
1 

Grace Lutheran Church  
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
 Second Sunday After Epiphany  

January 14, 2018 

9:00 a.m.  
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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in 
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the Visitor Center in the 

Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has information for you about our congregation. 
Please sign the guest book, ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and 
donuts in Grace Hall after the service. The greeters, ushers, or announcement sheet will      hap-
pily fill you in on education hour offerings, Sunday school, and the teen hangout.  

 

If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact Pastor 
Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  

 

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You are    
invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When following 
along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold (often marked with 
a C:) aloud. 

 

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  

Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each pew.  

 

Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from the  

ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. If your children  

be-come restless, the service is broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and  

participate together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by Grace 
Kids Care staff members.  

 

Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.  

Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction 
with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you are 
not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher before the service. Then try 
to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your pew.  

 

Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those experiencing personal problems 
such as grieving or crisis situations. If you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister, 
please contact the office for assistance.  
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Prelude Here I Am, Lord Anne M. David 

 

Welcome 

            

Please stand as you are able 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who stretches out the heavens, 

who sends light to the nations, who gives breath to us all. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

 

P: Loving God,  

C: we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our 
own ways. Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too 
quickly; we have not spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those 
closest to us; we have hurt those we have yet to know; we have 
thought more about ourselves than others; we have thought less of 
ourselves than we ought. Turn us around, and give us a fresh 
start, so that we can live again as your children. Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God... the name of the Father, and of the 
+Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn                “Here I Am, Lord”                            #574
         

Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gathering 
We come to worship 
from different places. 
Some directly from 
work, others out of 
weekend activities. 
Some live around the 
corner and others 
from another county. 
We gather to "do 
liturgy", which 
means literally, the 
"work of the people". 
We gather to do the 
work of hearing the 
Scriptures read and 
proclaimed. We 
gather to act out the 
Gospel in the ritual 
drama of the meal. 
As we gather, God is 
at work also, making 
the Good News come 
alive in our midst.  
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Kyrie 

 
 

 

 

Kyrie 

In Mark 10 we hear 
of Jesus’ journey 
through Jericho to 
Jerusalem where he 
encounters            
Bartimaeus, a blind 
man, who hears this 
is Jesus and shouts, 
“Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on 
me.”  From that time 
to the present, Jesus’ 
followers have 
prayed that same 
prayer to God: “Kyrie 
Eleison”   (“Lord, 
have mercy”).      We 
are totally depend-
ent upon God, so we 
pray for mercy in 
every aspect of life. 
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Canticle of Praise 

 

Hymn of Praise 

Quite often in the 
Bible, Jesus eats with 
people and shares 
parables about ban-
quets and feasts.  
This hymn points us 
to the Lord’s Supper 
as a foretaste of the 
feast to come.  This is 
an opportunity for us 
to hear and sing the 
hymn of praise with 
all the saints in heav-
en. 
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P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day  

P: Let us pray, 
C: Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, 
for the countless blessings and benefits you give. May we know you 
more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, 
day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

Reading 1 Samuel 3:1-10 

 1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The 
word of the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 
  2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he 
could not see, was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not 
yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, 
where the ark of God was. 4Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” 
and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you 
called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went 
and lay down. 6The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and 
went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I 
did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know 
the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to 
him. 8The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and 
went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli  
perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to 
Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak,  
Lord, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in 
his place. 
  10Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! 
Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Notes: 
At a time when  
visions are rare and 
unexpected, the Lord 
comes to Samuel and 
calls him to speak the 
divine word. Though 
just a boy, Samuel 
responds to God  
obediently, as Eli the 
priest has taught him 
to respond. This 
marks the beginning 
of Samuel’s prophetic 
ministry.  
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L: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
1Lord, you have searched me out; O Lord, you have known me. 
2You know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my 
 thoughts from afar. 
3You trace my journeys and my resting-places and are acquainted 
 with all my ways. 
4Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, but you, O Lord, know it   
 altogether.  
5You encompass me, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 
6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I  
 cannot attain to it. 
13For you yourself created my inmost parts; you knit me together in 
 my mother’s womb. 
14I will thank you because I am marvelously made; your works are 
 wonderful, and I know it well.  
15My body was not hidden from you, while I was being made in secret 
 and woven in the depths of the earth. 
16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of 
 them were written in your book; my days were fashioned before 
 they came to be. 
17How deep I find your thoughts, O God! How great is the sum of 
 them! 
18If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the 
 sand; to count them all, my life span would need to be like 
 yours.   
 

