Grace Lutheran Church
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome to Worship
Resurrection of Our Lord, Easter Day
March 27, 2016 6:30 a.m.

The Mission of Grace Lutheran Church is to bring the good news of
God's saving grace, through Jesus Christ's life, death and resurrection
to all to be free to be the people of God.
Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the
Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has
information for you about our congregation. Please sign the guest book,
ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for Easter breakfast in
Grace Hall between services. If you are interested in finding out more
about membership at Grace, please contact Pastor Mike at
Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each
pew.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive
Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the
parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the pastor.
Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you
are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will
commune you in your pew.

You are invited to gather in the Gathering Hall for the
Procession of Light at the beginning of this worship service.
Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.
Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to all the
world. Bless this fire, and increase in us a desire to shine forth with the
brightness of Christ’s rising, until we feast at the banquet of eternal light;
through the Sun of righteousness, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
P: Behold the light of the world!
C: The light no darkness can overcome.

P: Come to the light and walk in its pathway.
C: We walk in the way of God.
P: Through Christ be free from sin and walk Christ’s way.
C: We walk in the newness of life.
P: Feast with all people of God and walk in God’s way.
C: We walk in the joy of God’s salvation.
P: Come to the empty tomb and walk in the greatness of God.
C: We walk in the glory of God’s revelation.
P: Behold the light of the world!
C: The light no darkness can overcome.
P: Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed!
Hymn

“Now All The Vault of Heaven Resounds”

Greeting
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
P: The joy and peace of God be with you all.
C: And also with you!
Canticle of Praise
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray,
C: O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for
our redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us
from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may
live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated
Reading: Acts 10:34-43
Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army
officer, sums up the essential message of Christianity. Everyone who
believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the words
of the prophets, receives forgiveness of sins through his name.
Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God
shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does
what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the
people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all.
37
That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the
baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We
are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put
him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third
day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were
chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he
rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to
testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the
dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
34

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

R:

Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; God’s mercy endures
forever.
2
Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.”
14
The LORD is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation.
15
Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!
16
The right hand of the LORD is exalted! The right hand of the LORD acts
valiantly!”
17
I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD. R
1

18

The LORD indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to
death.
19
Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them and give
thanks to the LORD.
20
“This is the gate of the LORD; here the righteous may enter.”
21
I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have
become my salvation. R
22
The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
23
By the LORD has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes.
24
This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in
it. R

R:

Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the Twenty-fourth Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Luke 24:1-12
Evidently expecting to find Jesus’ corpse, some of his women followers
go to the tomb with embalming spices. After a perplexing encounter with
the empty tomb and angelic visitors, the women become the first to
proclaim the amazing news of resurrection.
1

On the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] came to the
tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. 2They found the stone
rolled away from the tomb, 3but when they went in, they did not find the
body. 4While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in

dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5The women were terrified and
bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you
look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.
6
Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7that the Son
of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third
day rise again.” 8Then they remembered his words, 9and returning from
the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10Now it was
Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other
women with them who told this to the apostles. 11But these words
seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12But Peter
got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen
cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated
Sermon
Please stand as you are able
Hymn
“Thine Is The Glory”
Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Blessing of the Pascal Candle and Eternal Candle
P: Sisters and brothers, today we give thanks to God and we seek God’s
blessing as we set apart this Pascal Candle, stand, and Eternal Candle to
the glory of God.
We give you thanks, O God, creator of the universe, for you have
enriched our lives with every good and perfect gift; you have
commanded us to show your splendor to our children; and you have
invited us to praise you with lives of love, justice, and joy.
Send your blessing on these candles and stand, which we set apart today;
may they be to us a sign of Christ, the Light of the world, the light no
darkness can overcome.
To you, O God, be all glory and honor through your Son, Jesus Christ, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Prayers of the People
L: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: O God, we praise your life. We bless your mercy. We honor your
power. Transform all that is dying with the joy of the resurrection of
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
Please be seated
Announcements
Offertory

“Hymn of Promise” by Natalie Sleeth, arr. by John Carter

Please stand as you are able

Offering Prayer
P: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ,
give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to
those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
Great Thanksgiving

Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy

Thanksgiving at the Table
P: O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our
salvation, hear us as we praise, call us to your table, grant us your life.
When the world was a formless void, you formed order and beauty.
When Abraham and Sarah were barren, you sent them a child. When the
Israelites were enslaved, you led them to freedom, Ruth faced starvation,
David fought Goliath, and the psalmists cried out for healing, and full of
compassion, you granted the people your life.
You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. He was born among the
poor, he lived under oppression, he wept over the city. With infinite love,
he granted the people your life.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you, Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in by blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.
Remembering his death, we cry out amen.
C: Amen.
P: Celebrating his resurrection, we shout amen.
C: Amen.
P: Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead amen.
C: Amen.
P: O God, you are Breath; send your Spirit on this meal. O God, you are
Bread: feed us with yourself. O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and
make us one. O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.
P: O God most majestic, O God most motherly, O God our strength and
our song, you show us a vision of a tree of life with fruits for all and
leaves that heal the nations. Grant us such life, the life of the Father to
the Son, the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, life in you, now and
forever.
C: Amen
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P: Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. The
table of life is spread before you. Feast on the goodness and mercy of
God.
Please be seated
Lamb of God

Distribution Hymns: 674, 542, 592, 712
Please stand as you are able
Prayer after Communion
P: We give you thanks, O God, that you make your home with us,
bringing heaven to earth in this holy meal. Fill us with your Spirit as we
go from here, that we may wipe away tears, tend to those in mourning

and pain, seek the healing of the nations, and bring to earth the presence
of your Son. Bless those who go forth to share your word and sacrament
with our sisters and brothers who are homebound. In your love and care,
nourish and strengthen those to whom we bring this communion in the
body and blood of your Son, that we may all feast upon your abundant
love made known in Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace, in the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Hymn

“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”
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Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Share the Good News. Alleluia.
C. Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
Postlude

“Christ the Lord is Risen Today” by Michael Thomas
Welcome to Grace!
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