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Grace Lutheran Church
Welcome to Worship
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania
The Mission of Grace Lutheran Church is to bring the good news of God's saving grace,
through Jesus Christ's life, death and resurrection to all to be free to be the people of God.
Welcome! Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each pew. Visitors, please sign the guest book at the Welcome Center, and please join us for coffee and education hour activities between services.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
The nursery is available for newborns - age 3. The nursery is staffed by Grace Kids Care staff
members for children who become restless during the service. If there is no one in the nursery, check in the daycare office. The service is broadcast in the Gathering Hall. To entertain your
children during the service there are purple busy-bags with books and coloring materials for
children just outside the sanctuary.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher before the
service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your pew.
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those experiencing personal
problems such as grieving or crisis situations. If you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister, please contact the office for assistance.
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 23, 2015
8:15 a.m.
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Prelude

“Meditation on 'How Great Thou Art' “by John Carter

Please stand as you are able
Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the creator of wind and rain,
field and ocean, the bread of life coming down from above, the power
at work within us and this world.
C: Amen.
P: Before God and in the company of our sisters and brothers, let us
confess our sin.
Pause for silence and reflection.
P: God and Father of all,
C: we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed. We have thought better of ourselves than others. We
have told lies, said hurtful things, acted in ways we wish we could
take back, and looked the other way when action was needed. In
your mercy, O God, forgive us, cleanse us, and heal us, for the
sake of Jesus, our Savior. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Gathering Hymn

“Amazing Grace”
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Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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Opening Hymn
We are a “singing
church,” so we follow
the advice of the
apostle Paul to teach
and admonish “one
another in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in
your hearts to the
Lord” (Colossians
3:16).

Kyrie
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Canticle of Praise
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray,
C: Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal.
Direct our choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing
what is false and evil, we may live in you, through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Reading notes:
In the Near East, covenant means agreement or alliance. It
describes relationships and is the primary word used to
characterize the relationship between God
and Israel. By delivering Israel, God has
already begun the
relationship. Joshua
calls upon the people
to respond.

Please be seated
First Reading: Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18
1
Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and
they presented themselves before God. 2a And Joshua said to all the
people, 14 “Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity
and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 Now if you are
unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve,
whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River
or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me
and my household, we will serve the LORD.” 16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve
other gods; 17 for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who
did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way
that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; 18
and the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who
lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our
God.”
L: the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Voluntary Music “Sonatine, movement II” by Jacques Castérède
Adam Dostalik, trombone
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Children’s Sermon
Psalm 34:15-22

15

The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and God’s ears are
open to their cry.
16
The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, to erase
the remembrance of them from the earth.
17
The righteous cry, and the LORD hears them and delivers them
from all their troubles.
18
The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves those
whose spirits are crushed. R
19
Many are the troubles of the righteous, but the LORD delivers
them from every one.
20
God will keep safe all their bones; not one of them shall be
broken.
21
Evil will bring death to the wicked and those who hate the righteous will be punished.
22
O LORD, you redeem the life of your servants, and those who
put their trust in you will not be punished. R
Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel

Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

The Gospel Lesson is
a selection from the
accounts of the life of
our Lord recorded by
the four evangelists,
St. Matthew, St.
Mark, St. Luke, and
St. John. Because
Christ is with us in the
Gospel reading, we
stand to honor his
presence. We also
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sing short verses before and after the
reading of the Gospel.
Gospel Notes:
The “hard saying”
that offends Jesus’
disciples is his claim
that his followers
must eat his flesh and
drink his blood. The
followers who return
to their old lives know
something about how
odd this sounds. Simon Peter, on the
other hand, knows
something about the
scarcity of living, gracious words. He asks
the most important
question: “To whom
shall we go?”

