Grace Lutheran Church
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome to Worship!
The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
June 19, 2015
9:45 a.m.

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the
Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has
information for you about our congregation. Please sign the guest book,
ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and
donuts in the Gathering Hall between services.
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace,
please contact Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873. New
Member classes will be held Sunday June 26 or August 21. 11:00 a.m. in
the Gathering Hall.
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking,
listening. You are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are
comfortable and able.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each
pew.
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are
available from the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the
doors to the sanctuary. If your children become restless, the service is
broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and participate
together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by
Grace Kids Care staff members.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy
Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’
discretion, after meeting for instruction with the pastor. Children not
instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you are not able
to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher before the
service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in
your pew.
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis situations. If
you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister, please contact the
office for assistance.

Prelude

“Come, Now Is The Time to Worship” by Carol Tornquist

Please stand as you are able
Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, abounding in steadfast love
toward us, healing the sick and raising the dead, showering us with every
good gift.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection
P: Just and gracious God,
C: we come to you for healing and life. Our sins hurt others and
diminish us; we confess them to you. Our lives bear the scars of sin;
we bring these also to you. Show us your mercy, O God. Bind up our
wounds, forgive us our sins, and free us to love, for the sake of Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Opening Hymn

“Christ, Be Our Light”

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Kyrie
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Canticle of Praise

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
C: O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world.
In your mercy set us free from the chains that bind us, and defend us
from everything that is evil, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
Please be seated
Reading: Isaiah 65:1-9
The prophet announces God’s impatience. The people’s self absorption
is idolatry, and images from pagan worship fill this reading. Like a

vintner who crushes the grape to release the wine, God will use Israel’s
exile to establish a new community of the faithful.
1

I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask, to be found by
those who did not seek me. I said, “Here I am, here I am,” to a nation
that did not call on my name. 2I held out my hands all day long to a
rebellious people, who walk in a way that is not good, following their
own devices; 3a people who provoke me to my face continually,
sacrificing in gardens and offering incense on bricks; 4who sit inside
tombs, and spend the night in secret places; who eat swine’s flesh, with
broth of abominable things in their vessels; 5who say, “Keep to yourself,
do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.” These are a smoke in
my nostrils, a fire that burns all day long. 6See, it is written before me: I
will not keep silent, but I will repay; I will indeed repay into their laps
7
their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities together, says the LORD;
because they offered incense on the mountains and reviled me on the
hills, I will measure into their laps full payment for their actions. 8Thus
says the LORD: As the wine is found in the cluster, and they say, “Do not
destroy it, for there is a blessing in it,” so I will do for my servants’ sake,
and not destroy them all. 9I will bring forth descendants from Jacob, and
from Judah inheritors of my mountains; my chosen shall inherit it, and
my servants shall settle there.
L: the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Voluntary

“In Heaven's Eyes”
Janet Habick, soprano
Emma Stammer, piano

by Sandi Patty

Children’s Sermon
Psalm 22:19-28
19
But you, O LORD, be not far away; O my help, hasten to my aid.
20
Deliver me from the sword, my life from the power of the dog.
21
Save me from the lion’s mouth! From the horns of wild bulls you have
rescued me.
22
I will declare your name to my people; in the midst of the assembly
I will praise you.
23
You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give
glory. Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel.
24
For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty;

neither is the LORD‘s face hidden from them; but when they cry out,
the LORD hears them.
25
From you comes my praise in the great assembly; I will perform my
vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.
26
The poor shall eat and be satisfied, Let those who seek the LORD
give praise! May your hearts live forever!
27
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; all the
families of nations shall bow before God.
28
For dominion belongs to the LORD, who rules over the nations.
Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation

Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the Eighth Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Luke 8:26-39
Jesus’ mission includes foreigners, and his authority extends to the
casting out of demons. Some who witness Jesus’ work are seized with
confusion and fear, but the man who was healed is commissioned to give
testimony of God’s mercy and power.
26

Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the Gerasenes,
which is opposite Galilee. 27As he stepped out on land, a man of the city
who had demons met him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and
he did not live in a house but in the tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he fell
down before him and shouted at the top of his voice, “What have you to
do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment
me”—29for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the
man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and
bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be

driven by the demon into the wilds.) 30Jesus then asked him, “What is
your name?” He said, “Legion”; for many demons had entered him.
31
They begged him not to order them to go back into the abyss.
32
Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the
demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them
permission. 33Then the demons came out of the man and entered the
swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was
drowned.
34
When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told
it in the city and in the country. 35Then people came out to see what had
happened, and when they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom
the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right
mind. And they were afraid. 36Those who had seen it told them how the
one who had been possessed by demons had been healed. 37Then all the
people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave
them; for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and
returned. 38The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he
might be with him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39“Return to your
home, and declare how much God has done for you.” So he went away,
proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him.
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated
Sermon
Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day
“This Little Light of Mine”
Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
L: Lord, in your mercy
C:
Lord, Listen to your Children Praying

P: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting your promise to hear us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
Please be seated
Announcements
The Offering
Offertory

“Like a River Glorious”

by Roger Summers

Please stand as you are able
Offering Prayer
P: God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open
your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may
come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and
Lord.
C: Amen
Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
For as often we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim our
Lord’s death until he comes.
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P: Christ invites you to a place of honor at this banquet. Welcome to the
feast.
Please be seated

Lamb of God

Communion Hymns: 423, 466, 496
Please stand as you are able
Prayer after Communion
P: O God, as a mother comforts her child, so you comfort your people,
carrying us in your arms and satisfying us with this food and drink, the
body and blood of Christ. Bless those who leave this assembly to share
the gifts of this table with our sisters and brothers who are homebound.
Send us now as your disciples, announcing peace and proclaiming that
the reign of God has come near; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
C: Amen
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn:

“O Sing to the Lord”
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Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Proclaim the good news.
C. Thanks be to God.
Postlude

“Strengthen Us For Service, Lord”

by Anne K. Organ
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