Welcome to Worship!
The Fourth Sunday of Easter
Grace Lutheran Church
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania
May 7, 2017
10:45 a.m.

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the
Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has
information for you about our congregation. Please sign the guest book,
ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and
donuts in Grace Hall between services. The greeters, ushers, or
announcement sheet will happily fill you in on education hour offerings,
Sunday school, and the teen hangout.
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace,
please contact Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873. The
next New Member Class will be May 7 class at 1:00 p.m. with receiving
of new members in worship on May 21st..
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking,
listening. You are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are
comfortable and able. When following along in the bulletin, the
congregation is invited to read the items in bold (often marked with a
C:) aloud.
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each
pew.
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are
available from the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the
doors to the sanctuary. If your children become restless, the service is
broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and participate
together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by
Grace Kids Care staff members.
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive
Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the
parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the pastor.
Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you
are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will
commune you in your pew.
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis situations. If
you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister, please contact the
office for assistance.
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Prelude “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart”

by Lloyd Larson

Please stand as you are able
Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who stretches out the
heavens, who sends light to the nations, who gives breath to us all.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection
P: Loving God,
C: we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own
ways. Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly;
we have not spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us;
we have hurt those we have yet to know; we have thought more
about ourselves than others; we have thought less of ourselves than
we ought. Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can
live again as your children. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God… in the name of the Father, and of the
+Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Opening Hymn

“Jesus, Come! For We Invite You”

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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Kyrie
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Canticle of Praise
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray,
C: O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us
to safety through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that
we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in
your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Please be seated
Reading: Acts 2:42-47
Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following
Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was outpoured
on God’s people. This new community is founded on the teachings of the
apostles and sustained in the breaking of the bread.
[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.
43
Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were
being done by the apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all
things in common; 45they would sell their possessions and goods and
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they
spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate
their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the
goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their
number those who were being saved.
42

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Chancel Choir “O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” by Dale Wood
Children’s Sermon
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Psalm 23
You are invited to read the lines in bold responsively.
1

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.
The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside
still waters.
3
You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways for
your name’s sake.
4
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall
fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they
comfort me.
5
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you
anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
2

Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the Tenth Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
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Gospel: John 10:1-10
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point
about spiritual leadership. Good shepherds bring people to life through
Jesus, but those who avoid Jesus are dangerous to the flock.
[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the
sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a
bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.
3
The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought
out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because
they know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, but they will run
from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used
this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was
saying to them.
7
So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for
the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the
sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will
be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief comes
only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and
have it abundantly.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated
Sermon

“Hold us in Grace”

Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day
“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”
Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
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he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
L: Lord, in your mercy,
C:

P: Joining our voices with your faithful ones in every time and place, we
offer our prayers in the name of the Risen One, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!
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Please be seated
Announcements
The Offering
Offertory

“Be Thou My Vision”

by Joel Raney

Please stand as you are able
Offering Prayer
P: Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you were
made known to the disciples. Receive these gifts, and the offering of our
lives, that we may be your risen body in the world.
C: Amen
Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed…
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P: Now let us feast this Easter day on Christ, the bread of heaven.
Hallelujah!
Please be seated
Lamb of God
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Distribution Hymns: 518, 522, 528(3x), 542
Prayer after Communion
P: Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you
send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of
heaven to nourish your people. Bless those who share this sacrament
with our brothers and sisters in their homes. Send us forth as witnesses
to Jesus’ resurrection that we may show your glory to all the world;
through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
C: Amen
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you… in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn:

“All People That on Earth Do Dwell”
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Dismissal
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P: You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share
the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude

“Amazing Grace!”
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By Mark Hayes

Welcome to Grace!
Ministers – The People of God
Pastor –
The Rev. Michael Schmidt ................................. mike@gracedm.org
Director of Music Ministries –
Emma Stammer ................................................ emma@gracedm.org
Developer of Youth and Family Ministry –
Ellen Rothweiler .................................................. ellen@gracedm.org
Organist –
Rich Snyder ................................................... snydersathome@att.net
Grace Kids Care Director –
Heather Nelson ....................................... heathernelsondc@msn.com
Church Administrator –
Denise Friesth ................................................... denise@gracedm.org
Director of Communications –
Michelle Voelker .......................................... michelle@gracedm.org
Custodian – Todd Haugen
Ushers – Jay Wangerin, Mike Carney, Eric Weber, Bill Jensen
Acolytes –
Liturgist – Mary Helt
Lector – Barb Burley
Children’s Sermon – Carol Mattes
Altar Guild – Rita Stackhouse, Cindy Peeler
Counters – Tom McCleary and Mark Stumme
Coffee – Loree and Tim Nelson

Grace Lutheran Church
3010 52nd St. Des Moines, Iowa 50310
Office hours: Mon-Fri 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Pastor Michael Schmidt
515-276-6873
mike@gracedm.org
www.gracedm.org
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