Welcome to Worship!
The Third Sunday in Lent
March 19, 2017 10:45 a.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the
Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has
information for you about our congregation. Please sign the guest book,
ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and
donuts in Grace Hall between services. The greeters, ushers, or
announcement sheet will happily fill you in on education hour offerings,
Sunday school, and the teen hangout.
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace,
please contact Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.
The next New Member Class will be on April 30th at 1:00 p.m. with
receiving of members on May 21st.
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking,
listening. You are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are
comfortable and able. When following along in the bulletin, the
congregation is invited to read the items in bold (often marked with a
C:) aloud.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each
pew.
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are
available from the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the
doors to the sanctuary. If your children become restless, the service is
broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and participate
together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by
Grace Kids Care staff members.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive
Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the
parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the pastor.
Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you
are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will
commune you in your pew.
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis situations. If
you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister, please contact the
office for assistance.

Prelude

“Lamb of God”

by Lloyd Larson

Please stand as you are able
Confession and Forgiveness
P: During the season of Lent we are called to return to the Lord with all
our heart. Let us confess our sin and seek reconciliation with God and
neighbor.
C: Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection
P: Merciful God,
C: you sent Jesus Christ to save the lost. We confess that we have
strayed from you and turned aside from your way. We fail in love,
neglect justice, and ignore your truth. Have mercy on us and wash
away our sin. Create in us clean hearts for the sake of Jesus Christ
our Savior. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God… in the name of the Father, and of the
+Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Opening Hymn

“As the Deer Runs to the River”

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Kyrie
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
C: Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst
and wash away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink
from the well that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Acclamation
L: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the Fourth Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: John 4:5-26
Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation.
Her testimony, in turn, leads many others to faith.
5

[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground
that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus,
tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.
7
A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her,
“Give me a drink.” 8(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9The
Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of
me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with
Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who
it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him,
and he would have given you living water.” 11The woman said to him,
“Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that
living water? 12Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the
well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13Jesus said to her,
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but those who

drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water
that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to
eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I
may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.”
16
Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17The
woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are
right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for you have had five husbands,
and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is
true!” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20Our
ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where
people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman,
believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither
on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You worship what you do not know;
we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour
is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship
him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit
and truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming”
(who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to
us.” 26Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.”
L: the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Please be seated
Anthem:

“Stay With Us”
by Walter L. Pelz
Chancel Choir with Kassy Gold, flute

Children’s Sermon
Psalm 95
You are invited to read the lines in bold responsively.
1
Come, let us sing to the LORD; let us shout for joy to the rock of our
salvation.
2
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving and raise a
loud shout to the LORD with psalms.
3
For you, LORD, are a great God, and a great ruler above all gods.
4
In your hand are the caverns of the earth; the heights of the hills are
also yours.
5
The sea is yours, for you made it, and your hands have molded the dry
land.

6

Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the LORD
our maker.
7
For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and
the sheep of God’s hand. Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice!
8
“Harden not your hearts, as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah
in the desert.
9
There your ancestors tested me, they put me to the test, though they had
seen my works.
10
Forty years I loathed that generation, saying, ‘The heart of this
people goes astray; they do not know my ways.’
11
Indeed I swore in my anger, ‘They shall never come to my rest.’ ”
Please stand as you are able
Gospel: John 4:27-42
Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation.
Her testimony, in turn, leads many others to faith.
27

Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was
speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why
are you speaking with her?” 28Then the woman left her water jar and
went back to the city. She said to the people, 29“Come and see a man who
told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?”
30
They left the city and were on their way to him.
Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.”
But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.”
33
So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him
something to eat?” 34Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him
who sent me and to complete his work. 35Do you not say, ‘Four months
more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see
how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36The reaper is already receiving
wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may
rejoice together. 37For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another
reaps.’ 38I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have
labored, and you have entered into their labor.”
31

32

39

Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the
woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” 40So
when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and
he stayed there two days. 41And many more believed because of his
word. 42They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you

said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that
this is truly the Savior of the world.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated
Sermon
Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day
“I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”
Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
P: Hear us, O God
C:

Stay with Me
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P: Into your hands, merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your steadfast love; through Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
Please be seated
Announcements
The Offering
Offertory

“'Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus”

by Jeff Bennett

Please stand as you are able
Offering Prayer
P: Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving and
the offering of our lives, that following in the way of the cross, we may
know the joy of the resurrection; through Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed…
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P: Return to God with all your heart. Receive bread for the journey, drink
for the desert.
Please be seated
Lamb of God

Distribution Hymns: 474, 479, 484
Please stand as you are able
Prayer after Communion
P: Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Bless
those who share this meal with our sisters and brothers in their home.
Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for
justice, our alms, a making of peace, and our prayer, the song of grateful
hearts; through Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

Blessing
P: The Lord bless you…in the name of the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn:

“Tree of Life”
vss. 1-3 and Lent 3
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Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Remember the poor.
C. Thanks be to God.
Postlude

“Faith of Our Fathers”

by Melody Bober
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