Grace Lutheran Church
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome to Worship
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 27, 2015
10:45 a.m.

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran,
the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has
information for you about our congregation. Please sign the guest book,
ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and
donuts in Grace Hall between services. The greeters, ushers, or
announcement sheet will happily fill you in on education hour offerings,
Sunday school, and the teen hangout.
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace,
please contact Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873. The
next membership meeting will be on Sunday afternoon, October 11, from
1-2 p.m. in the Gathering Hall with Pastor Mike.
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking,
listening. You are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are
comfortable and able.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each
pew.
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are
available from the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the
doors to the sanctuary. If your children become restless, the service is
broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and participate
together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed
by Grace Kids Care staff members.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive
Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the
parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the
pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion,
please notify an usher before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle
and the pastor will commune you in your pew.
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis
situations. If you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister,
please contact the office for assistance.
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The Mission of Grace Lutheran Church is to bring the good news of
God's saving grace, through Jesus Christ's life, death and
resurrection to all to be free to be the people of God.
Prelude

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

by Larry Shackley

Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose name is majestic in all
the earth, who rescues and heals in every time of trouble, who does all
things well.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sins, trusting that God will forgive us and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.
Silence is kept for reflection
P: Steadfast and saving God,
C: have mercy on us. We confess to you all the ways we turn from
you and harm one another. In your compassion, forgive our sins and
heal our hurts. Bring forth from us a harvest of righteousness, the
fruits of gentleness and peacemaking, the sheaves of wisdom and
justice; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Opening Hymn

“Like the Murmur of the Dove's Song”

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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Kyrie
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Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray,
C: Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace
with you. Give us a share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us
to bear the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Please be seated
First Reading: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29
What constitutes legitimate need and legitimate leadership is the focus of
this reading. God provides manna in the wilderness, yet the people crave
meat. What is truly needful? God bestows the spirit on seventy elders, yet
two men not designated as leaders prophesy in the power of God’s spirit.
What constitutes real leadership?
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The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also
wept again, and said, “If only we had meat to eat! 5We remember the fish
we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the
leeks, the onions, and the garlic; 6but now our strength is dried up, and
there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.”10Moses heard the people
weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of their tents. Then
the LORD became very angry, and Moses was displeased. 11So Moses
said to the LORD, “Why have you treated your servant so badly? Why
have I not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all this
people on me? 12Did I conceive all this people? Did I give birth to them,
that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries
a sucking child, to the land that you promised on oath to their ancestors’?
13
Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they come
weeping to me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14I am not able to carry all
this people alone, for they are too heavy for me. 15If this is the way you
are going to treat me, put me to death at once—if I have found favor in
your sight—and do not let me see my misery.” 16So the LORD said to
Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you know
to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the
tent of meeting, and have them take their place there with you.” 24So
Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD; and he
gathered seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the
tent. 25Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and
took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders;
and when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not
do so again. 26Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the
other named Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were among
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those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they
prophesied in the camp. 27And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad
and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 28And Joshua son of Nun, the
assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop
them!” 29But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would
that all the LORD‘s people were prophets, and that the LORD would put
his spirit on them!”
L: the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Chancel Choir

“Be Thou My Vision”

by Graham Godfrey

Children’s Sermon/Skit
Psalm 19:7-14
7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony
of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.
8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; the
commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.
9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; the judgments of the
LORD are true and righteous altogether.
10
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
11By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is
great reward.
12
Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret
faults.
13
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get
dominion over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of
a great offense.
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my strength and my
redeemer.
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Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Mark 9:38-50
On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus teaches his disciples about ministry that
involves service and sacrifice. His disciples are slow to realize that these
words apply to them as well as to others.
John said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in
your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.”
39
But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power
in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40Whoever is
not against us is for us. 41For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of
water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose
the reward. 42“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these
little ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great
millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea.
43
If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to
enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the
unquenchable fire. 45And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it
is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown
into hell. 47And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better
for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes
38
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and to be thrown into hell, 48where their worm never dies, and the fire is
never quenched. 49“For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is good;
but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in
yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated
Sermon
“Tolerance toward Outsiders and Insiders”
Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day
“In Christ There Is No East or West”
Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of the People
L: Hear us, O God
C:

P: Gather these concerns and all who are in need into your abundant
care, O God, remembering your promise of mercy, through Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
Please be seated
Announcements
Introduction
Stewardship video
The Offering
Offertory

Mike Klinefelter, ELCA Foundation

“Be Thou My Vision”

by Joel Raney

Please stand as you are able
Offering Prayer
P: Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were
gathered together to become one bread, so let your church be gathered
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together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the
glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.
C: Amen
Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you, Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in by blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.
For as often we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim our
Lord’s death until he comes.
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P: God gives food to those who hunger. Come, be fed, be healed.
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Lamb of God

Distribution Hymns: 515, 518, 522
Prayer after Communion
P: We give you thanks, O God, that you welcome us to your table and
satisfy our deepest hunger and thirst. Anoint with a servant heart those
who take your word and sacrament to our sisters and brothers who are
homebound. Grant grace, mercy, healing, and hope to those who share in
this meal and receive your words of new life. Strengthen us to take up
the cross as we go about our callings in this world, following after Jesus
Christ, our servant Lord.
C: Amen
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn: “My Life Flows On in Endless Song”

11

#763

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Remember the poor.
C. Thanks be to God.
Postlude

“Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” by John Carter
Welcome to Grace!

Ministers – The People of God
Pastor – The Rev. Michael Schmidt
Preaching today – The Rev. Ro Zimany
Director of Laity Ministries - Stephanie Johnson
Director of Music Ministries – Emma Stammer
Organist - Jennifer Wohlenhaus Bloomberg
Grace Kids Care Director - Heather Nelson
Church Administrator - Jacquelyn Holmes
Director of Communications - Michelle Voelker
Custodian – Todd Haugen
Ushers – Norm and Lenora Iverson, Jay Wangerin, Bill Jensen
Liturgist – Paul Kallenbach
Acolytes – Sierra Carney, Yaritza Marquez
Lector – Joanne Johnson
Children’s sermon – LWR Committee
Communion Assistants – Susanne Carney, Cherie Rissman, Alex
Davik, Sally Preston
Altar Guild – Alice Kulzer, Sue Anderson
Counters – Chris Lawson and Tom McCleary
Coffee – Karen Taylor

Grace Lutheran Church
3010 52nd St. Des Moines, Iowa 50310
Pastor Michael Schmidt
515-276-6873
mike@gracedm.org
www.gracedm.org
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