Welcome to Worship
at

Grace Lutheran Church
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania
The Mission of Grace Lutheran Church is to bring the good news of
God's saving grace, through Jesus Christ's life, death and
resurrection to all to be free to be the people of God.
Welcome! Please sign the Attendance Registrations sheets which are
found in each pew. Visitors, please sign the guest book at the Welcome
Center, and please join us for coffee and education hour activities
between services.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
The nursery is available for newborns - age 3. The nursery is staffed by
Grace Kids Care staff members for children who become restless during
the service. If there is no one in the nursery, check in the daycare office.
The service is broadcast in the Gathering Hall. To entertain your
children during the service there are purple busy-bags with books and
coloring materials for children just outside the sanctuary.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive
Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the
parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the
pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion,
please notify an usher before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle
and the pastor will commune you in your pew.
We will receive by intinction this morning: Receive the host (wafer).
Dip the host into the chalice (cup) to receive wine (red) or grape juice
(clear); depart by the side aisle. Gluten free wafers and a separate glass
chalice are available by request on the pulpit side (left when facing
altar).
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis
situations. If you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister,
please contact the office for assistance.

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
July 26, 2015
9:45 a.m
Prelude

“My Faith Looks Up To Thee”
Silence is kept for reflection

by Nancy Raabe

Please stand as you are able
Welcome Back Litany
P: Dear friends, we are gathered today in worship and to greet these
youth and adults who have returned from the 2015 ELCA Youth
Gathering in Detroit. Together, let us welcome them back to this
community of faith in Jesus Christ.
Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. When Abraham
and Sarah left their own land and people, you kept them safe throughout
their journey. You led Mary, Joseph, and the baby Jesus to safety in
Egypt, and returned them to their homeland where Jesus grew in wisdom
and fulfilled your will. Through the waters of Baptism, you lead us from
death to life and call us to live together as your holy people.
We give you thanks that you have lead our sons and daughters, friends
and family, back to us in safety. May their encounter with you and your
people in Detroit continue to transform their lives and ours in this place.
Pour out your Spirit of wisdom upon all who are gathered here.
May we accept the new witness they bring with grace and humility.
May we continue to learn from each other and grow together in wisdom
and understanding. Strengthen us to all proclaim
P: Jesus is
C: good news

P: Jesus is
C: good news
P: Jesus is
C: good news
P: And Rise Up Together to build bridges, bear burdens, break chains,
and bring hope!
To you be all praise, honor and glory; through Jesus Christ our Savior, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Welcome
P: We welcome you as Christ has welcomed us.
C: Peace be with you. We welcome you with arms outstretched in
love, with hearts filled with joy and hope, and with gratitude for
your safe return. We invite you to be leaders among us; Show us by
your example how to Rise Up Together, Proclaiming the good news
of Jesus through our lives for the sake of the world
P: Let us celebrate with praise and thanksgiving
Opening Hymn

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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Kyrie

Canticle of Praise

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray,
C: Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your
children a longing for your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant
that we may know your Son to be the true bread of heaven and share
this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

Please be seated
First Reading: 2 Kings 4:42–44
Today's reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes the
miracles of Elisha, the successor to Elijah. Here the prophet gives food
to a hungry crowd. Though there is not enough food to go around, Elisha
trusts God, who provides enough and even more to satisfy the need.
42

A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to
the man of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his
sack. Elisha said, "Give it to the people and let them eat." 43But his
servant said, "How can I set this before a hundred people?" So he
repeated, "Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the LORD,
'They shall eat and have some left.'" 44He set it before them, they ate,
and had some left, according to the word of the LORD.
L: the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Children’s Sermon
Psalm 145:10–18
10
All your works shall praise you, O LORD, and your faithful ones
shall bless you.
11
They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your
power,
12
that all people may know of your power and the glorious splendor of
your kingdom.
13
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion
endures throughout all ages. You, LORD, are faithful in all
your words, and loving in all your works.
14
The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed
down.
15
The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, and you give them their
food in due season.
16
You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
17
You are righteous in all your ways and loving in all your works.
18
You are near to all who call upon you, to all who call upon you
faithfully.

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: John 6:1–21
In John's gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called "signs," because they
reveal the true character of God. As such, they remain within the mystery
of God and cannot be brought under human control.
After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called
the Sea of Tiberias. 2A large crowd kept following him, because they saw
the signs that he was doing for the sick. 3Jesus went up the mountain and
sat down there with his disciples. 4Now the Passover, the festival of the
Jews, was near. 5When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming
toward him, Jesus said to Philip, "Where are we to buy bread for these
people to eat?" 6He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was
going to do. 7Philip answered him, "Six months' wages would not buy
enough bread for each of them to get a little." 8One of his disciples,
Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to him, 9There is a boy here who has
five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many
people? 10Jesus said, "Make the people sit down." Now there was a great
deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all.
11
Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he
distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as
they wanted. 12When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, "Gather up
the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost." 13So they gathered
them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those
who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 14When the people saw the
sign that he had done, they began to say, "This is indeed the prophet who
is to come into the world." 15When Jesus realized that they were about to
come and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the
mountain by himself. 16When evening came, his disciples went down to

the sea, 17got into a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was
now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18The sea became rough
because a strong wind was blowing. 19When they had rowed about three
or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the
boat, and they were terrified. 20But he said to them, "It is I; do not be
afraid." 21Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately
the boat reached the land toward which they were going.
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated
Sermon

“Come to be fed”

Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day
“Bread of Life from Heaven”
Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
L: Hear us, O God.
C: Lord, Listen to your Children Praying
(the sung response can be found on the next page)
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P: Into your hands, loving God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in the grace of Jesus our Savior.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
Please be seated
Announcements
The Offering
Offertory

“Strengthen Us For Service, Lord”

by Anne Organ

Please stand as you are able
Offering Prayer
P: God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open
your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may
come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and
Lord.
C: Amen

Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
For as often we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim our
Lord’s death until he comes.
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P: Jesus said, "Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever
believes in me will never be thirsty." Come, behold and receive your
God.
Please be seated
Lamb of God

Distribution Hymns: 484, 496, 515
Prayer after Communion
P: Wise and generous God, we thank you that at this holy table you have
fed us again with the food of everlasting life. Send us with your blessing
to seek the good of our neighbor and call others to your feast; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen
Sending of Communion
P: O God of tender compassion, as you healed the sick and welcomed the
stranger, bless those who leave this assembly to share the gifts of this
table with our sisters and brothers who are homebound. May they be
sustained by the love and prayers of this community, and by the Bread of
life that satisfies all hunger, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn: “O Master, Let Me Walk with You”
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Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Share the Good News.
C. Thanks be to God.
Postlude

“All Creatures of Our God and King”

by John Carter
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