Grace Lutheran Church

Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome to Worship
Christmas Eve
December 24, 2016
5:00 and 11:00 p.m.




The Mission of Grace Lutheran Church is to bring
the good news of God's saving grace, through Jesus Christ's life, death
and resurrection to all to be free to be the people of God.

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the Visitor Center in the
Gathering Hall (vight outside the sanctuary) has information for you about our congregation.
Please sign the guest book, and the Attendance Registrations sheets which are found in each
pew. We invite you to join us for a Sunday Worship (January 1 at 10:00 a.m. for Lessons and
Carols, January 8 and beyond at 8:15 or 10:45 a.m.), and to stay for coffee, tea, and donuts in
Grace Hall between services. Education hour offerings, Sunday school, and the teen hangout,
will resume on January 8.

If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact Pastor
Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.

Candles during Silent Night: If you have a very small child, are holding a baby, or have diffi-
culty holding a flame steady, a few electric candles are available from the usher.

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You are
invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When following
along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold (often marked with
a C:) aloud.

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each pew.

Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from the
ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. If your children
be-come restless, the service is broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and
participate together.

Communion — We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction
with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you are
not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher before the service. Then try
to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your pew.

Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those experiencing personal problems
such as grieving or crisis situations. If you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister,
please contact the office for assistance.
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Prelude “Variations on a Swiss Noel” Daquin

Please stand as you are able
Lighting of the First Candle

L: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You call all
nations to walk in your light and to seek your ways. Rouse us from
sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord and welcome him into
our hearts, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God
forever.

C: Amen
“Q Little Town of Bethlehem”

Gathering Hymn: #279

Lighting of the Second Candle

L: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. Baptize us
with the fire of your Spirit, that we may be a light shining in the
darkness welcoming others as Christ has welcomed us, for he is our
light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever.

C: Amen

Greeting

P: Today Christ is born! The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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I. Cre- a-tor of the starsof night, your peo - ple's ev- er - last - ing light,
all knees must bend, all hearts must bow:

re- deemus for e-tem-al day;

2. At your great name, O Je - sus, now
3. Comein your ho- ly might, we pray,

O Christ,re-deemer of us all,
all things on earth with one ac - cord,

we pray you hear us whenwe call.
like those in heav'n, shall call you Lord.

de- fend us while we dwell be- low from all as - saults from our dread foe.
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5 Eyin ¢f Praise #248

NEB dzy R |

Rf S NB LINEeople, look east. The time is near

NA a i o of the crowning of the year.

-y Rf S F 2 Make your house fair as you are able,

K S { dzy RI #&i@ the hearth and set the table.

2 f 2 7F (0 KBeople, look east, and sing today—

G 27F Love, the Guest, is on the way.

S I Wn

& 0 Y & ®Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare,
one more seed is planted there.
Give up your strength the seed to nourish,
that in course the flow'r may flourish.
People, look east, and sing today—
Love, the Rose, is on the way.

“People, Look East”
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Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim,
one more light the bowl shall brim,
shining beyond the frosty weather,

bright as sun and moon together.

People, look east, and sing today—
Love, the Star, is on the way.

Angels announce with shouts of mirth
him who brings new life to earth.

Set ev'ry peak and valley humming
with the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look east, and sing today—
Love, the Lord, is on the way.

Text: Eleanor E. Farjeon, 1881-1965
Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of
David Higham Associates

Lighting of the Third Candle

L: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. Bless us as
we light the candles on this wreath. Strengthen our hearts for the com-
ing of the Lord, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God
forever.

C: Amen



Christmas Dialog

P: Jesus Christ is the Light of the World!

C: He is the light no darkness can overcome.

P: At darkest night we gather to celebrate the great light of our
salvation.

C: With the heavenly host we sing, fiGlory to God in the highest
heaven.0

P: In Christ, God’s Word is made flesh and lives among us.

C: With the shepherds, we will tell of the wonders we have seen
and heard.

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray.

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness
of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the
light of JesusOpresence and in the last day wake to the brightness
of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated
First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. “You
have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice
before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing
plunder. ‘For the yoke of their burden and the bar across their shoul-
ders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Mid-
ian. “For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments
rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. “For a child has
been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Fa-
ther, Prince of Peace. 'His authority shall grow continually, and there
shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He
will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from
this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will
do this.

L: the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
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Lighting of the Fourth Candle
L: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. In your Son,
Emmanuel, you have shown us your light and saved us from the power
of sin. Bless our time together as we celebrate Jesus’ birth, for he is
our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever.
C: Amen
5:00 Emma Stammer “Sure On This Shining Night”
by Samuel Barber
11:00 Chancel Choir “Be Strong, Fear Not” by Thomas Keesecker
Lighting of the Center Candle
L: Jesus Christ, eternal God, Son of the eternal Father, willing to hal-
low the world by his coming in mercy, was born of the virgin Mary in
Bethlehem of Judea. Today is the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, God
made flesh, our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever.
C: Amen
Please stand as you are able
Gospel Gospel Proclamation
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You have the words of ¢-ter - nal

