Welcome to Worship!
The Seventh Sunday after Epiphany

Grace Lutheran Church
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania
February 19, 2017
10:45 a.m.

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the
Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has
information for you about our congregation. Please sign the guest book,
ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and
donuts in Grace Hall between services. The greeters, ushers, or
announcement sheet will happily fill you in on education hour offerings,
Sunday school, and the teen hangout.
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace,
please contact Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.
The next New Member Class will be February 26th class at 1:00 p.m.
with receiving of new members in worship on March 12th.
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking,
listening. You are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are
comfortable and able. When following along in the bulletin, the
congregation is invited to read the items in bold (often marked with a
C:) aloud.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each
pew.
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are
available from the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the
doors to the sanctuary. If your children become restless, the service is
broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and participate
together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by
Grace Kids Care staff members.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive
Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the
parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the pastor.
Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you
are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will
commune you in your pew.
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis situations. If
you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister, please contact the
office for assistance.
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Prelude

“Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”

by Anne Organ

Please stand as you are able
Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who stretches out the
heavens, who sends light to the nations, who gives breath to us all.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection
P: Loving God,
C: we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own
ways. Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly;
we have not spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us;
we have hurt those we have yet to know; we have thought more
about ourselves than others; we have thought less of ourselves than
we ought. Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can
live again as your children. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God… in the name of the Father, and of the
+Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Opening Hymn

“Canticle of the Turning”

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Kyrie
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Canticle of Praise
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray,
C: Holy God of compassion, you invite us into your way of
forgiveness and peace. Lead us to love our enemies, and transform
our words and deeds to be like his through whom we pray, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Please be seated
First Reading: Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18
The Holiness Code in Leviticus urges people to be holy since God is
holy. Holiness is lived out in partiality for and consideration of the poor
and the weak. We are to love our neighbors as ourselves.
1

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2Speak to all the congregation of the
people of Israel and say to them: You shall be holy, for I the LORD your
God am holy. 9When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not
reap to the very edges of your field, or gather the gleanings of your
harvest. 10You shall not strip your vineyard bare, or gather the fallen
grapes of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor and the alien:
I am the LORD your God. 11You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely;
and you shall not lie to one another. 12And you shall not swear falsely by
my name, profaning the name of your God: I am the LORD. 13You shall
not defraud your neighbor; you shall not steal; and you shall not keep for
yourself the wages of a laborer until morning. 14You shall not revile the
deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind; you shall fear your God: I
am the LORD. 15You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be
partial to the poor or defer to the great: with justice you shall judge your
neighbor. 16You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people,
and you shall not profit by the blood of your neighbor: I am the LORD.
17
You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove
your neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. 18You shall not take
vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you shall
love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.
L: the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Anthem

“No Greater Love”
Chancel Choir

by Harley Brumbaugh

Children’s Sermon
Psalm 119:33-40
You are invited to read the lines in bold responsively.
33

Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, and I shall keep it to the
end.
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Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; I shall
keep it with all my heart.
35
Lead me in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire.
36
Incline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain.
37
Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; give me life in your way.
38
Fulfill your promise to your servant, which is for those who fear
you.
39
Turn away the reproach that I dread, because your judgments are good.
40
Behold, I long for your commandments; by your righteousness
enliven me.
Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the Fifth Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Matthew 5:38-48
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus declares an end to the law of
vengeance. God’s people will respond to evil with love and forgiveness.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 38“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye
for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ 39But I say to you, Do not resist an
evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also;
40
and if anyone wants to sue you and take your coat, give your cloak as
well; 41and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the second mile.
42
Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who
wants to borrow from you.
43
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and
hate your enemy.’ 44But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you, 45so that you may be children of your Father in
heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends
rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 46For if you love those who
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love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do
the same? 47And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more
are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48Be
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated
Sermon
Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day
“Beloved, God's Chosen”
Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
L: Hear us, O God
C: response found at the top of page 10.
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P: Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of the world,
who is one with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
Please be seated
Announcements
The Offering
Offertory

“Fairest Lord Jesus”

by Becki Mayo

Please stand as you are able
Offering Prayer
P: Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time, and our
possessions. Through this meal unite us as your body, shining with the
light of your justice and mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for
us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
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Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed…
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P: We who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.
Come. Be filled with light and life.
Please be seated
Lamb of God

Offering Hymns: 484, 492, 496
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Please stand as you are able
Prayer after Communion
P: O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with
heavenly food. Bless those who go forth to share this sacrament with our
sisters and brothers in their home. You are our dearest treasure. Go with
us now— today, tomorrow, every day— that we tell the story of your
never-ending love and sing your praise both now and forever.
C: Amen
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you…in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn:

“In Christ There Is No East Or West”

#650

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
C. Thanks be to God.
Postlude

“I'm Gonna Sing”

by Larry Shackley

Grace Lutheran Church
3010 52nd St. Des Moines, Iowa 50310
Office hours: Mon-Fri 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Pastor Michael Schmidt
515-276-6873
worship@gracedm.org
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www.gracedm.org

Welcome to Grace!
Ministers – The People of God
Pastor –
The Rev. Michael Schmidt ................................. mike@gracedm.org
Director of Music Ministries –
Emma Stammer ................................................ emma@gracedm.org
Developer of Youth and Family Ministry –
Ellen Rothweiler .................................................. ellen@gracedm.org
Organist –
Rich Snyder ................................................... snydersathome@att.net
Grace Kids Care Director –
Heather Nelson ....................................... heathernelsondc@msn.com
Church Administrator –
Denise Friesth ................................................... denise@gracedm.org
Director of Communications –
Michelle Voelker .......................................... michelle@gracedm.org
Custodian – Todd Haugen
Ushers – Norm Trentmann, Jay Wangerin, Bill Jensen, Barb Burley
Acolytes –
Liturgist – Janet Habick
Lector – Julie Honsey
Children’s Sermon – Carol Woodruff
Altar Guild – Marion Nehmer, Carol Woodruff
Counters – Mark Stumme and Tom McCleary
Coffee – Karen Taylor
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