlin
Liturgist – Mary Helt
Lector – Joanne Johnson
Altar Guild – Sue Anderson, Carol Woodruff
Counters – Mark Stumme and Bill Jensen
Coffee – Jane Ridnour

Grace Lutheran Church
3010 52nd St. Des Moines, Iowa 50310
Pastor Michael Schmidt
515-276-6873
worship@gracedm.org
www.gracedm.org
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