Grace Lutheran Church
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome to Worship!

The Second Sunday of Easter
April 3, 2016 10:45 a.m.

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the
Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has
information for you about our congregation. Please sign the guest book,
ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and
donuts in Grace Hall between services. The greeters, ushers, or
announcement sheet will happily fill you in on education hour offerings,
Sunday school, and the teen hangout.
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace,
please contact Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking,
listening. You are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are
comfortable and able.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each
pew.
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are
available from the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the
doors to the sanctuary. If your children become restless, the service is
broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and participate
together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by
Grace Kids Care staff members.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to
receive Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at
the parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the pastor.
Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you
are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will
commune you in your pew.
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis situations. If
you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister, please contact the
office for assistance.

Prelude

“Sonata No. 1, Menuetto and Trio”
by Ludwig van Beethoven

Please stand as you are able
Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.
C: Amen.
P: Let us come into the light, the revealing and healing light of God.
Silence is kept for reflection
P: God of grace and glory,
C: you have brought us through the night of sin into the light of
Jesus’ resurrection. Yet our lives are still shadowed by sin. Make us
alive in Christ, O God. Make us new as you make all things new.
Rescue us from evil and the gloom of sin, renew us in grace, and
restore us to living in your holiness, through Jesus Christ, our risen
Lord. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Opening Hymn

“That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright”

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Kyrie

#384

Canticle of Praise

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
C: Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and
the hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith
in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Please be seated
First Reading: Acts 5:27-32
Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ death
and resurrection. His response to the charges of the high priest

summarizes the early church’s proclamation of forgiveness of sin
through repentance.
27

When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the
council. The high priest questioned them, 28saying, “We gave you strict
orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with
your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.”
29
But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than
any human authority. 30The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom
you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his right
hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and
forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the
Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.”
L: the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Voluntary Music “Your Raise Me Up”
by Brendan Graham and Rolf Loveland
Children’s Sermon
Psalm 118:14-29
14
The LORD is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation.
15
Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!
16
The right hand of the LORD is exalted! The right hand of the LORD acts
valiantly!”
17
I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.
18
The LORD indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to
death.
19
Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them and give
thanks to the LORD.
20
“This is the gate of the LORD; here the righteous may enter.”
21
I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have
become my salvation.
22
The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
23
By the LORD has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes.
24
This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
25
Hosanna! O LORD, save us! We pray to you, LORD, prosper our
days!

26

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD; we bless you
from the house of the LORD.
27
The LORD is God and has given us light. Form a procession with
branches up to the corners of the altar.
28
You are my God, and I will thank you; you are my God, and I will exalt
you.
29
Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; God’s mercy
endures forever.
Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the Twentieth Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: John 20:19-31
The unprecedented events of the day of resurrection continue as the risen
Jesus appears to his fearful disciples. A week later, after Thomas
worships Jesus, Jesus pronounces that the blessings of the resurrection
are also for those who “have not seen and yet believe.”
19

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again,
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the
Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 24But Thomas (who was
called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.
25
So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said
to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not

believe.” 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand
and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered
him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have come to believe.” 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the
presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these
are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the
Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated
Sermon
Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day

“Day of Arising”
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Sacrament of Holy Baptism page 227
This morning we celebrate the Holy Baptism of Owen Carter Chenoweth.
Parents are Sarah and Curtis Chenoweth. Sponsors are Rita Stackhouse
and Stephen Humke.
Prayers of the People
L: Hear us, O God.
C:

P: We deliver all this into your care, O God, trusting in the work of your
Holy Spirit to bring all things into the risen life of Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
Please be seated
Announcements
Temple Talk
The Offering
Offertory

Hunger Team, Rich Snyder
“Easter Dawn”

by Seldon Heaps

Please stand as you are able
Offering Prayer
P: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ,
give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to
those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen
Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
For as often we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim our
Lord’s death until he comes.
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P: The table of life is spread before you. Feast on the goodness and
mercy of God.
Please be seated
Lamb of God

Distribution Hymns: 595, 712, 793
Please stand as you are able

Prayer after Communion
P: We give you thanks, O God, that you make your home with us,
bringing heaven to earth in this holy meal. Fill us with your Spirit as we
go from here, that we may wipe away tears, tend to those in mourning
and pain, seek the healing of the nations, and bring to earth the presence
of your Son. Bless those who go forth to share your word and sacrament
with our sisters and brothers who are homebound. In your love and care,
nourish and strengthen those to whom we bring this communion in the
body and blood of your Son, that we may all feast upon your abundant
love made known in Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn:

“Drawn to the Light”

#593

Dismissal
P: Alleluia. Go in peace. Share the good news.
C. Thanks be to God.
Postlude

“Rejoice, the Lord is King”

by John Darwall
arr by Jan Sanborn
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