Grace Lutheran Church
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome to Worship!

The Third Sunday of Easter
April 10, 2016 10:45 a.m.

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the
Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has
information for you about our congregation. Please sign the guest book,
ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and
donuts in Grace Hall between services. The greeters, ushers, or
announcement sheet will happily fill you in on education hour offerings,
Sunday school, and the teen hangout.
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace,
please contact Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking,
listening. You are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are
comfortable and able.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each
pew.
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are
available from the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the
doors to the sanctuary. If your children become restless, the service is
broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and participate
together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by
Grace Kids Care staff members.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to
receive Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at
the parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the pastor.
Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you
are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will
commune you in your pew.
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis situations. If
you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister, please contact the
office for assistance.
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Prelude

“Notturno”

by Edvard Grieg

Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the fountain of living water, the
rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.
C: Amen.
P: Let us come into the light, the revealing and healing light of God.
Pause for silence and reflection.
P: God of grace and glory,
C: you have brought us through the night of sin into the light of
Jesus’ resurrection. Yet our lives are still shadowed by sin. Make us
alive in Christ, O God. Make us new as you make all things new.
Rescue us from evil and the gloom of sin, renew us in grace, and
restore us to living in your holiness, through Jesus Christ, our risen
Lord. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Opening Hymn

“How Firm A Foundation”

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Kyrie
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Canticle of Praise
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray,
C: Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints
we laud your majesty and might. By the resurrection of your Son,
show yourself to us and inspire us to follow Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
LWR Kit and Quilt Blessing
P: In the name of our Lord—Creator, Savior, and Spirit—who calls us to
do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God.
C: Amen.
P: To you we lift our voices in praise and thanksgiving for the many
blessings you have given us.
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C: To you we renew our Christian promise to help those in need—to
feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, clothe the naked, comfort the
weary and outcast, welcome the stranger, and be a loving neighbor
to all people of the earth.
P: We humbly dedicate our gifts of love to you.
C: We ask that you bless the fruits of our labor and the whole work
of Lutheran World Relief, that together we may minister to our
neighbors in need.
P: To you be all glory and honor, now and forever, through Jesus Christ.
All: Amen.
Please be seated
First Reading: Acts 9:1-6
Each of us has a story of meeting God’s grace. Saul (later called Paul)
was an ardent persecutor of all who followed the Way of Christ. This
reading recounts the story of his transformation, beginning with an
encounter with Jesus Christ on the way to Damascus.
1
Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord,
went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at
Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or
women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going
along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed
around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him,
“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5He asked, “Who are you,
Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But get
up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.”
L: the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Children’s Sermon
Psalm 30
1
I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up and have not let
my enemies triumph over me.
2
O LORD my God, I cried out to you, and you restored me to health.
3
You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead; you restored my life as I
was going down to the grave.
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Sing praise to the LORD, all you faithful; give thanks in holy
remembrance.
5
God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime. Weeping spends the
night, but joy comes in the morning.
6
While I felt secure, I said, “I shall never be disturbed.
7
You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.”
Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear.
8
I cried to you, O LORD; I pleaded with my Lord, saying,
9
“What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit? Will the dust
praise you or declare your faithfulness?
10
Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me; O LORD, be my helper.”
11
You have turned my wailing into dancing; you have put off my
sackcloth and clothed me with joy.
12
Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; O LORD my God,
I will give you thanks forever.
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the Twenty-first Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: John 21:1-19
The risen Christ appears again to his disciples by the sea where they
were first called. After echoes of the fishing and feeding miracles, he
gives a final reminder of the cost of a disciple’s love and obedience.
1

After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself
again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in
this way. 2Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the
Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others
of his disciples. 3Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They
said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat,
but that night they caught nothing.
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Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did
not know that it was Jesus. 5Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no
fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” 6He said to them, “Cast the
net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it,
and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish.
7
That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When
Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he
was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8But the other disciples came in the
boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land,
only about a hundred yards off.
9
When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish
on it, and bread. 10Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you
have just caught.” 11So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net
ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there
were so many, the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, “Come and
have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are
you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus came and took the
bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14This was now
the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised
from the dead.
15
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter,
“Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him,
“Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my
lambs.” 16A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love
me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said
to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17He said to him the third time, “Simon son of
John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third
time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know
everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my
sheep. 18Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to
fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow
old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt
around you and take you where you do not wish to go.” 19(He said this to
indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he
said to him, “Follow me.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated
Sermon
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Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day
“Will You Come and Follow Me?”
Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
L: Hear us, O God
C:
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P: We deliver all this into your care, O God, trusting in the work of your
Holy Spirit to bring all things into the risen life of Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
Please be seated
Announcements
Temple Talk
The Offering
Offertory

Denny Rehder

“Here I Am, Lord”

by Anne M. David

Please stand as you are able
Offering Prayer
P: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ,
give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to
those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen
Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
For as often we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim our
Lord’s death until he comes.
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P: The table of life is spread before you. Feast on the goodness and
mercy of God.
Please be seated
Lamb of God

Distribution Hymns: 423, 528, 616, 807
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Prayer after Communion
P: We give you thanks, O God, that you make your home with us,
bringing heaven to earth in this holy meal. Fill us with your Spirit as we
go from here, that we may wipe away tears, tend to those in mourning
and pain, seek the healing of the nations, and bring to earth the presence
of your Son. Bless those who go forth to share your word and sacrament
with our sisters and brothers who are homebound. In your love and care,
nourish and strengthen those to whom we bring this communion in the
body and blood of your Son, that we may all feast upon your abundant
love made known in Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn:

“To Be Your Presence”
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Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Share the Good News.
C. Thanks be to God.
Postlude “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”
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by John Carter
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Welcome to Grace!
Ministers – The People of God
Pastor – The Rev. Michael Schmidt
Director of Laity Ministries - Stephanie Johnson
Director of Music Ministries – Emma Stammer
Developer of Youth and Family Ministry – Ellen Rothweiler
Organist - Jennifer Wohlenhaus Bloomberg
Grace Kids Care Director - Heather Nelson
Church Administrator - Jacquelyn Holmes
Director of Communications - Michelle Voelker
Custodian – Todd Haugen
Ushers – Gary Nelson, Jay Wangerin, Tom McCleary
Acolytes – Sam Speck, Drake Carney
Liturgist – Denny Rehder
Lector – Joanne Johnson
Children’s Sermon – Ellen Rothweiler
Communion Servers – Susanne Carney, Aaron Brandsfield,
Kathleen Uehling, Sierra Carney
Altar Guild – Connie Heuton, Jane Ridnour
Counters – Chris Lawson and Bill Jensen
Coffee – Karen Taylor

Grace Lutheran Church
3010 52nd St. Des Moines, Iowa 50310
Pastor Michael Schmidt
515-276-6873
mike@gracedm.org
www.gracedm.org
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