Gospel: John 6:56-69
[Jesus said,] 56 “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in
me, and I in them. 57 Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58
This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which
your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will
live forever.” 59 He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 60 When many of his disciples heard it, they said,
“This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” 61 But Jesus, being
aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does
this offend you? 62 Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the spirit that gives life; the
flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.
64
But among you there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew
from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the
one that would betray him. 65 And he said, “For this reason I have told
you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.” 66
Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went
about with him. 67 So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go
away?” 68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You
have the words of eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and know
that you are the Holy One of God.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated
Sermon
Leave to feed others

Creed
The Creed is our response to God's
speaking to us. Martyrs and saints have
been confessing this
creed since 325 A.D.
The word "creed"
comes from the Latin
"credo" which means,
"I believe!"
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Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day “You Satisfy The Hungry Heart”
Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
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was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
L: Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

Prayers of the People

P: Into your hands, loving God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in the grace of Jesus our Savior.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Blessing of Backpacks
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
Please be seated
Announcements
Malaria Campaign Video
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“Malaria Moment”

This prayer in the service follows the directive of the Apostle
Paul to young Timothy, a pastor: “I urge,
then, first of all, that
requests, prayers, intercession and
thanksgiving be made
for everyone – for
kings and all those in
authority, that we
may live in peaceful
and quiet lives in all
godliness and holiness.”

The Offering
Offertory
“We, Your People Praise You”

by Dan R. Edwards

Please stand as you are able
Offering Prayer
P: God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you
open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that
we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.
C: Amen
Great Thanksgiving

Preface
Preface means
“introduction.” The
pastor and people
get ready to celebrate the Holy Meal
by greeting each other and with an exhortation about how to
celebrate the meal.
These words state
why we should give
thanks using words
and ideas appropriate for the season of
the church year.

Holy Holy Holy

Sanctus is a Latin
word meaning
“Holy.” The Sanctus
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Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy

Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you, Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in by blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim
our Lord’s death until he comes.
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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contains words from
Isaiah’s vision of God
(Isaiah 6:3) and the
crowd’s response on
Palm Sunday when
Jesus entered the city
of Jerusalem. We
join them in spirit by
singing their words
as we anticipate
Christ’s coming in the
sacrament.

We will receive by
intinction this morning: Receive the host
(wafer). Dip the host
into the chalice (cup)
to receive wine (red)
or grape juice (clear);
depart by the side
aisle. Gluten free wafers and a separate
glass chalice are
available by request
on the pulpit side (left
when facing altar).

Invitation to Communion
P: Jesus said, "Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty." Come, behold and receive
your God.
Please be seated
Lamb of God

Distribution Hymns: 751, 793, 807
Prayer after Communion
P: Wise and generous God, we thank you that at this holy table you
have fed us again with the food of everlasting life. As you healed the
sick and welcomed the stranger, bless those who leave this assembly to
share the gifts of this table with our sisters and brothers who are homebound. May they be sustained by the love and prayers of this community, and by the Bread of Life. Send us with your blessing to seek the
good of our neighbor and call others to your feast; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord
C: Amen
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Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give
you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn:

“How Great Thou Art”

#856

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Share the good news.
C. Thanks be to God.
Postlude
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“Festal March from 'Rinaldo'“
by Handel, arr. by Harold Marks

Blessing
Here as we leave to
continue our journey
through the wilderness to the Promised
Land, God uses the
pastor to say words
that were said first
through Aaron in the
wilderness more than
3,000 years ago.
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Welcome to Grace!
Ministers —The People of Grace
Pastor – The Rev. Michael Schmidt
Director of Laity Ministries – Stephanie Johnson
Director of Music Ministries – Emma Stammer
Developer of Youth and Family Ministry – Ellen Rothweiler
Organist - J ennifer Wohlenhaus Bloomber g
Grace Kids Care Director - Heather Nelson
Church Administrator - Jacquelyn Holmes
Director of Communications - Michelle Voelker
Custodian – Todd Haugen
Ushers – Jim Rundle, Jon Rissman, John Farver, Randy Taylor
Acolytes –
Liturgist – Paul Kallenbach
Lector – Karen Taylor
Children’s sermon – Carol Woodruff
Altar Guild – Rita Stackhouse, Carol Woodruff
Counters – Alex Davik and Tom McCleary
Coffee – Karen Taylor

3010 52nd St.
Des Moines, Iowa 50310
Pastor Michael Schmidt
515-276-6873
mike@gracedm.org
www.gracedm.org
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