Welcome to Worship!
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Grace Lutheran Church
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania
September 25, 2016 10:45 a.m.

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the
Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has
information for you about our congregation. Please sign the guest book,
ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and
donuts in Grace Hall between services. The greeters, ushers, or
announcement sheet will happily fill you in on education hour offerings,
Sunday school, and the teen hangout.
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace,
please contact Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873. The
next New Member class will be Sunday, October 23, 1:00 p.m. There
will be a reception of new members during worship on November 20.
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking,
listening. You are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are
comfortable and able. When following along in the bulletin, the
congregation is invited to read the items in bold (often marked with a
C:) aloud.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each
pew.
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are
available from the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the
doors to the sanctuary. If your children become restless, the service is
broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and participate
together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by
Grace Kids Care staff members.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive
Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the
parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the pastor.
Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you
are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will
commune you in your pew.
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis situations. If
you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister, please contact the
office for assistance.

Prelude

“Holy, Holy, Holy”

by Mark Hayes

Please stand as you are able
Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the only Sovereign, who
dwells in light; Christ Jesus, who came to save sinners; the Holy Spirit,
who lives within us.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one

another.
Silence is kept for reflection
P: God of overflowing grace,
C: we come to you with repentant hearts. Forgive us for shallow
thankfulness. Forgive us for passing by the ones in need. Forgive us
for setting our hopes on fleeting treasures. Forgive us our neglect
and thoughtlessness. Bring us home from the wilderness of sin, and
strengthen us to serve you in all that we do and say; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God… in the name of the Father, and of the
+Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Opening Hymn

“God of the Sparrow”

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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Kyrie

Canticle of Praise

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
C: O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled
world. Feed us with your grace, and grant us the treasure that comes
only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated
Reading: Amos 6:1a, 4-7
The prophet Amos announces that Israel’s great wealth is a cause not for
rejoicing but rather sorrow, because God’s people have forgotten how to
share their wealth with the poor. The wealthy will be the first to go into
exile when judgment comes.
1a

Alas for those who are at ease in Zion, and for those who feel secure on
Mount Samaria, 4Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, and lounge on
their couches, and eat lambs from the flock, and calves from the stall;
5
who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, and like David improvise
on instruments of music; 6who drink wine from bowls, and anoint
themselves with the finest oils, but are not grieved over the ruin of
Joseph!7Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, and the
revelry of the loungers shall pass away.
L: the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Anthem

“Bless the Lord, O My Soul”
Chancel Choir

by Daniel Snow

Children’s Sermon
Presentation of Bibles
Kindergarten (Spark Story Bible)
Vincent Patrick Meillier, Madison Nichole Robbins, Jaxsen Traver
Third Grade (Spark Bible – NRSV)
Kiernan James Hutton, Adilyne Reyes, Carleigh Jane Ridnour,
Allison Marie Olson Schmidt
Sixth Grade (Lutheran Study Bible)
Kiley Brandsfield, James Oakley Briggs, Elizabeth Lewis, Maya Lint,
Mira Joyce Voelker

Psalm 146
You are invited to read the lines in bold responsively.
1

Hallelujah! Praise the LORD, O my soul!
I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God
while I have my being.
3
Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help.
4
When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day
their thoughts perish.
5
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is
in the LORD their God;
6
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who
keeps promises forever;
7
who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who
hunger. The LORD sets the captive free.
8
The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who
are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous.
9
The LORD cares for the stranger; the LORD sustains the orphan and
widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
10
The LORD shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all
generations. Hallelujah!
2

Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the Sixteenth Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Luke 16:19-31
Jesus tells a parable in which the poor one is “lifted up” and the rich
one is “sent away empty.” Jesus makes it clear that this ethic of merciful
reversal is not new but is as old as Moses and the prophets.

[Jesus said:] 19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine
linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate lay a
poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21who longed to satisfy his
hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would
come and lick his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried away by
the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried.
23
In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw
Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24He called out, ‘Father
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his
finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’
25
But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you
received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but
now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26Besides all this,
between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who
might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross
from there to us.’ 27He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my
father’s house—28for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so
that they will not also come into this place of torment.’ 29Abraham
replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’
30
He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the
dead, they will repent.’ 31He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses
and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises
from the dead.’ ”
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated
Sermon
Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day
“Change My Heart, O God”
Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
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he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
L: Lord, in your mercy
C:

P: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your mercy; through your Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
Please be seated
Announcements

The Offering

“Lamb of God”

by Lloyd Larson

Please stand as you are able
Offering Prayer
P: Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were
gathered together to become one bread, so let your church be gathered
together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the
glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.
C: Amen
Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed…
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P: Take hold of the life that really is life. Come, take your place at the
table.
Please be seated
Lamb of God

Distribution Hymns: 482, 496, 518
Please stand as you are able
Prayer after Communion
P: We come again to you, O God, giving you thanks that in this feast of
mercy you have embraced us and healed us, making us one in the body
of Christ. Anoint with a servant heart those who take your word and
sacrament to our sisters and brothers in their homes. Go with us on our
way, and equip us that we may continue to give you thanks by embracing
others with mercy and healing; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
C: Amen
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you… in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn:

“Praise the Lord! O Heavens”
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Dismissal
P: Go in Peace, share the Good News.
C. Thanks be to God.
Postlude

“To God Be the Glory”

by Carol Tornquist
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