Grace Lutheran Church
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome to Worship!
Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 6, 2016 10:45 a.m.

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the
Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has
information for you about our congregation. Please sign the guest book,
ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and
donuts in Grace Hall between services. The greeters, ushers, or
announcement sheet will happily fill you in on education hour offerings,
Sunday school, and the teen hangout.
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace,
please contact Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking,
listening. You are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are
comfortable and able.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each
pew.
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are
available from the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the
doors to the sanctuary. If your children become restless, the service is
broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and participate
together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by
Grace Kids Care staff members.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive
Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the
parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the pastor.
Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you
are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will
commune you in your pew.
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis situations. If
you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister, please contact the
office for assistance.

Prelude

“Mary, Did You Know?”

By Jack Schrader

Please stand as you are able
Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who brings us safely through
the sea, who gives us water from the rock, who leads us into the land of
milk and honey.
C: Amen.
P: Let us come home to God, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection
P: Merciful Father,
C: we have sinned against heaven and before you. We do not fully
live as your sons and daughters. We use your gifts to our own ends.
Forgive us and restore us, that we may resist all that draws us away
from you, and be at peace with one another. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Opening Hymn

“Change my Heart, O God”

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Kyrie
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
C: God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace
us all with your mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of
your grace, and feed us at the table of your love, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated
First Reading: Joshua 5:9-12
By celebrating the Passover and eating the produce of the promised land
instead of the miraculous manna that had sustained them in the desert,
the Israelites symbolically bring their forty years of wilderness
wandering to an end at Gilgal.
The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the
disgrace of Egypt.” And so that place is called Gilgal to this day. 10While
the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the
evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 11On
the day after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the
land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 12The manna ceased on the
day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had
manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.
9

L: the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Special Music

"I Worship Only at the Feet of Jesus"
Michael, Jason, Corey, and Andrew Schmidt

Psalm 32
1
Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put
away!
2
Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, and in whose
spirit there is no guile!
3
While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, because of my
groaning all day long.
4
For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; my moisture was
dried up as in the heat of summer.
5
Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. I
said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you
forgave me the guilt of my sin.
6
Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of
trouble; when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach
them.
7
You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; you surround
me with shouts of deliverance.
8
“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; I
will guide you with my eye.
9
Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; who must
be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”

10

Great are the tribulations of the wicked; but mercy embraces those
who trust in the LORD.
11
Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; shout for joy, all who
are true of heart.
Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the Fifteenth Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel drama
Junior Grace Players will enact the Gospel during the reading
Jamie Briggs, Drake Carney, Catherine Lewis, Brad Lint, Maya Lint
Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
Jesus tells a parable about a son who ponders his father’s love only after
he has spurned it. The grace he receives is beyond his hopes. That same
grace is a crisis for an older brother who believed it was his obedience
that earned his place in the father’s home.
1

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to
[Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying,
“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3So he told them
this parable: 11b“There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger of
them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that
will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them. 13A few
days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant
country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When
he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that
country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out
to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed
the pigs. 16He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the
pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But when he came to

himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread
enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and
go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son;
treat me like one of your hired hands.” ‘ 20So he set off and went to his
father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled
with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him.
21
Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father
said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it
on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the
fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine
was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to
celebrate. 25“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and
approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26He called one of
the slaves and asked what was going on. 27He replied, ‘Your brother has
come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him
back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His
father came out and began to plead with him. 29But he answered his
father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for
you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never
given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends.
30
But when this son of yours came back, you killed the fatted calf for
him!’ 31Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and
all that is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because
this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has
been found.’ ”
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated
Sermon
Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day
“Children of the Heavenly Father”
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Sacrament of Holy Baptism
page 227
This morning we celebrate the Holy Baptism of Samantha Lee Schmidt.
Parents are Michael and Jenie Schmidt. Sponsors are Adam Fuller,
Michael Fuller, and Lisa Simmons.

Prayers of the People
L: Lord, hear our prayer,
C:

Stay with Me

P: To you, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your boundless mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
Please be seated
Announcements
The Offering
Offertory

“The Power of Your Love”

by Jane Holstein

Please stand as you are able
Offering Prayer
P: God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with
words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive
from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
For as often we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim our
Lord’s death until he comes.
“The Lord’s Prayer”
Sung by: Michael, Jason, Corey, and Andrew Schmidt
Invitation to Communion
P: All who thirst, all who hunger, come and be filled with the goodness
of God.
Please be seated
Lamb of God

Distribution Hymns: 423, 482, 751(3x), 752(3x)
Please stand as you are able

Prayer after Communion

P: O God, we thank you for gathering and feeding us as a mother
hen embraces her young. Release us now to go on our way in these
forty days, ready to see our work as prayer, ready to fast from
complacency, and ready to share with those in need. Bless those
who go forth to share your word and sacrament with our sisters and
brothers who are homebound. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those to whom we bring this communion in the body
and blood of your Son, that we may all feast upon your abundant
love made known in Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn: “God, When Human Bonds Are Broken”
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Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Remember the poor.
C. Thanks be to God.
Postlude

“What A Friend We Have In Jesus”

by Jack Schrader
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