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Welcome to Worship!

Resurrection of Our Lord, Easter Day
April 16, 2017 10:45 a.m.

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the
Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has
information for you about our congregation. Please sign the guest book,
ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and
donuts in Grace Hall between services. The greeters, ushers, or
announcement sheet will happily fill you in on education hour offerings,
Sunday school, and the teen hangout.
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace,
please contact Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873. The
next new member class will be held on May 7, with reception on new
members on May 21st.
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking,
listening. You are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are
comfortable and able.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each
pew.
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are
available from the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the
doors to the sanctuary. If your children become restless, the service is
broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and participate
together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by
Grace Kids Care staff members.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive
Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the
parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the pastor.
Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you
are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will
commune you in your pew.
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis situations. If
you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister, please contact the
office for assistance.

Prelude

“Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken” by Melody Bober

Welcome
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Please stand as you are able
Opening Hymn
“Thine is the Glory”
Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Canticle of Praise
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray,
C: God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for
he is alive and has become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds
and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and help us to grow as
your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated
Reading: Jeremiah 31:1-6
This passage makes clear that God’s final word is always “Yes.”
Because God’s love is everlasting, God always remains faithful. Ancient
Israel is assured that it will be rebuilt and have plentiful crops. The
people of God too will ultimately be reunited.
1

At that time, says the LORD, I will be the God of all the families of
Israel, and they shall be my people. 2Thus says the LORD: The people
who survived the sword found grace in the wilderness; when Israel
sought for rest, 3the LORD appeared to him from far away. I have loved
you with an everlasting love; therefore I have continued my faithfulness
to you. 4Again I will build you, and you shall be built, O virgin Israel!
Again you shall take your tambourines, and go forth in the dance of the
merrymakers. 5Again you shall plant vineyards on the mountains of
Samaria; the planters shall plant, and shall enjoy the fruit. 6For there shall
be a day when sentinels will call in the hill country of Ephraim: “Come,
let us go up to Zion, to the LORD our God.”
L: the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Chancel Choir
“I Know That My Redeemer Lives”
with Grace Bells

by John A. Behnke

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1
Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; God’s mercy endures
forever.
2
Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.”
14
The LORD is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation.
15
Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!
16
The right hand of the LORD is exalted! The right hand of the LORD acts
valiantly!”
17
I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.
18
The LORD indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to
death.
19
Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them and give
thanks to the LORD.
20
“This is the gate of the LORD; here the righteous may enter.”
21
I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have
become my salvation.
22
The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
23
By the LORD has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes.
24
This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Please stand as you are able

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the Twenty-eighth
Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10
Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by
an angel to proclaim the good news: Jesus is risen!
1

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly
there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from
heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the
guards shook and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the
women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who
was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come,
see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He
has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to
Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8So they
left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.
9
Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him,
took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do
not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see
me.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated
Sermon
Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”
Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
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and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
L: Lord, in your mercy,
C:

P: Joining our voices with your faithful ones in every time and place, we
offer our prayers in the name of the Risen One, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
Please be seated
Announcements
Offertory
Please stand as you are able

“Amazing Grace”

by Jeff Bennett

Offering Prayer
P: Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you were
made known to the disciples. Receive these gifts, and the offering of our
lives, that we may be your risen body in the world.
C: Amen
Thanksgiving at the Table
P: O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our
salvation, hear us as we praise, call us to your table, grant us your life.
When the world was a formless void, you formed order and beauty.
When Abraham and Sarah were barren, you sent them a child. When the
Israelites were enslaved, you led them to freedom, Ruth faced starvation,
David fought Goliath, and the psalmists cried out for healing, and full of
compassion, you granted the people your life. You entered our sorrows
in Jesus our brother. He was born among the poor, he lived under
oppression, he wept over the city. With infinite love, he granted the
people your life.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you, Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in by blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.
Remembering his death, we cry out amen.
C: Amen.
P: Celebrating his resurrection, we shout amen.
C: Amen.
P: Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead amen.
C: Amen.
P: O God, you are Breath; send your Spirit on this meal. O God, you are
Bread: feed us with yourself. O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and
make us one. O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.
P: O God most majestic, O God most motherly, O God our strength and
our song, you show us a vision of a tree of life with fruits for all and
leaves that heal the nations. Grant us such life, the life of the Father to

the Son, the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, life in you, now and
forever.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P: Now let us feast this Easter day on Christ, the bread of heaven.
Hallelujah!
Please be seated
Lamb of God

Distribution Hymns: 482, 484, 492, 496

Please stand as you are able
Prayer after Communion
P: Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you
send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of
heaven to nourish your people. Bless those who share this sacrament
with our brothers and sisters in their homes. Send us forth as witnesses
to Jesus’ resurrection that we may show your glory to all the world;
through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
C: Amen
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn:

“The Day of Resurrection!”
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Dismissal
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P: You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share
the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude

“Christ the Lord is Risen Today”

by Bruce Greer
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