Grace Lutheran Church
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome to Worship!
The Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 20, 2015 10:45 a.m.

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the
Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has
information for you about our congregation. Please sign the guest book,
ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and
donuts in Grace Hall between services. The greeters, ushers, or
announcement sheet will happily fill you in on education hour offerings,
Sunday school, and the teen hangout.
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace,
please contact Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking,
listening. You are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are
comfortable and able.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each
pew.
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are
available from the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the
doors to the sanctuary. If your children become restless, the service is
broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and participate
together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by
Grace Kids Care staff members.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy
Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’
discretion, after meeting for instruction with the pastor. Children not
instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you are not able
to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher before the
service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in
your pew.
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis situations. If
you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister, please contact the
office for assistance.

Prelude

“The Angel Gabriel From Heaven Came”
Silence is kept for reflection

by Nancy Raabe

Welcome
Please stand as you are able
Prayer of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.
C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant
grace and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may
receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Gathering Hymn

“Savior of the Nations Come”

#263

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Kyrie

L: Advent Candle Lighting and Prayer
We praise you, O God, for this wheel of time that marks our days of
preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath,
open our eyes to see your presence in the lowly ones of this earth.

Enlighten us with your grace, that we may sing of your advent among us
in the Word made flesh. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose
coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.
Hymn of Praise:

“O Come O Come Emmanuel”

#257 vs. 1-4

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Refrain

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.

O come, O Wisdom from on high,
embracing all things far and nigh:
in strength and beauty come and stay;
teach us your will and guide our way.
Refrain
O come, O come, O Lord of might,
as to your tribes on Sinai's height
in ancient times you gave the law
in cloud, and majesty, and awe.
Refrain
O come, O Branch of Jesse, free
your own from Satan's tyranny;
from depths of hell your people save,
and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.
Refrain

Please be seated
First Reading: Micah 5:2-5a
The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of
a future shepherd-king who, like David, will come from the small town of
Bethlehem. (Ephrathah refers to the area around Bethlehem.) This king
will restore Israel and bring peace. New Testament writers understood
this passage to be referring to Jesus.

2

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3Therefore he shall give
them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then
the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4And he shall
stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the
name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall
be great to the ends of the earth; 5aand he shall be the one of peace.
L: the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Children’s Sermon “Advent Angels: Faith... of a Young Mother”
by William Dohle
Produced by special arrangement with Christian Publishers
Junior Grace Players cast:
Jamie Briggs, Drake Carney, Catherine Lewis,
Maya Lint, Carol Woodruff
Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation

C:

Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Luke 1:39-46a
We are presented with Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother
of Jesus, two women filled with the Holy Spirit and with faith. In

Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of praise we hear of a
saving God who remembers, scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things.
39

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the
hill country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted
Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in
her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed
with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit
of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of
my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your
greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who
believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by
the Lord.” 46And Mary said,
Psalm Luke 1:46b-55
L: 46bMy soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 47my spirit rejoices in
God my Savior,
C: 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
49
you, the Almighty, have done great things for me and holy is your
name.
50
You have mercy on those who fear you, from generation to
generation.
51
You have shown strength with your arm and scattered the proud in their
conceit,
52
casting down the mighty from their thrones and lifting up the
lowly.
53
You have filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away
empty.
54
You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, to remember the
promise of mercy,
55
the promise made to our forbears, to Abraham and his children forever.
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated
Sermon

“Look Within”

Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day
“It Came Upon A Midnight Clear”

#282

Sacrament of Holy Baptism and Reception of New Members
page 227
This morning we celebrate the Holy Baptism of Fletcher Rex Reynolds.
Parents are Megan Renae Reynolds and Charles Rex Reynolds.
Sponsors will be Matthew Rex Ringgenberg, Sara Anne Ringgenberg,
and Valarie Sample.
Prayers of the People
L: Hear us, O God.
C:

P: Receive our prayers, merciful God, and make us ready to receive you
when you come through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
Please be seated
Announcements
The Offering
Offertory

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”

by John Carter

Please stand as you are able
Offering Prayer
P: God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your
creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we
care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and
Lord.
C: Amen

Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
For as often we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim our
Lord’s death until he comes.
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P: God fills the hungry with good things. Taste and see that the Lord is
good.
Please be seated
Lamb of God

Distribution Hymns: 616(3x), 777, 423
Please stand as you are able
Prayer after Communion
P: Holy One, we give you thanks that in this bread and cup we have
feasted again on your endless love. As Mary set out to visit Elizabeth
before she gave birth to her son, bless those who go forth to share your
word and sacrament with our sisters and brothers who are homebound. In
your love and care, nourish and strengthen those to whom we bring this
communion, that through the body and blood of your Son we may all
know the hope of your promised coming in Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn:

“Rejoice, Rejoice Believers”

#244

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. The Lord is near.
C. Thanks be to God.
Postlude

“O Perfect Love”

by Rolin Mains
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