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Welcome to Worship!
Palm Sunday
March 20, 2016 10:45 a.m.

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the
Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has
information for you about our congregation. Please sign the guest book,
ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and
donuts in Grace Hall between services. The greeters, ushers, or
announcement sheet will happily fill you in on education hour offerings,
Sunday school, and the teen hangout.
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace,
please contact Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking,
listening. You are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are
comfortable and able.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each
pew.
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are
available from the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the
doors to the sanctuary. If your children become restless, the service is
broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and participate
together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by
Grace Kids Care staff members.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive
Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the
parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the pastor.
Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you
are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will
commune you in your pew.
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis situations. If
you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister, please contact the
office for assistance.

Prelude

“O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”

by Don Wyrtzen

Please stand as you are able
Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who brings us safely through
the sea, who gives us water from the rock, who leads us into the land of
milk and honey.
C: Amen.
P: Let us come home to God, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection
P: Merciful Father,
C: we have sinned against heaven and before you. We do not fully
live as your sons and daughters. We use your gifts to our own ends.
Forgive us and restore us, that we may resist all that draws us away
from you, and be at peace with one another. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week, the week leading up to
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Resurrection of Our Lord on
Easter Sunday. We begin the celebration of Palm Sunday by processing
with palm branches as we sing the Gathering Hymn. This is done as a
way of placing all of us with the crowd that gathered as Jesus entered
Jerusalem riding a colt. The crowd waved palm branches as a sign of
hope.
Opening Hymn
“All Glory, Laud, and Honor”
#344
“all are invited to join the procession with palm branches”
Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Kyrie

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray,
C: Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human
heart through the servanthood of Jesus Christ. By your Spirit, keep
us in the joyful procession of those who with their tongues confess
Jesus as Lord and with their lives praise him as Savior, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Please be seated
First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a
This text, the third of the four Servant Songs in Isaiah, speaks of the
servant’s obedience in the midst of persecution. Though the servant has
been variously understood as the prophet himself or a remnant of faithful
Israel, Christians have often recognized the figure of Christ in these
poems.
4

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know
how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 5The Lord GOD has
opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I gave
my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out
the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 7The Lord GOD
helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my
face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who
vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up
together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9aIt is the Lord
GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty?
L: the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Chancel Choir

"Fanfare for Palm Sunday”

by Katherine K. Davis

Children’s Sermon
Psalm 31:9-16
9
Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; my eye is consumed
with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.
10
For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; my
strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are
consumed.
11
I am the scorn of my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to
my acquaintances; when they see me in the street they avoid me.
12
Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; I am as useless as a
broken pot.
13
For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; they
put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.
14
But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. I have said, “You are
my God.
15
My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies,
and from those who persecute me.
16
Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast
love.”
Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the Nineteenth Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Luke 19:28-40
Holy Week begins with a palm procession and the proclamation of Jesus’
entry into Jerusalem from the gospel of Luke. Christ enters the assembly
now, just as he did then, and with the angels at his birth we praise his
presence among us.
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After he had said this, [Jesus] went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.
When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the
Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 30saying, “Go into the
village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt
that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks
you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ” 32So
those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. 33As they
were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the
colt?” 34They said, “The Lord needs it.” 35Then they brought it to Jesus;
and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36As he
rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. 37As he was
now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole
multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice
for all the deeds of power that they had seen, 38saying, “Blessed is the
king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in
the highest heaven!”39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him,
“Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” 40He answered, “I tell you, if
these were silent, the stones would shout out.”
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P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated
Sermon
Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day
“What Wondrous Love is This?”
Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,

#666

the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
L: Lord, hear our prayer,
C:

Stay with Me

P: To you, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your boundless mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
Please be seated
Announcements
The Offering
Offertory

“What Wondrous Love Is This”

Please stand as you are able

by John Carter

Offering Prayer
P: God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with
words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive
from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
For as often we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim our
Lord’s death until he comes.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P: All who thirst, all who hunger, come and be filled with the goodness
of God.
Please be seated

Lamb of God

Distribution Hymns: 484, 496, 515
Please stand as you are able
Prayer after Communion

P: O God, we thank you for gathering and feeding us as a mother
hen embraces her young. Release us now to go on our way in these
forty days, ready to see our work as prayer, ready to fast from
complacency, and ready to share with those in need. Bless those
who go forth to share your word and sacrament with our sisters and
brothers who are homebound. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those to whom we bring this communion in the body
and blood of your Son, that we may all feast upon your abundant
love made known in Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn:

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Remember the poor.
C. Thanks be to God.
Postlude

“Lift High The Cross”

by Larry Shackley
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