Welcome to Worship!
The Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Grace Lutheran Church
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania
November 13, 2016
10:45 a.m.

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the
Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has
information for you about our congregation. Please sign the guest book,
ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and
donuts in Grace Hall between services. The greeters, ushers, or
announcement sheet will happily fill you in on education hour offerings,
Sunday school, and the teen hangout.
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace,
please contact Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.
There will be a reception of new members during worship on
November 20.
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking,
listening. You are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are
comfortable and able. When following along in the bulletin, the
congregation is invited to read the items in bold (often marked with a
C:) aloud.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each
pew.
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are
available from the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the
doors to the sanctuary. If your children become restless, the service is
broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and participate
together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by
Grace Kids Care staff members.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive
Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the
parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the pastor.
Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you
are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will
commune you in your pew.
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis situations. If
you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister, please contact the
office for assistance.
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Prelude

“The Lord's My Shepherd”
Grace Bells

by Barbara B. Kinyon

Please stand as you are able
Confession and Forgiveness
P: In the name of God the Father of glory; in the name of God the Son,
our Redeemer; in the name of God the holy and life-giving Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: The Sun of righteousness shall rise with shining beams of healing. Let
us gather under the wings of God’s mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection
P: Gracious God,
C: we acknowledge that we are sinners and we confess our sins—
those known to us that burden our hearts, and those unknown to us
but seen by you. We know that before you nothing remains hidden,
and in you everything is revealed. Free us from the slavery of sin;
liberate us from the bondage of guilt; and work in us that which is
pleasing in your sight; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God… in the name of the Father, and of the
+Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Opening Hymn

“Will You Come and Follow Me”

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Kyrie
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Canticle of Praise
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray,
C: O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing
is strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with
you as our ruler and guide, we may live through what is temporary
without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
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Please be seated
Reading: Malachi 4:1-2a
Malachi, whose name means “my messenger,” warns that the day of the
Lord is coming. On that day, the evil will be destroyed like stubble in a
fire, but the “sun of righteousness” will shine on those who fear God.
1

See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and
all evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says
the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch.
2a
But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise,
with healing in its wings.
L: the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Children’s Sermon
Voluntary

“I Am Thanking Jesus”
Grace Sunday School

African traditional;

Psalm 98
You are invited to read the lines in bold responsively.
1
Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, whose
right hand and holy arm have won the victory.
2
O LORD, you have made known your victory, you have revealed
your righteousness in the sight of the nations.
3
You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of
Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
4
Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice,
and sing.
5
Sing to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song.
6
With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the
king, the LORD.
7
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell
therein.
8
Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy
before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth.
9
The LORD will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with
equity.
Please stand as you are able
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Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the Twenty-first Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Luke 21:5-19
As history moves toward God’s fulfillment there will be frightening signs
and events. Before the end, believers will draw strength from their
relationship to God and shall be given the words they need to testify and
to endure without fear.
5

When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with
beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6“As for these
things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left
upon another; all will be thrown down.”
7
They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the
sign that this is about to take place?” 8And he said, “Beware that you are
not led astray; for many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and,
‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them.
9
“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for
these things must take place first, but the end will not follow
immediately.” 10Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom; 11there will be great earthquakes, and in
various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents
and great signs from heaven.
12
“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you;
they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be
brought before kings and governors because of my name. 13This will give
you an opportunity to testify. 14So make up your minds not to prepare
your defense in advance; 15for I will give you words and a wisdom that
none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16You
will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends;
and they will put some of you to death. 17You will be hated by all
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because of my name. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 19By your
endurance you will gain your souls.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated
Sermon
Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day
“O Blessed Spring”
Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
L: Let us pray,
C:
Sung response continued at the top of page 10
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P: Almighty God, you have promised to hear those who call upon your
name. We commend all our spoken and silent prayers to you, trusting in
your abundant mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
Please be seated
Announcements
The Offering
Offertory

“I Need Thee Every Hour”

by Jeff Bennett

Please stand as you are able
Offering Prayer
P: Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were
gathered together to become one bread, so let your church be gathered
together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the
glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.
C: Amen
Litany and Blessing of Commitment Cards
P: Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we humbly thank you for your
goodness to us and to all that you have made. We pray your blessings be
upon these commitments and pledges, an opportunity to give back from
the abundance that you have first given us.
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C: Into your hands, almighty God, we place ourselves: our minds to
know you, our hearts to love you, our wills to serve you, for we are
yours. Into your hands, incarnate Savior, we place ourselves: receive
us and draw us after you, that we may follow your steps; abide in us
and enliven us by the power of your indwelling. Into your hands, O
hovering Spirit, we place ourselves: take us and fashion us after your
image; let your comfort strengthen, your grace renew, and your fire
cleanse us, soul and body, in life and in death, in this world of
shadows and in your changeless world of light eternal, now and
forever.
P: We pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies that with
thankful hearts we praise you, not only with our lips but in our lives, by
giving from ourselves to your service and by living in your gifts of
holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all worship and praise, now and
forever.
C: Amen
Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed…
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P: Share in the inheritance of all the saints. Come to the table prepared
for you.
Please be seated
Lamb of God
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Music during communion: “Come Eat This Bread”
Chancel Choir

by Robert Lau

Please stand as you are able
Prayer after Communion
P: We give you thanks, shepherding God, that you have gathered your
scattered flock again this day, feeding us richly with the food of Paradise.
Anoint with a servant heart those who take your word and sacrament to
our sisters and brothers in their home. Grant grace, mercy, healing, and
hope to those who feast on your body and blood and receive your words
of new life. Accompany us as we serve you all the days of our lives, and
gather us with the saints in the day of our death; through Jesus Christ,
our Redeemer and Lord.
C: Amen
Blessing

P: The Lord bless you…in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn:

“Now Thank We All Our God”

#840

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C. Thanks be to God.
Postlude

“All Earth is Hopeful”
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by Nancy M. Raabe

Welcome to Grace!
Ministers – The People of God
Pastor –
The Rev. Michael Schmidt ................................. mike@gracedm.org
Director of Music Ministries –
Emma Stammer ................................................ emma@gracedm.org
Developer of Youth and Family Ministry –
Ellen Rothweiler .................................................. ellen@gracedm.org
Organist –
Rich Snyder ................................................... snydersathome@att.net
Grace Kids Care Director –
Heather Nelson ....................................... heathernelsondc@msn.com
Church Administrator –
Denise Friesth ................................................... denise@gracedm.org
Director of Communications –
Michelle Voelker .......................................... michelle@gracedm.org
Custodian – Todd Haugen
Ushers – Jay Wangerin, Mike Carney, Rick Fry
Acolytes – Drake Carney
Liturgist – Denny Rehder
Lector – Felicia Adams
Children’s Sermon – Ellen Rothweiler
Altar Guild – Connie Heuton, Jane Ridnour
Communion Servers – Kathleen Uehling, Mary Helt
Counters – Chris Lawson and Bill Jensen
Coffee – Jane and Ed Ridnour

Grace Lutheran Church
3010 52nd St. Des Moines, Iowa 50310
Office hours: Mon-Fri 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Pastor Michael Schmidt
515-276-6873
worship@gracedm.org
www.gracedm.org
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