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Welcome to Worship!
The Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost
November 8, 2015
10:45 a.m.

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the
Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has
information for you about our congregation. Please sign the guest book,
ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and
donuts in Grace Hall between services. The greeters, ushers, or
announcement sheet will happily fill you in on education hour offerings,
Sunday school, and the teen hangout.
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace,
please contact Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking,
listening. You are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are
comfortable and able.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each
pew.
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are
available from the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the
doors to the sanctuary. If your children become restless, the service is
broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and participate
together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by
Grace Kids Care staff members.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive
Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the
parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the pastor.
Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you
are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will
commune you in your pew.
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis situations. If
you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister, please contact the
office for assistance.

Prelude

“Come, Christians, Join to Sing”

by Becki Mayo

Please stand as you are able
Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, clothed in majesty ever since
the world began, who loves us and frees us from our sins, who leads us
with all the saints to everlasting life.
C: Amen.
P: Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God.
Silence is kept for reflection
P: God our maker and redeemer,
C: we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed. We come for refuge to your infinite mercy. You have given
your only Son to die for us; have mercy on us, and for his sake,
forgive us all our sin. By your Holy Spirit, increase in us true
knowledge of you and your will, and true obedience to your word,
that by your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Opening Hymn

“As We Gather at Your Table”

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

#522

Kyrie

Canticle of Praise

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
C: O God, you show forth your almighty power chiefly by reaching
out to us in mercy. Grant us the fullness of your grace, strengthen
our trust in your promises, and bring all the world to share in the
treasures that come through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

Please be seated
First Reading: 1 Kings 17:8-16
This chapter begins the story of Elijah. God sends a drought on Israel
because of the sins of King Ahab. This passage depicts God’s saving acts
not only on behalf of Elijah, but also on behalf of those who are
associated with the prophet, even a foreigner, the widow of Zarephath.
The word of the LORD came to [Elijah,] saying, 9“Go now to Zarephath,
which belongs to Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow
there to feed you.” 10So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came
to the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to
her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may drink.”
11
As she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a
morsel of bread in your hand.” 12But she said, “As the LORD your God
lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil
in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go home
and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.”
13
Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but
first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make
something for yourself and your son. 14For thus says the LORD the God
of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not
fail until the day that the LORD sends rain on the earth.” 15She went and
did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate for
many days. 16The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil
fail, according to the word of the LORD that he spoke by Elijah.
8

L: the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Children’s Sermon
Psalm 146
1
Hallelujah! Praise the LORD, O my soul!
2
I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God
while I have my being.
3
Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help.
4
When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day their
thoughts perish.
5
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose
hope is in the LORD their God;
6
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps
promises forever;

7

who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who
hunger. The LORD sets the captive free.
8
The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are
bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous.
9
The LORD cares for the stranger; the LORD sustains the orphan and
widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
10
The LORD shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all
generations. Hallelujah!
Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the twelfth Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Mark 12:38-44
After engaging in a series of public arguments with religious leaders in
the temple, Jesus contrasts the proud and oppressive ways of those
leaders with the sacrificial humility and poverty of the widow.
As [Jesus] taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk
around in long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces,
39
and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at
banquets! 40They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance
say long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” 41He sat
down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into
the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. 42A poor widow came
and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. 43Then he
called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow
has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 44For
all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her
poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”
38

P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ

Please be seated
Sermon
Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day
“Where Charity and Love Prevail”
Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
L: Hear us, O God.
C:
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P: Into your care, Gracious God, we entrust all for whom we pray. Be
with us now and always, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
Please be seated
Announcements
The Offering
Offertory

“Seek Ye First”

by Carol Tornquist

Please stand as you are able
Offering Prayer
P: Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were
gathered together to become one bread, so let your church be gathered
together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the
glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.
C: Amen
Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
For as often we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim our
Lord’s death until he comes.

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P: Goodness is stronger than evil. Life is stronger than death. Taste the
goodness and life of God.
Please be seated
Lamb of God

Distribution Hymns: 496, 515, 518

Please stand as you are able
Prayer after Communion
P: O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot
see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. You
took the form of a servant, offering yourself as food, comfort, and
strength to a sick and hurting world. Anoint with a servant heart those
who take your word and sacrament to our sisters and brothers who are
homebound. Grant grace, mercy, healing, and hope to those who feast on
your body and blood and receive your words of new life. May we all
recognize that we have a place and a home in the body of our Lord Jesus
C: Amen
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn: “God Be with You Till We Meet Again”
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Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C. Thanks be to God.
Postlude

“Sent Forth By God's Blessing”

by Lloyd Larson
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