Welcome to Worship
at

Grace Lutheran Church
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania
The Mission of Grace Lutheran Church is to bring the good news of
God's saving grace, through Jesus Christ's life, death and
resurrection to all to be free to be the people of God.
Welcome! Please sign the Attendance Registrations sheets which are
found in each pew. Visitors, please sign the guest book at the Welcome
Center, and please join us for coffee and education hour activities
between services.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
The nursery is available for newborns - age 3. The nursery is staffed by
Grace Kids Care staff members for children who become restless during
the service. If there is no one in the nursery, check in the daycare office.
The service is broadcast in the Gathering Hall. To entertain your
children during the service there are purple busy-bags with books and
coloring materials for children just outside the sanctuary.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive
Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the
parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the pastor.
Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If
you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an
usher before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will
commune you in your pew.
This morning we will receive by intinction: Receive the host (wafer).
Dip the host into the chalice (cup) to receive wine (red) or grape juice
(clear); depart by the side aisle. Gluten free wafers and a separate glass
chalice are available by request on the pulpit side (left when facing
altar).
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis
situations. If you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister,
please contact the office for assistance.
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Second Sunday after Pentecost
June 7, 2015
9:45 a.m
Prelude

“Praise Him! Praise Him!”

by Mark Hayes

Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the creator of wind and rain,
field and ocean, the bread of life coming down from above, the power at
work within us and this world.
C: Amen.
P: Before God and in the company of our sisters and brothers, let us
confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection
P: God and Father of all,
C: we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed. We have thought better of ourselves than others. We have
told lies, said hurtful things, acted in ways we wish we could take
back, and looked the other way when action was needed. In your
mercy, O God, forgive us, cleanse us, and heal us, for the sake of
Jesus, our Savior. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Opening Hymn

“Precious Lord, Take My Hand”

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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Kyrie
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Canticle of Praise

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
C: All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and
defeat into victory. Increase our faith and trust in him, that we
may triumph over all evil in the strength of the same Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Please be seated
First Reading: Genesis 3:8–15
Immediately after Adam and Eve eat the forbidden fruit, they hide from
God. Neither takes responsibility for their sin, instead blaming each
other, the snake, and even God. The curse on the snake was understood
as a messianic prophecy by the early church, who associated Eve's
"offspring" with Christ.
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They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the
time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves
from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9But
the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?"
10
He said, "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid,
because I was naked; and I hid myself." 11He said, "Who told you that
you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded
you not to eat?" 12The man said, "The woman whom you gave to be with
me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate." 13Then the LORD God
said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The woman said,
"The serpent tricked me, and I ate." 14The LORD God said to the
serpent, "Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals
and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you
shall eat all the days of your life. 15I will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head,
and you will strike his heel."
L: the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Children’s Sermon
Psalm 130
1
Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;
2
O LORD, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of
my supplication.
3
If you were to keep watch over sins, O LORD, who could stand?
4
Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared.
5
I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; in your word is my hope.
6
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the
morning, more than those who keep watch for the morning.
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O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plenteous redemption.
8
For the LORD shall redeem Israel from all their sins.
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1
Life in the present is transitory and cannot compare with the eternal
home God has prepared for us. So we do not despair no matter what life
might bring because we know that as God raised Jesus from the dead,
God promises to bring us into eternal life.
13

But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with
scripture — "I believed, and so I spoke" — we also believe, and so we
speak, 14because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will
raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence.
15
Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and
more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 16So we do
not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner
nature is being renewed day by day. 17For this slight momentary
affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all
measure, 18because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be
seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is
eternal. Chapter 5 For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens.
L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the Third Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Mark 3:20-17, 31-35
In response to charges that he is possessed, Jesus wonders aloud how
anyone who is demon-possessed can cast out demons. Those who do the
will of God are possessed by the Holy Spirit, sisters and brothers of
Christ.
20

And the crowd came together again, so that they could not even eat.
When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were
saying, "He has gone out of his mind." 22And the scribes who came
down from Jerusalem said, "He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the
demons he casts out demons." 23And he called them to him, and spoke to
them in parables, "How can Satan cast out Satan? 24If a kingdom is
divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25And if a house is
divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26And if Satan
has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end
has come. 27But no one can enter a strong man's house and plunder his
property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can
be plundered. 31Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing
outside, they sent to him and called him. 32A crowd was sitting around
him; and they said to him, "Your mother and your brothers and sisters
are outside, asking for you." 33And he replied, "Who are my mother and
my brothers?" 34And looking at those who sat around him, he said,
"Here are my mother and my brothers! 35Whoever does the will of God
is my brother and sister and mother."
21

P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated
Sermon
Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day
“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”
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Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
L: Hear us, O God
C:
Lord, Listen to your Children Praying
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P: Receive these prayers, gracious God, and those prayers known only to
you. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon us.
Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love. Send
us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
Please be seated
Announcements
The Offering
Offertory

“I Have Decided To Follow Jesus” arr. Richard Higgins

Please stand as you are able
Offering Prayer
P: God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open
your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may
come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and
Lord.
C: Amen
Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
For as often we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim our
Lord’s death until he comes.
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P: Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. The
mystery hidden for the ages is revealed for us in this meal. Come, behold
and receive your God.
Please be seated
Lamb of God

Distribution Hymns: 423, 461, 515
Prayer after Communion
P: Wise and generous God, we thank you that at this holy table you have
fed us again with the food of everlasting life. Send us with your blessing
to seek the good of our neighbor and call others to your feast; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen
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Sending of Communion
P: Eternal God, whose glory is revealed in the crucified and risen Lord,
bless those who go forth to share your word and sacrament with our
sisters and brothers who are homebound. In your love and care, nourish
and strengthen those to whom we bring this communion in the body and
blood of your Son, that we may all feast upon your abundant love made
known in Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn:

“Savior like a Shepherd Lead Us”

#789

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Share the Good News.
C. Thanks be to God.
Postlude

“O Worship the King”

Welcome to Grace!
Pastor – The Rev. Michael Schmidt
Director of Laity Ministries - Stephanie Johnson
Director of Music Ministries – Emma Stammer
Organist - Jennifer Wohlenhaus Bloomberg
Grace Kids Care Director - Heather Nelson
Church Administrator - Jacquelyn Holmes
Director of Communications - Michelle Voelker
Custodian – Todd Haugen
Ushers – Mark Stumme, Bill Jensen, Jay Wangerin
Acolytes – Ben Wonderlin
Liturgist – Janet Habick
Lector – Joanne Johnson
Children’s sermon – Stephanie Johnson
Altar Guild – Rita Stackhouse, Mindy Scholten
Counters – Alex Davik and Chris Lawson
Coffee – Cathy Barks
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arr. Bruce Greer