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Luke 2:1-14

'In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the
world should be registered. “This was the first registration and was

taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. *All went to their own
towns to be registered. "Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he
was descended from the house and family of David. "He went to be
reglstered Wlth Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expect-
ing a chlld *While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her
child. "And she gave birth to her ﬁrstborn son and wrapped him in
bands of cloth, and lald him in a manger, because there was no place
for them in the inn. “In that region there were shepherds living in the
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. “Then an angel of the
Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified. '"But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid;
for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:

"'to you is born this day in the c1ty of David a Savior, who is the Mes-
siah, the Lord. "“This will be a sign for you: you W111 find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” "And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God
and saying,
““Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ

Please be seated
Sermon

Please stand as you are able

Hymn of the Day “Love Has Come” #292
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U K Selievelid2Iéuis €hist, God's only Son, our Lord,

i who was ¢om’peiv§da)y the Holy Spirit,
I ynp’;l ofél]e glrgm Mary,

tﬁg%e Pontius Pilate,
was cr Ci and was buried;
P L &cended &jﬁ.{!\

b R blUthe thtrd—ﬁy%@rose again;
D S & He ascehdéd intolhlaven,
j NJ\ Bedsyeaterl at Ky right hand of the Father,
O gng- ke oyl gome to judge the living and the dead.
b &1 beliettedn tHd Mdly{Spirit,
N @ the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Offering

Offertory “Improvisation on "Still, Still, Still" Manz

Please stand as you are able
Offering Prayer

P: God with us: You came as a baby to a manger. You slept on straw
and greeted shepherds. You come again in bread and wine. Remind us
how good you are at blessing ordinary things. And then, through these
gifts, help us to bless the lives of others in the strength of your holy
name.

C: Amen
Great Thanksgiving
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It is  right to give our thanks and praise.
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Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed...

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Lord& Prayer

Lo r d 7\ & > ur Fatjiee, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

2 dzhly killgd(nnfcdine, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
2 IiSe usitiisSlay our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
R e f A9 leétq.lué notinto temptation, but deliver us from evil.
b For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Invitation to Communion
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Distribution Hymns: 282, 490, 272, 294

Prayer after Communion

P: On this day, O God, you gave us Christ the Son to save us. As you
sent the one foretold, send us now with good news for all people. Let
the gladness of this feast have no end as we share with others the joy
that fills us; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen
Gospel of the Incarnation: John 1:1-14

Hymn of Light “Silent Night” #281
Blessing

P: The Lord bless you and keep you... in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
Sending Hymn: “Angels We Have Heard on High” #289
Dismissal

P: Glory to God in the highest!

C: Peace to God® people on earth!

P: Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
C. Thanks be to God.

Postlude “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come" Held

Please join us for worship Christmas Day at 10:00 a.m.

In our prayers: Patricia Allen, Deb Bradwell (Mother of Jason Bradwell),
Julie Caylor, Leanne Davis, Dorothy Duleepsingh, John Gronert, Marv Johns,
Betty Hirschauer, Lucy Krauss, Joseph Mattes, Pat McCleary (brother of Tom
McCleary), Moe Nielsen, Ardis Olson, Lillian Pricket, Kate Schaller, Burke
Shiffler, Verda Swanson, Randy Taylor, Dennis Thurston (Ellen Batten’s
brother), the family of Martha Stackhouse (Mother of Rita Stackhouse), and
the others we name before you...
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Welcome to Grace!

Ministers —the people of Grace

Pastor —

The Rev. Michael Schmidt ........cccccoovviiiiniiiiiicnns mike@gracedm.org
Director of Music Ministries —

Emma Stammer ..........coccooiiiiiiiii emma@gracedm.org
Director of Youth and Family Ministry —

Ellen Rothweiler.........cccoiieiiiiiiiciececsee ellen@gracedm.org
Organist —

Rich Snyder ......ccoooveiiiiiiiii, snydersathome@att.net
Grace Kids Care Director —

Heather Nelson .......coccovvveviiiiviiiiecncenieeeen heathernelsondc@msn.com
Church Administrator —

Denise Friesth........ccovieeiiiiiicncceee e denise@gracedm.org
Director of Communications —

Michelle Voelker ........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiineee michelle@gracedm.org

Custodian — Todd Haugen

Ushers — 5:00 Carol Krause, Kevin Krause, Norm and Leonora Iverson
11:00 — Linda Biegger, Tom McCleary, Paul Nelson, Jay Wangerin
Acolytes — 5:00 Kiley Brandsfield

11:00 Drake Carney

Liturgist — 5:00 Paul Kallenbach 11:00 Janet Habick

Lector — 5:00 Carol Woodruff 11:00 Felicia Adams

Communion Servers— 5:00 Karen Taylor, Aaron Brandsfield, Courtney
Brandsfield, Susanne Carney

11:00 Carla Peterman, Michelle Voelker, Natasha Voelker

Altar Guild — 5:00 pm - Jane Ridnour, Gail Peterman

11:00 pm - Sue Anderson, Connie Heuton

Counters — 5:00 Tom McCleary and Mike Carney
Christmas Day—Tom McCleary and Mark Stumme

3010 52nd St.

Des Moines, lowa 50310
Pastor Michael Schmidt
515-276-6873
mike@gracedm.org

A Puace To GROW In Cenct”
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