First Sunday in Lent
February 14, 2016
10:45 a.m.

Welcome to Worship!

Grace Lutheran Church
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the
Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has
information for you about our congregation. Please sign the guest book,
ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and
donuts in Grace Hall between services. The greeters, ushers, or
announcement sheet will happily fill you in on education hour offerings,
Sunday school, and the teen hangout.
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace,
please contact Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking,
listening. You are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are
comfortable and able.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each
pew.
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are
available from the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the
doors to the sanctuary. If your children become restless, the service is
broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and participate
together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by
Grace Kids Care staff members.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive
Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the
parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the pastor.
Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you
are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will
commune you in your pew.
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis situations. If
you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister, please contact the
office for assistance.

Prelude

“It Is Well With My Soul”

by Joel Raney

Please stand as you are able
Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who brings us safely through
the sea, who gives us water from the rock, who leads us into the land of
milk and honey.
C: Amen.
P: Let us come home to God, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection
P: Merciful Father,
C: we have sinned against heaven and before you. We do not fully
live as your sons and daughters. We use your gifts to our own ends.
Forgive us and restore us, that we may resist all that draws us away
from you, and be at peace with one another. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Opening Hymn

“Just As I am, Without One Plea”

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Kyrie
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
C: O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and
brought them to the promised land. Guide us now, so that, following
your Son, we may walk safely through the wilderness of this world
toward the life you alone can give, through Jesus Christ, our Savior

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated
First Reading: Deuteronomy 26:1-11
The annual harvest festival, called the feast of Weeks, provides the
setting for this reading. This festival celebrates the first fruits of the
produce of the land offered back to God in thanks. In this text,
worshipers announce God’s gracious acts on behalf of Israel.
1

When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving
you as an inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2you
shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you
harvest from the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you
shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the LORD your God will
choose as a dwelling for his name. 3You shall go to the priest who is in
office at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to the LORD your
God that I have come into the land that the LORD swore to our ancestors
to give us.” 4When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it
down before the altar of the LORD your God, 5you shall make this
response before the LORD your God: “A wandering Aramean was my
ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in
number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous.
6
When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing
hard labor on us, 7we cried to the LORD, the God of our ancestors; the
LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our
oppression. 8The LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and
an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs
and wonders; 9and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a
land flowing with milk and honey. 10So now I bring the first of the fruit
of the ground that you, O LORD, have given me.” You shall set it down
before the LORD your God and bow down before the LORD your God.
11
Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among
you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the LORD your God has given
to you and to your house.
L: the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Children’s Sermon

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
1
You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the shadow
of the Almighty—
2
you will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my stronghold, my God in
whom I put my trust.”
9
Because you have made the LORD your refuge, and the Most High your
habitation,
10
no evil will befall you, nor shall affliction come | near your
dwelling.
11
For God will give the angels charge over you, to guard you in all your
ways.
12
Upon their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot
against a stone.
13
You will tread upon the lion cub and viper; you will trample down the
lion and the serpent.
14
I will deliver those who cling to me; I will uphold them, because
they know my name.
15
They will call me, and I will answer them; I will be with them in
trouble; I will rescue and honor them.
16
With long life will I satisfy them, and show them my salvation.
Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Luke 4:1-13
After being filled with the Holy Spirit at his baptism, Jesus is led in the
wilderness. Through his responses to the temptations of the devil he
defines what it means to be called “the Son of God.”
1

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by
the Spirit in the wilderness, 2where for forty days he was tempted by the

devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over,
he was famished. 3The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” 4Jesus answered him, “It
is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’ ” 5Then the devil led him
up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6And the
devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this authority;
for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. 7If you,
then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 8Jesus answered him, “It is
written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ” 9Then the
devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the
temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down
from here, 10for it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning
you, to protect you,’ 11and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that
you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 12Jesus answered him, “It
is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 13When the devil had
finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated
Sermon
Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day “O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days”
Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
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the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
L: Lord, hear our prayer,
C:

Stay with Me

P: To you, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your boundless mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
Please be seated
Announcements
The Offering
Offertory

“Be Thou My Vision”

Please stand as you are able

by John Carter

Offering Prayer
P: God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with
words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive
from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
For as often we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim our
Lord’s death until he comes.
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P: All who thirst, all who hunger, come and be filled with the goodness
of God.
Please be seated
Lamb of God

Distribution Hymns: 518, 595, 528(3x), 616(3x)
Please stand as you are able
Prayer after Communion

P: O God, we thank you for gathering and feeding us as a mother
hen embraces her young. Release us now to go on our way in these
forty days, ready to see our work as prayer, ready to fast from
complacency, and ready to share with those in need. Bless those
who go forth to share your word and sacrament with our sisters and
brothers who are homebound. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those to whom we bring this communion in the body
and blood of your Son, that we may all feast upon your abundant
love made known in Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn: “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”
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Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Remember the poor.
C. Thanks be to God.
Postlude

“Tell It to Jesus”

by Roger Summers
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