Grace Lutheran Church
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome to Worship!
The Third Sunday after Epiphany
January 24, 2016 10:45 a.m

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the
Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has
information for you about our congregation. Please sign the guest book,
ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and
donuts in Grace Hall between services. The greeters, ushers, or
announcement sheet will happily fill you in on education hour offerings,
Sunday school, and the teen hangout.
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace,
please contact Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking,
listening. You are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are
comfortable and able.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each
pew.
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are
available from the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the
doors to the sanctuary. If your children become restless, the service is
broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and participate
together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by
Grace Kids Care staff members.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy
Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’
discretion, after meeting for instruction with the pastor. Children not
instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you are not able
to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher before the
service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in
your pew.
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis situations. If
you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister, please contact the
office for assistance.
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Prelude

“On Eagle's Wings”
by Douglas E. Wagner
Silence is kept for reflection

Please stand as you are able
Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us and forms us,
who redeems us and calls us, who unites us and sends us.
C: Amen.
P: Let us come into the light of Christ, confessing our need for God’s
mercy.
Pause for silence and reflection.
P: Mighty and loving God,
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We seek our own way. We divide the body of Christ. In your mercy,
cleanse us and heal us. Let the words of our mouths, the thoughts of
our hearts, and everything that we do be filled with faith, hope, and
love. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Opening Hymn

“I Love to Tell the Story”

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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Kyrie

Canticle of Praise
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray,
C: Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be
written for the nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear

5

them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted
by your promises, we may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope
of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Please be seated
First Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
The apostle and pastor Paul uses the metaphor of the human body to
describe how intimately connected we are in the church. For this
struggling congregation in Corinth, Paul delivers a vital message of
unity that is a mark of the church today.
12

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members
of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the
one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or
free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 14Indeed, the body
does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot would say,
“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not
make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear would say, “Because
I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any
less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the
hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of
smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one
of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, where would the
body be? 20As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21The eye
cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the
feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, the members of the body
that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and those members of the
body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our
less respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24whereas our
more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the
body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25that there may
be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same
care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together with it;
if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 27Now you are the
body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has appointed
in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of
power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership,
various kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all
teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all
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speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31aBut strive for the greater gifts.
L: the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Children’s Sermon
Psalm 19
1
The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims its maker’s
handiwork.
2
One day tells its tale to another, and one night imparts knowledge to
another.
3
Although they have no words or language, and their voices are not
heard,
4
their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the
ends of the world, where God has pitched a tent for the sun.
5
It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices like a
champion to run its course.
6
It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about
to the end of it again; nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
7
The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony
of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.
8
The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; the
commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.
9
The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; the judgments of the
LORD are true and righteous altogether.
10
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
11
By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is
great reward.
12
Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret
faults.
13
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get
dominion over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a
great offense.
14
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.
Please stand as you are able
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Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Luke 4:14-21
Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits his hometown of
Nazareth. In the words of Isaiah, he states and claims his identity,
purpose, and mission.
14

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and
a report about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He
began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 16When
he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read,
17
and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the
scroll and found the place where it was written: 18“The Spirit of the Lord
is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight
to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19to proclaim the year of the
Lord’s favor.” 20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant,
and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him.
21
Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled
in your hearing.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
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Please be seated
Sermon
Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day

“Soli Deo Gloria”

Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
L: Hear us, O God
C:
Lord, Listen to your Children Praying
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P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all of your beloved for
whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
Please be seated
Announcements
Temple Talk

Sandy Briggs

The Offering
Offertory “Amazing Grace, My Chains Are Gone” by Carol Tornquist
Please stand as you are able
Offering Prayer
P: Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were
gathered together to become one bread, so let your church be gathered
together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the
glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.
C: Amen
Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
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of me. For as often we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we
proclaim our Lord’s death until he comes.
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P: Come to the table. Feast on God’s abundant life for you.
Please be seated
Lamb of God

Distribution Hymns: 674, 712, 751(3x)
Please stand as you are able
Prayer after Communion
P: We thank you, O God, that you have fed us at your banqueting table
with bread and wine beyond compare, the very life of Christ for us. Send
your Spirit with us now, that we may set the captive free, use your gifts
to build one another up, and in everything reflect your glory revealed in
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Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Bless those who go forth to share your
word and sacrament with those who are homebound. May these gifts be
signs of our love and prayers, that through the sharing of the body and
blood of Christ, all may know your grace and healing revealed in Jesus
Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn: “Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak”
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Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Remember the poor.
C. Thanks be to God.
Postlude

“You Are My All In All”

by Mark Hayes

Welcome to Grace!
Ministers – The People of God
Pastor – The Rev. Michael Schmidt
Director of Laity Ministries - Stephanie Johnson
Director of Music Ministries – Emma Stammer
Developer of Youth and Family Ministry – Ellen Rothweiler
Organist - Jennifer Wohlenhaus Bloomberg
Grace Kids Care Director - Heather Nelson
Church Administrator - Jacquelyn Holmes
Director of Communications - Michelle Voelker
Custodian – Todd Haugen
Ushers – Paul Nelson, Rick Fry, Jay Wangerin
Acolytes – Catherine Lewis, Ivy Lawson
Liturgist – Mary Helt
Lector – Alex Davik
Children’s Sermon – Pastor Mike
Communion Assistants – Stephanie Johnson, Susanne Carney, Felicia
Adams, Kate Schaller
Altar Guild – Carol Woodruff, Kathy Bowermaster, Sue Anderson
Counters – Mark Stumme and Bill Jensen
Coffee – Ross Peeler
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