Welcome to Worship!
The Second Sunday of Easter
Grace Lutheran Church
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania
April 23, 2017
10:45 a.m.

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the
Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has
information for you about our congregation. Please sign the guest book,
ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and
donuts in Grace Hall between services. The greeters, ushers, or
announcement sheet will happily fill you in on education hour offerings,
Sunday school, and the teen hangout.
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace,
please contact Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873. The
next New Member Class will be May 7 class at 1:00 p.m. with receiving
of new members in worship on May 21st..
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking,
listening. You are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are
comfortable and able. When following along in the bulletin, the
congregation is invited to read the items in bold (often marked with a
C:) aloud.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each
pew.
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are
available from the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the
doors to the sanctuary. If your children become restless, the service is
broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and participate
together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by
Grace Kids Care staff members.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive
Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the
parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the pastor.
Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you
are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will
commune you in your pew.
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis situations. If
you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister, please contact the
office for assistance.
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Prelude “My Faith Looks Up To Thee” Lowell Mason, arr. Tom Fettke
“Hallelujah, What a Savior!” Philip P. Bliss, arr. Tom Fettke
Please stand as you are able
Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who stretches out the
heavens, who sends light to the nations, who gives breath to us all.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection
P: Loving God,
C: we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own
ways. Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly;
we have not spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us;
we have hurt those we have yet to know; we have thought more
about ourselves than others; we have thought less of ourselves than
we ought. Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can
live again as your children. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God… in the name of the Father, and of the
+Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Opening Hymn

“O God beyond All Praising”

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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Kyrie
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Canticle of Praise
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray,
C: Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and
the hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith
in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Please be seated
Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-32
After the Holy Spirit came to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter preaches
the gospel to the gathered crowd. He tells them that Jesus, who
obediently went to his death according to God’s plan, was raised from
the dead by God. Finally, he appeals to scripture, quoting Psalm 16:811, to show that Jesus is the Messiah: though crucified, the risen Jesus is
now enthroned.
14a

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the
crowd], 22“You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of
Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders,
and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves
know—23this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those
outside the law. 24But God raised him up, having freed him from death,
because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25For David
says concerning him,
‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that I
will not be shaken; 26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue
rejoiced; moreover my flesh will live in hope. 27For you will not abandon
my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One experience corruption. 28You
have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of
gladness with your presence.’ 29“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you
confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and
his tomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet, he knew that
God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his
descendants on his throne. 31Foreseeing this, David spoke of the
resurrection of the Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades,
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nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 32This Jesus God raised up, and
of that all of us are witnesses.”
L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Children’s Sermon
Psalm 16
You are invited to read the lines in bold responsively.
1

Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; I have said to the LORD,
“You are my Lord, my good above all other.”
2
All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, upon those who
are noble among the people.
3
But those who run after other gods shall have their troubles multiplied.
4
I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, never take their
names upon my lips.
5
O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who uphold my lot.
6
My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; indeed, I have a rich
inheritance.
7
I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me night
after night.
8
I have set the LORD always before me; because God is at my right
hand, I shall not be shaken.
9
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also shall
rest in hope.
10
For you will not abandon me to the grave, nor let your holy one see
the pit.
11
You will show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of
joy, and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the Twentieth Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: John 20:19-31
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a
commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is
missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit from the Lord.
19

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again,
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the
Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”
24
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not
with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have
seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in
his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his
side, I will not believe.”
26
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side.
Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my
God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen
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me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”
30
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples,
which are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you
may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that
through believing you may have life in his name.
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated
Sermon
Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day
“We Walk by Faith”
Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
L: Lord, in your mercy,
C:
sung response found at top of page 10
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P: Joining our voices with your faithful ones in every time and place, we
offer our prayers in the name of the Risen One, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
Please be seated
Announcements
The Offering
Offertory
“Shall We Gather at the River?”
Robert Lowry, arr. Tom Fettke
Please stand as you are able
Offering Prayer
P: Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you were
made known to the disciples. Receive these gifts, and the offering of our
lives, that we may be your risen body in the world.
C: Amen
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Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed…
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P: Now let us feast this Easter day on Christ, the bread of heaven.
Hallelujah!
Please be seated
Lamb of God
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Distribution Hymns: 423, 466, 471
Prayer after Communion
P: Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you
send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of
heaven to nourish your people. Bless those who share this sacrament
with our brothers and sisters in their homes. Send us forth as witnesses
to Jesus’ resurrection that we may show your glory to all the world;
through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
C: Amen
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you… in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn:

“Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death”
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Dismissal
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P: You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share
the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude

“Crown Him with Many Crowns” arr. Anne Krentz Organ

12

Welcome to Grace!
Ministers – The People of God
Pastor –
The Rev. Michael Schmidt ................................. mike@gracedm.org
Director of Music Ministries –
Emma Stammer ................................................ emma@gracedm.org
Developer of Youth and Family Ministry –
Ellen Rothweiler .................................................. ellen@gracedm.org
Organist –
Rich Snyder ................................................... snydersathome@att.net
Grace Kids Care Director –
Heather Nelson ....................................... heathernelsondc@msn.com
Church Administrator –
Denise Friesth ................................................... denise@gracedm.org
Director of Communications –
Michelle Voelker .......................................... michelle@gracedm.org
Custodian – Todd Haugen
Ushers – Jay Wangerin, Tom McCleary, Dee Hummel
Acolytes –
Liturgist – Mary Helt
Lector –
Children’s Sermon – Carol Woodruff
Communion Servers –
Altar Guild – Connie Heuton, Jane Ridnour
Counters – Chris Lawson and Bill Jensen
Coffee – Karen Taylor

Grace Lutheran Church
3010 52nd St. Des Moines, Iowa 50310
Office hours: Mon-Fri 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Pastor Michael Schmidt
515-276-6873
mike@gracedm.org
www.gracedm.org
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