Please stand as you are able 
Gospel Acclamation

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
Old Lutheran liturgies 
often call this verse 
the "Gradual" which 
is based upon a Latin 
word meaning 
"step". We step up, 
with the Gospel ac-
clamation, to hear 
the words of eternal 
life.  
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Gospel Acclamation 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the First Chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel John 1:43-51 

 43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and 
said to him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city 
of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We 
have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets 
wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, 
“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come 
and see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of 
him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!”  
48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus  
answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 
49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King 
of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I 
saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” 
51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven 
opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son 
of Man.”  

 
P: The Gospel of the Lord   

C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Please be seated 

Sermon “Come and See”     

   

Please stand as you are able 

Hymn of the Day       “Come, Beloved of the Maker” #306 

        
Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Notes: 
In John’s gospel,  
Jesus’ ministry begins 
with the call of  
disciples, who then 
bring others to Jesus. 
Philip’s friend  
Nathanael moves 
from skepticism to 
faith when he accepts 
the invitation to 
“Come and see.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creed 
The Apostles’ Creed is 
in a way the 
“Reader’s Digest Bi-
ble”.  If you took the 
Bible and did to it 
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 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People  

L: Let us pray.  

C:

 
 

P: Merciful God, you hear our prayers even before we speak them. 
Receive them for the sake of the one through whom you have revealed 
your goodness, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 

All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love. 
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 

Passing of the Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you all, 

C: And also with you! 

 

what Southern chefs 
do to green beans 
(cook them for 24 
hours), you would find 
the Apostles’ Creed at 
the bottom of the pot 
when you lifted the 
lid.   

 

Prayers of the People 
In the middle of wor-
ship, we pause to pray 
not only for ourselves 
and our loved ones 
and their needs, but 
for everyone: the 
whole church, the 
world, and its leaders, 
and the local commu-
nity. This kind of all-
inclusive prayer is at 
the heart of Christian 
worship precisely be-
cause Jesus Christ 
died and rose again, 
not just for a few but 
for all people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 

Please be seated 

Announcements 
 

The Offering 

Offertory                             Just As I Am                              Joel 
Raney 

            

Please stand as you are able 

Offering Prayer 

P: Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time, and 
our possessions. Through this meal unite us as your body, shining with 
the light of your justice and mercy; for the sake of him who gave  
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen 
 
Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Great  
Thanksgiving: These 
are among the oldest 
words in the liturgy.  
We lift our hearts to 
give attention to God.   

 

 

 

Preface:  
We praise God for 
God’s mighty acts. 
These words change 
with the seasons of 
the church year and 
serve as an invitation 
into the Sanctus. 
 
Sanctus 
As we draw close to 
God in this meal, we 
sing these words from 
the angels.  The words 
hearken back to Isai-
ah’s vision in the tem-
ple, where he hears 



11 

 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table  

P: In the night in which he was betrayed… 

 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy  

 kingdom come, thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P: We who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. 

Come. Be filled with light and life. 

Please be seated 

Lamb of God

the seraphim singing 
“Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord, God of power 
and might, heaven 
and earth are full of 
your glory.”  
 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
We gather in prayer 
in response to the 
gospel heard in the 
proclamation that this 
meal is given “for you 
and for all people for 
the forgiveness of 
sin.”  We find our-
selves at the very 
heart of the gospel 
message.  Christ not 
only speaks to us in 
the supper, but gives 
us what he is speak-
ing about: his body 
and blood for the  
forgiveness of sins. 
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Distribution Hymns 472(3x), 474, 479, 751(3x) 

 

Prayer after Communion 

P: O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with 
heavenly food. You are our dearest treasure. Go with us now—today, 
tomorrow, every day—that we tell the story of your never-ending love 

and sing your praise both now and forever. 
C: Amen 

 

Blessing                                         

P: The Lord bless you… in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn        “Blessed Assurance” #638 

  

Dismissal 

P: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.  

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing Anne M. David 

 

  

  
                      

 
 
We will receive by 
pouring chalice this 
morning: Receive a 
cup.  Receive and eat 
the bread.  Proceed to 
the wine or grape 
juice.  Communion 
bread is gluten free. 
 
 
 
Dismissal 
With the dismissal 
from worship, we are 
sent to serve the Lord 
through the unique 
gifts, talents, and re-
lationships of each 
one of us.  This is not 
a conclusion of ser-
vice, but a start to 
what the next week 
will bring in our walk 
with Christ.  So it is 
fitting that the re-
sponse is a resound-
ing “Thanks be to 
God.”  


