Welcome to Worship
Tanzanian Sunday
The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

Grace Lutheran Church
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania
January 29, 2017 10:45 a.m.

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the
Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has
information for you about our congregation. Please sign the guest book,
ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and
donuts in Grace Hall between services. The greeters, ushers, or
announcement sheet will happily fill you in on education hour offerings,
Sunday school, and the teen hangout.
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace,
please contact Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873. The
next New Member Class will be February 26th class at 1:00 p.m. with
receiving of new members in worship on March 12th.
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking,
listening. You are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are
comfortable and able. When following along in the bulletin, the
congregation is invited to read the items in bold (often marked with a
C:) aloud.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each
pew.
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are
available from the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the
doors to the sanctuary. If your children become restless, the service is
broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and participate
together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by
Grace Kids Care staff members.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive
Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the
parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the pastor.
Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you
are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will
commune you in your pew.
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis situations. If
you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister, please contact the
office for assistance.
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The Mission of Grace Lutheran Church is to bring the good news of
God's saving grace, through Jesus Christ's life, death and
resurrection to all to be free to be the people of God.

Listen! God Is Calling!

An East African Worship Service

(based upon Tanzanian hymns and hymn tunes)

Prelude

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

Please stand as you are able
"Listen God is Calling!"
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by John Carter

Text ©2000 James C. and Judith A. Bangsund, Makumira University College
(www.bangsund.co.tz). Tunes (and refrain from "Listen, Listen' God Is Calling") ©1987 Makumira
University College of Tumaini University (Tanzania).

Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who stretches out the heavens,
who sends light to the nations, who gives breath to us all.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Pause for silence and reflection.
P: Loving God,
C: we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own
ways. Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly;
we have not spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us;
we have hurt those we have yet to know; we have thought more
about ourselves than others; we have thought less of ourselves than
we ought. Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can
live again as your children. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God... in the name of the Father, and of the
+Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Gathering Hymn

“Christ, Be Our Light”

#715

Sacrament of Holy Baptism
page 227
This morning we celebrate the Holy Baptism of Kyler James Andersen,
son of Justin and Carolyn Andersen. Sponsors are Kealy Andersen and
Sarah Thibadeau.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray…
C: Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your
kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger
and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in
our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Please be seated
Anthem

“Thee We Adore”
Chancel Choir

by Ralph Johnson

Children's Sermon
Reading: Micah 6:1-8
With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God
brings a lawsuit against Israel. God has “wearied” Israel with a long
history of saving acts. God does not want or expect lavish sacrifices to
attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do
justice, to love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly in God’s service.
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1

Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice. 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy
of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of the earth; for the LORD
has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel.
3
“O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you?
Answer me! 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed
you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and
Miriam. 5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab
devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened
from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”
6
“With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God
on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year
old? 7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten
thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8He has told you, O mortal,
what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice,
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Psalm 15
You are invited to read the lines in bold responsively.
1

LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your
holy hill?
2
Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the
truth from their heart;
3
they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they
do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.
4
In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear
the LORD. They have sworn upon their health and do not take
back their word.
5
They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes
against the innocent. Those who do these things shall never be
overthrown.
Please stand as you are able
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Gospel Acclamation

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the Fifth Chapter
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12
Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed
in the reign of God.
1

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat
down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught
them, saying: 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6“Blessed are
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
7
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy 8“Blessed are the
pure in heart, for they will see God. 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they will be called children of God. 10“Blessed are those who are
persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C:
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Please be seated
Sermon
Please stand as you are able
Hymn
“Blest Are They”

#728

Prayers of the People
P: Hear us, O God,
C: Lord, Listen to your Children Praying

P: Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of the world,
who is one with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Please be seated
Announcements
The Offering
Offertory

“Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us”

9

by John Carter

Please stand as you are able
Offering Prayer
P: Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time, and our
possessions. Through this meal unite us as your body, shining with the
light of your justice and mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for
us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
Words of Institution
P: In the night in which he was betrayed…
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
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as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
We who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.
Come. Be filled with light and life.
Please be seated
The Distribution

Distribution Hymns: 751(3x), 752(3x), 779, 793
Please stand as you are able
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Prayer after Communion
P: O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with
heavenly food. Bless those who go forth to share this sacrament with our
sisters and brothers in their home. You are our dearest treasure. Go with
us now— today, tomorrow, every day— that we tell the story of your
never-ending love and sing your praise both now and forever.
C: Amen
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Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Hymn

“Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises”
Sing refrain 2x, vss. 1 & 2, refrain 2x

#535

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Proclaim the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude

“Great and Glorious, All Victorious!”
By Anne K. Organ

Text ©2000 James C. and Judith A. Bangsund, Makumira University College
(www.bangsund.co.tz). Tunes (and refrain from "Listen, Listen' God Is Calling") ©1987 Makumira
University College of Tumaini University (Tanzania).
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Welcome to Grace!
Ministers – The People of God
Pastor –
The Rev. Michael Schmidt ................................. mike@gracedm.org
Director of Music Ministries –
Emma Stammer ................................................ emma@gracedm.org
Developer of Youth and Family Ministry –
Ellen Rothweiler .................................................. ellen@gracedm.org
Organist –
Rich Snyder ................................................... snydersathome@att.net
Grace Kids Care Director –
Heather Nelson ....................................... heathernelsondc@msn.com
Church Administrator –
Denise Friesth ....................................................denise@gracedm.org
Director of Communications –
Michelle Voelker .......................................... michelle@gracedm.org
Custodian – Todd Haugen
Ushers – Paul Nelson, Rick Fry, Jay Wangerin
Acolytes – Catherine Lewis
Liturgist – Denny Rehder
Lector – Felica Adams
Children’s Sermon – Ellen Rothweiler
Altar Guild – Kathy Bowermaster, Loree Nelson
Communion Servers – Susanne Carney, Alex Davik, McKenzie
Carney, Sierra Carney
Counters – Mark Stumme and Chris Lawson
Coffee – Karen Taylor

Grace Lutheran Church
3010 52nd St. Des Moines, Iowa 50310
Office Hours 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Mon – Friday
Pastor Michael Schmidt
515-276-6873
mike@gracedm.org
www.gracedm.org
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