Welcome to Worship
at

Grace Lutheran Church
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania
The Mission of Grace Lutheran Church is to bring the good news of
God's saving grace, through Jesus Christ's life, death and
resurrection to all to be free to be the people of God.
Welcome! Please sign the Attendance Registrations sheets which are
found in each pew. Visitors, please sign the guest book at the Welcome
Center, and please join us for coffee and education hour activities
between services.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
The nursery is available for newborns - age 3. The nursery is staffed by
Grace Kids Care staff members for children who become restless during
the service. If there is no one in the nursery, check in the daycare office.
The service is broadcast in the Gathering Hall. To entertain your
children during the service there are purple busy-bags with books and
coloring materials for children just outside the sanctuary.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive
Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the
parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the
pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion,
please notify an usher before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle
and the pastor will commune you in your pew.
We will receive by intinction this morning: Receive the host (wafer).
Dip the host into the chalice (cup) to receive wine (red) or grape juice
(clear); depart by the side aisle. Gluten free wafers and a separate glass
chalice are available by request on the pulpit side (left when facing
altar).
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis
situations. If you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister,
please contact the office for assistance.

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 19, 2015
9:45 a.m
Prelude

“The Old Rugged Cross”
Silence is kept for reflection

by Nancy Raabe

Please stand as you are able
Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the creator of wind and rain,
field and ocean, the bread of life coming down from above, the power at
work within us and this world.
C: Amen.
P: Before God and in the company of our sisters and brothers, let us
confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection
P: God and Father of all,
C: we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed. We have thought better of ourselves than others. We have told
lies, said hurtful things, acted in ways we wish we could take back,
and looked the other way when action was needed. In your mercy, O
God, forgive us, cleanse us, and heal us, for the sake of Jesus, our
Savior. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Opening Hymn

“Abide With Me”

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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Kyrie

Canticle of Praise

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
C: O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people,
faithfully feeding and protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a
whole people, that we may embody the justice and peace of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Please be seated

First Reading: Jeremiah 23:1–6
Jeremiah prophesied before the exile in 587 B.C. In this passage, he uses
the metaphor of a shepherd to describe the bad kings who have scattered
the "flock" of Israel. God promises to gather the flock and to raise up a
new king from David's line to save Israel and Judah.
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!
says the LORD. 2Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel,
concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have
scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not
attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the
LORD. 3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the
lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold,
and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will raise up shepherds over
them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be
dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD. 5The days are surely
coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute
justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved and
Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called:
"The LORD is our righteousness."
L: the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Children’s Sermon
Voluntary Music

Oboe Sonata, movement II
Camille Saint-Saëns
Jennifer Bloomberg, Oboe

Psalm 23
1
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.
2
The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me
beside still waters.
3
You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways for
your name's sake.
4
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall
fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they
comfort me.
5
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you
anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

6

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Second Reading: Ephesians 2:11–22
The author of this letter is reminding his audience that originally they
were not part of God's chosen people. Through Jesus' death, however,
they are included in God's household of faith, whose cornerstone is Jesus
Christ.
11

So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called "the
uncircumcision" by those who are called "the circumcision" — a
physical circumcision made in the flesh by human hands — 12remember
that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise,
having no hope and without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus
you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of
Christ. 14For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into
one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between
us. 15He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances,
that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two,
thus making peace, 16and might reconcile both groups to God in one
body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it.
17
So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to
those who were near; 18for through him both of us have access in one
Spirit to the Father. 19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but
you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of
God, 20built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ
Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21In him the whole structure is joined
together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22in whom you also
are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.
L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Mark 6:30–34, 53–56
When Jesus sent his disciples out to teach and heal, they ministered
among large numbers of people. Their work was motivated by Christ's
desire to be among those in need.
30

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done
and taught. 31He said to them, "Come away to a deserted place all by
yourselves and rest a while." For many were coming and going, and they
had no leisure even to eat. 32And they went away in the boat to a deserted
place by themselves. 33Now many saw them going and recognized them,
and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of
them. 34As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion
for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began
to teach them many things. 53When they had crossed over, they came to
land at Gennesaret and moored the boat. 54When they got out of the boat,
people at once recognized him, 55and rushed about that whole region and
began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. 56And
wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the
marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of
his cloak; and all who touched it were healed.
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated
Sermon
Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day
“All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”
Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
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who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
L: Hear us, O God.
C:
Lord, Listen to your Children Praying

P: Into your hands, loving God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in the grace of Jesus our Savior.
C: Amen.

All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
Please be seated
Announcements
The Offering
Offertory

“Beautiful Savior”

by Nancy Raabe

Please stand as you are able
Offering Prayer
P: God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open
your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may
come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and
Lord.
C: Amen
Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
For as often we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim our
Lord’s death until he comes.
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P: Jesus said, "Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever
believes in me will never be thirsty." Come, behold and receive your
God.
Please be seated
Lamb of God

Distribution Hymns: 470, 471, 482
Prayer after Communion
P: Wise and generous God, we thank you that at this holy table you have
fed us again with the food of everlasting life. Send us with your blessing
to seek the good of our neighbor and call others to your feast; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen
Sending of Communion
P: O God of tender compassion, as you healed the sick and welcomed the
stranger, bless those who leave this assembly to share the gifts of this
table with our sisters and brothers who are homebound. May they be
sustained by the love and prayers of this community, and by the Bread of
life that satisfies all hunger, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn:

“Blessed Assurance”
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Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Share the Good News.
C. Thanks be to God.
Postlude “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens” by John Carter
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