Welcome to Worship
Tanzanian Sunday
The Second Sunday after Pentecost

Grace Lutheran Church
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

July 31, 2016

9:45 a.m.

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the
Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has
information for you about our congregation. Please sign the guest book,
ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and
donuts in Grace Hall between services. The greeters, ushers, or
announcement sheet will happily fill you in on education hour offerings,
Sunday school, and the teen hangout.
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace,
please contact Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873. The
next New Member class will be held Sunday August 21. 11:00 a.m. in the
Gathering Hall.
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking,
listening. You are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are
comfortable and able.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each
pew.
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are
available from the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the
doors to the sanctuary. If your children become restless, the service is
broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and participate
together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by
Grace Kids Care staff members.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy
Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’
discretion, after meeting for instruction with the pastor. Children not
instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you are not able
to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher before the
service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in
your pew.
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis
situations. If you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister,
please contact the office for assistance.
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The Mission of Grace Lutheran Church is to bring the good news of
God's saving grace, through Jesus Christ's life, death and
resurrection to all to be free to be the people of God.

Listen! God Is Calling!

An East African Worship Service

(based upon Tanzanian hymns and hymn tunes)

Prelude

“Improvisation on "Resignation"” by Joseph Martin

Please stand as you are able
"Listen God is Calling!"
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Text ©2000 James C. and Judith A. Bangsund, Makumira University College
(www.bangsund.co.tz). Tunes (and refrain from "Listen, Listen' God Is Calling") ©1987 Makumira
University College of Tumaini University (Tanzania).

Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, abounding in steadfast love
toward us, healing the sick and raising the dead, showering us with every
good gift.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Pause for silence and reflection.
P: Just and gracious God,
C: we come to you for healing and life. Our sins hurt others and
diminish us; we confess them to you. Our lives bear the scars of sin;
we bring these also to you. Show us your mercy, O God. Bind up our
wounds, forgive us our sins, and free us to love, for the sake of Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God... in the name of the Father, and of the
+Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Gathering Hymn

“Praise and Thanksgiving”

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray…
C: Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our
lives. Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is
offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in your sight,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Please be seated
Anthem

“O Lord Hear Me”
Denny Rehder

- Traditional Tanzanian

O Lord, Hear Me*
Verse
1 Don't pass me by, O Saviour. Hear me Lord.
While you visit my people, don't pass me by.
2

I lift my eyes to your heavenly throne, Lord.
I kneel down before you to be forgiven my sins.

Chorus
Jesus, Jesus, O Lord hear me!
* translated from the Pare language of Tanzania, adapted and
arranged by Denny Rehder. Copyright 2001.
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Children's Sermon
First Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23
The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that working for
mere accumulation of wealth turns life into an empty game, a “vanity of
vanities.” Nevertheless, he asserts in the next verse, it is good to find
enjoyment in one’s work because such enjoyment is a gift from God.
2

Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 12I,
the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, 13applied my mind to
seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an
unhappy business that God has given to human beings to be busy with.
14
I saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and
a chasing after wind. 2:18I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the
sun, seeing that I must leave it to those who come after me 19—and who
knows whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of
all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is
vanity. 20So I turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the
toil of my labors under the sun, 21because sometimes one who has toiled
with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by
another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22What
do mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the
sun? 23For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation;
even at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Psalm 49:1-12
1
Hear this, all you peoples; give ear, all you who dwell in the world,
2
you of high degree and low, rich and poor together.
3
My mouth shall speak of wisdom, and my heart shall meditate on
understanding.
4
I will incline my ear to a proverb and set forth my riddle upon the
harp.
5
Why should I be afraid in evil days, when the wickedness of those at my
heels surrounds me,
6
the wickedness of those who put their trust in their own prowess,
and boast of their great riches?
7
One can never redeem another, or give to God the ransom for another’s
life;
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for the ransom of a life is so great that there would never be enough
to pay it,
9
in order to live forever and ever and never see the grave.
10
For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stupid they
perish and leave their wealth to those who come after them.
11
Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places from
generation to generation, though they had named lands after
themselves.
12
Even though honored, they cannot live forever; they are like the
beasts that perish.
Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the Twelfth Chapter
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Luke 12:13-21
In God’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a parable
to warn against identifying the worth of one’s life with the value of one’s
possessions rather than one’s relationship with God.
Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to
divide the family inheritance with me.” 14But he said to him, “Friend,
who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15And he said to them,
“Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life
does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 16Then he told them a
parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17And he thought
to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’
18
Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger
ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to
my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat,
drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your
13
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life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose
will they be?’ 21So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves
but are not rich toward God.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C:

Please be seated
Sermon
Please stand as you are able
Hymn
“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of the People
P: Hear us, O God,
C: Lord, Listen to your Children Praying

P: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting your promise to hear us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
Please be seated
Announcements
The Offering
Offertory

“Near to the Heart of God”
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by John Innes

Please stand as you are able
Offering Prayer
P: God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open
your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may
come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and
Lord.
C: Amen.
Words of Institution
P: In the night in which he was betrayed…
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
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and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
Christ invites you to a place of honor at this banquet. Welcome to the
feast.
Please be seated
The Distribution

Distribution Hymns: 466, 496, 518
Please stand as you are able
Prayer after Communion
P: O God, as a mother comforts her child, so you comfort your people,
carrying us in your arms and satisfying us with this food and drink, the
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body and blood of Christ. Bless those who leave this assembly to share
the gifts of this table with our sisters and brothers who are homebound.
Send us now as your disciples, announcing peace and proclaiming that
the reign of God has come near; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
C: Amen

13

Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Hymn

“God of Grace and God of Glory”
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Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Proclaim the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude

“Great and Glorious, All Victorious!”
By Anne K. Organ

Text ©2000 James C. and Judith A. Bangsund, Makumira University College
(www.bangsund.co.tz). Tunes (and refrain from "Listen, Listen' God Is Calling") ©1987 Makumira
University College of Tumaini University (Tanzania).
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Welcome to Grace!
Ministers – The People of God
Pastor – The Rev. Michael Schmidt
Director of Music Ministries – Emma Stammer
Developer of Youth and Family Ministry – Ellen Rothweiler
Organist - Jennifer Wohlenhaus Bloomberg
Grace Kids Care Director - Heather Nelson
Church Administrator – Denise Friesth
Director of Communications - Michelle Voelker
Custodian – Todd Haugen
Ushers – Paul Nelson, Rick Fry, Jay Wangerin, Bill Jensen
Congas – Sawyer Shiffler
Acolytes – Lydia McCleary
Liturgist – Denny Rehder
Lector – Felicia Adams
Children’s sermon – Pastor Mike
Communion servers – Aaron Brandsfield, Alex Davik, Courtney
Brandsfield, Susanne Carney
Altar Guild – Gail Peterson
Counters – Alex Davik and Mike Carney
Coffee – Karen Taylor

Grace Lutheran Church
3010 52nd St. Des Moines, Iowa 50310
Office Hours 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Mon – Friday
Pastor Michael Schmidt
515-276-6873
mike@gracedm.org
www.gracedm.org
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