Welcome to Worship
at

Grace Lutheran Church
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania
The Mission of Grace Lutheran Church is to bring the good news of
God's saving grace, through Jesus Christ's life, death and
resurrection to all to be free to be the people of God.
Welcome! Please sign the Attendance Registrations sheets which are
found in each pew. Visitors, please sign the guest book at the Welcome
Center, and please join us for coffee and education hour activities
between services.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
The nursery is available for newborns - age 3. The nursery is staffed by
Grace Kids Care staff members for children who become restless during
the service. If there is no one in the nursery, check in the daycare office.
The service is broadcast in the Gathering Hall. To entertain your
children during the service there are purple busy-bags with books and
coloring materials for children just outside the sanctuary.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive
Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the
parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the
pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion,
please notify an usher before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle
and the pastor will commune you in your pew.
When by pouring chalice: Receive a cup. Receive and eat the
bread. Proceed to the wine or grape juice. Communion bread is
gluten free.
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis
situations. If you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister,
please contact the office for assistance.
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Palm Sunday
March 29, 2015
10:45 a.m

Prelude

“Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus”

by Nancy Raabe

Welcome
Opening Hymn

“All Glory, Laud, and Honor”

#344

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
C: Almighty God, as we remember how Christ the King entered
Jerusalem to the sound of joyful shouts, increase our faith and listen
to our prayers, so that we may praise you every day, by living always
in him. For he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated
Anthem

“Prepare Ye”
Chancel Choir

by Marc Robinson

Children’s Sermon
First Reading: Isaiah 50:4–9a
The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the
book of Isaiah. Today's reading describes the mission of the servant,
whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant
does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in God's steadfast love.
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The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know
how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens
— wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 5The Lord GOD has
opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I gave
my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out
the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 7The Lord
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GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set
my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who
vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up
together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9It is the Lord
GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty?
L: the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Psalm 31:9–16
9
Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; my eye is consumed
with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.
10
For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; my
strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are
consumed.
11
I am the scorn of my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to
my acquaintances; when they see me in the street they avoid me.
12
Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; I am as useless as a
broken pot.
13
For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; they
put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.
14
But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. I have said, "You
are my God.
15
My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies,
and from those who persecute me.
16
Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast
love."
Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eleventh Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Mark 11:1–11
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near
the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, "Go
into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will
find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3If
anyone says to you, 'Why are you doing this?' just say this, 'The Lord
needs it and will send it back here immediately.'" 4They went away and
found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying
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it, 5some of the bystanders said to them, "What are you doing, untying
the colt?" 6They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to
take it. 7Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it;
and he sat on it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others
spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9Then those who
went ahead and those who followed were shouting, "Hosanna! Blessed is
the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 10Blessed is the coming
kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 11Then
he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked
around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with
the twelve.
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated
Sermon
“Spring Cleaning: Getting Back on the Horse”
Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”
Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of the People
L: We Pray
C:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
Please be seated
Announcements
The Offering
Offertory

“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”
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by Nancy Raabe

Procession of Gifts
The children are invited to help carry forward items from LWR and the
Hunger Appeal.
Please stand as you are able
Offering Prayer
P: Good and gracious God, gather together our gifts in the abundance of
your goodness and mercy. Through all we have brought together here,
work in us to announce to the world the good news that all will be filled,
and continue to work in us for the sake of the ne who gave himself for
us, Jesus Christ.
C: Amen
Blessing of Kits, Quilts, and Gifts
P: Lord, we’ve come seeking your blessing for these things we lay before
you, the work of our hands and our hearts. We pray for the ministry of
Lutheran World Relief and our partnership together to be your hands and
feet in a hurting world.
P: God of Mercy.
C: We praise you for the hands that crafted these quilts. Through
the abilities you have given this community we offer these quilts to
bring comfort and hope in lives that are marked by hunger and
need.
P: God of Abundance.
C: We give you thanks for all that you have given us to care for as
stewards of your creation. You give us the opportunity to deliver
promise to the hungry around the world. In all of the gifts that were
gathered to help those who are hungry we see your promise to all
people. May your love comfort those with poor and hungry hearts.
P: God of Promise.
C: We ask your blessing upon these school kits. Bless those who use
these kits to study and give guidance to those who teach so that your
lasting promise may be a reality for all.
P: God of Peace.
C: We ask for your blessing upon these personal care kits. Bless
those who use these as they strive for dignity. Give strength to those
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who work in the midst of hunger so that they can realize your lasting
promise.
P: All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ.
C: Amen
Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
For as often we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim our
Lord’s death until he comes.
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P: Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Come
to Christ, broken and poured out for you.
Please be seated
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Lamb of God

Prayer after Communion
P: Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days.
Renew us in the gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who are
poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that
we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
C: Amen
Sending of Communion
P: Eternal God, whose glory is revealed in the crucified and risen Lord,
bless those who go forth to share your word and sacrament with our
sisters and brothers who are homebound. In your love and care, nourish
and strengthen those to whom we bring this communion in the body and
blood of your Son, that we may all feast upon your abundant love made
known in Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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Sending Hymn:

“My Song Is Love Unknown”
vss. 1-4

#343

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C. Thanks be to God.
Postlude
“There Is A Fountain”
by Mark Hayes
__________________________________________________________
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Welcome to Grace!
Ministers – The People of God
Pastor – The Rev. Michael Schmidt
Director of Laity Ministries - Stephanie Johnson
Director of Music Ministries – Emma Stammer
Organist - Jennifer Wohlenhaus Bloomberg
Grace Kids Care Director - Heather Nelson
Church Administrator - Jacquelyn Holmes
Director of Communications - Michelle Voelker
Custodian – Todd Haugen
Ushers – Lonnie and Diane Jessen, Norm Trentmann, Jay Wangerin
Children's Sermon – Beth Flannery for LWR
Acolytes – Lydia McCleary, Ben Wonderlin
Liturgist – Denny Rehder
Lector – Alex Davik
Communion Servers – Ellen Wonderlin, Lori Fry, Mike Carney, Kate
Schaller
Altar Guild – Sue Anderson, Carol Woodruff
Counters – Chris Lawson, Mike Carney
Coffee – Karen Taylor

Grace Lutheran Church
3010 52nd St. Des Moines, Iowa 50310
Pastor Michael Schmidt
515-276-6873
worship@gracedm.org
www.gracedm.org
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