Grace Lutheran Church
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome to Worship!
The Second Sunday after Epiphany
January 17, 2016 10:45 a.m

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the
Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has
information for you about our congregation. Please sign the guest book,
ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and
donuts in Grace Hall between services. The greeters, ushers, or
announcement sheet will happily fill you in on education hour offerings,
Sunday school, and the teen hangout.
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace,
please contact Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking,
listening. You are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are
comfortable and able.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each
pew.
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are
available from the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the
doors to the sanctuary. If your children become restless, the service is
broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and participate
together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by
Grace Kids Care staff members.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy
Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’
discretion, after meeting for instruction with the pastor. Children not
instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you are not able
to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher before the
service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in
your pew.
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis situations. If
you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister, please contact the
office for assistance.
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Prelude

“Christians, We Have Met To Worship” by Mark Hayes
Silence is kept for reflection

Please stand as you are able
Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us and forms us,
who redeems us and calls us, who unites us and sends us.
C: Amen.
P: Let us come into the light of Christ, confessing our need for God’s
mercy.
Pause for silence and reflection.
P: Mighty and loving God,
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We seek our own way. We divide the body of Christ. In your mercy,
cleanse us and heal us. Let the words of our mouths, the thoughts of
our hearts, and everything that we do be filled with faith, hope, and
love. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Opening Hymn “Soul, Adorn Yourself With Gladness”
Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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Kyrie

Canticle of Praise
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray,
C: Lord God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your glory
and led many to faith by the works of your Son, who brought
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gladness and salvation to his people. Transform us by the Spirit of
his love, that we may find our life together in him, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
Please be seated
First Reading: Isaiah 62:1-5
The people’s return to Judah after the exile was marred by economic and
political troubles. Nevertheless, the prophet declares, Jerusalem and
Judah will be restored. God will rejoice over Jerusalem as a bridegroom
rejoices over his bride; and the people are called to the celebration.
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not
rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like
a burning torch. 2The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings
your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the
LORD will give. 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the
LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 4You shall no more
be termed Forsaken, and your land shall no more be termed Desolate; but
you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, and your land Married; for the
LORD delights in you, and your land shall be married. 5For as a young
man marries a young woman, so shall your builder marry you, and as the
bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.
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L: the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Chancel Choir

“Christ, Whose Glory Fills The Skies”
by Gilbert Martin

Children’s Sermon
Psalm 36:5-10
5
Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens, and your faithfulness to the
clouds.
6
Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like
the great deep; you save humankind and animals, O LORD.
7
How priceless is your love, O God! All people take refuge under the
shadow of your wings.
8
They feast upon the abundance of your house; you give them drink
from the river of your delights.
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For with you is the well of life, and in your light we see light.
Continue your lovingkindness to those who know you, and your
favor to those who are true of heart.
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Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the second Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: John 2:1-11
Turning water to wine at the wedding at Cana is described as the first of
Jesus’ signs. Through many such epiphanies, Jesus reveals that he bears
God’s creative power and joyful presence into the world.
1

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother
of Jesus was there. 2Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the
wedding. 3When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him,
“They have no wine.” 4And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is
that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” 5His mother said to
the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6Now standing there were six
stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty
or thirty gallons. 7Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they
filled them up to the brim. 8He said to them, “Now draw some out, and
take it to the chief steward.” So they took it. 9When the steward tasted
the water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from
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(though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called
the bridegroom 10and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first,
and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you
have kept the good wine until now.” 11Jesus did this, the first of his signs,
in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in
him.
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated
Sermon
Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day
“Jesus, Come! For We Invite You”
Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of the People
L: Hear us, O God
C:
Lord, Listen to your Children Praying

P: Trusting your love and healing, O God, we commend to you all for
whom we pray, knowing you will hear and answer, through Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
Please be seated
Announcements
Temple Talk
The Offering
Offertory

Carol Mattes

“Soul, Adorn Yourself With Gladness” by Anne Organ
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Please stand as you are able
Offering Prayer
P: Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were
gathered together to become one bread, so let your church be gathered
together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the
glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.
C: Amen
Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
For as often we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim our
Lord’s death until he comes.
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P: Come to the table. Feast on God’s abundant life for you.
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Please be seated
Lamb of God

Distribution Hymns: 528(3x), 542, 592
Please stand as you are able
Prayer after Communion
P: We thank you, O God, that you have fed us at your banqueting table
with bread and wine beyond compare, the very life of Christ for us. Send
your Spirit with us now, that we may set the captive free, use your gifts
to build one another up, and in everything reflect your glory revealed in
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Bless those who go forth to share your
word and sacrament with those who are homebound. May these gifts be
signs of our love and prayers, that through the sharing of the body and
blood of Christ, all may know your grace and healing revealed in Jesus
Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn: “Although I Speak With Angel's Tongue”
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Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Remember the poor.
C. Thanks be to God.
Postlude

“All The Glory Never Ending!”

By Anne Organ

Welcome to Grace!
Ministers – The People of God
Pastor – The Rev. Michael Schmidt
Director of Laity Ministries - Stephanie Johnson
Director of Music Ministries – Emma Stammer
Developer of Youth and Family Ministry – Ellen Rothweiler
Organist - Jennifer Wohlenhaus Bloomberg
Grace Kids Care Director - Heather Nelson
Church Administrator - Jacquelyn Holmes
Director of Communications - Michelle Voelker
Custodian – Todd Haugen
Ushers – Paul Nelson, Rick Fry, Jay Wangerin
Acolytes – Sam Speck
Liturgist – Stephanie Johnson
Lector – Joanne Johnson
Children’s Sermon – Carol Woodruff
Altar Guild – Carol Woodruff, Kathy Bowermaster, Sue Anderson
Counters – Bill Jensen and Tom McCleary
Coffee –
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