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Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the 

Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has 

information for you about our congregation. Please sign the guest book, 

ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and 

donuts in Grace Hall between services. The greeters, ushers, or 

announcement sheet will happily fill you in on education hour offerings, 

Sunday school, and the teen hangout.    

 

If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, 

please contact Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  
 

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, 

listening. You are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are 

comfortable and able.  When following along in the bulletin, the 

congregation is invited to read the items in bold (often marked with a 

C:) aloud. 
 

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.   

Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each 

pew.   
 

Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are 

available from the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the 

doors to the sanctuary. If your children become restless, the service is 

broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and participate 

together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by 

Grace Kids Care staff members.   
 

Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive   

Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the 

parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the pastor. 

Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you 

are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 

before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will 

commune you in your pew.   

 

Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those 

experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis situations. If 

you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister, please contact the 

office for assistance. 
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Prelude                           Great Is Thy Faithfulness            Larry Shackley 

 

Please stand as you are able 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P:   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who stretches out the 

heavens, who sends light to the nations, who gives breath to us all. 

C:  Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection 

 

P: Source of all life, 

C: we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We 

fear that we are not good enough. We hear your word of love freely 

given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. We turn the church 

inward, rather than moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform 

us to be a church powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, 

act for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole creation. 

Amen. 

 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God… in the name of the Father, and of the 

+Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn       “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”             #707 

 

Greeting 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

Kyrie
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Canticle of Praise  

 

 

 
 



 6 

 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day  

P: Let us pray, 

C: Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to 

us your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant 

us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Please be seated 
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Reading: Jonah 3:10--4:11 

After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God 

decided to spare the city. Jonah objected to this and became even more 

angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a plant that was providing 

shade. The book ends with a question that challenges any who are not 

ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but should 

not I be concerned about a hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites who 

do not know the difference between their right and left hands? 

 

10When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned 

from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he 

had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

 4:1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He 

prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was 

still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; 

for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and 

abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 3And 

now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die 

than to live.” 4And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5Then 

Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a 

booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what 

would become of the city. 

  6The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to 

give shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was 

very happy about the bush. 7But when dawn came up the next day, God 

appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8When the 

sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the 

head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, 

“It is better for me to die than to live.” 

  9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the 

bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 10Then the Lord said, 

“You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and 

which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a 

night. 11And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in 

which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who 

do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?” 

 

L: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God 



 8 

Anthem                      “O God of Truth and Justice”          Eugene Butler  

 

Psalm 145:1-8 

You are invited to read the lines in bold responsively. 
1I will exalt you, my God and king, and bless your name forever and 

ever. 
2Every day will I bless you and praise your name forever and ever. 
3Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised! There is no end to your 

greatness. 
4One generation shall praise your works to another and shall declare 

your power.  
5I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty and all your 

marvelous works. 
6They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, and I will 

recount your greatness. 
7They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; they shall 

sing joyfully of your righteousness. 
8The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and 

abounding in steadfast love.  

 

Please stand as you are able 

Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the Twentieth Chapter. 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16 

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common 

assumption that God rewards people according to what they have earned 

or deserve. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a 
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landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his 

vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he 

sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he 

saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You 

also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they 

went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he 

did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found others 

standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all 

day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, 

‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the 

vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, 

beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired 

about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 
10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but 

each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they 

received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last 

worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have 

borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to 

one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with 

me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I 

choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed 

to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious 

because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first will be 

last.” 

 
P: The Gospel of the Lord   

C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Please be seated 

Sermon  “We are glad that you are here”   
 

Please stand as you are able 

Hymn of the Day “We Give Thee But Thine Own” #686 
 

Creed   

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
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 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People  

L:  Lord, in your mercy,  

C: 

   

 

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting the power of Christ and the gifts of the Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 

us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love. 

Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 

 

Passing of the Peace 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you all, 

C:  And also with you! 

 

Please be seated 
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Announcements 

 

The Offering 

Offertory                           On Eagle's Wings                  Douglas Wagner                          

  

Please stand as you are able 

Offering Prayer 

P: God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our 

life and our labor. Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use 

them to set a table that will heal the whole creation; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Light. 

C:  Amen 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table                             

P:  In the night in which he was betrayed…  
 

P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Lord’s Prayer   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P: Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, and make us one 

with you. 

 

Please be seated 

Lamb of God 
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Distribution Hymns 492, 515, 542 

 

Please stand as you are able 

Prayer after Communion 

P:  Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that 

form us to be humble and courageous. Bless those who share this meal 

with others. May your words come to life in our serving and in our 

witness, that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice to all 

the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer. 

C: Amen 
 

Blessing                                         

P: The Lord bless you…in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn:               “Praise and Thanksgiving”                        #689 
 

Dismissal 

P: Go in peace. Share the good news.  

C. Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                   What A Friend We Have In Jesus        Jack Schrader 
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Welcome to Grace! 

 
Ministers – The People of God  

Pastor –  

 The Rev. Michael Schmidt  ................................. mike@gracedm.org 

Minister for Worship and Music –  

 Emma Stammer  ................................................ emma@gracedm.org  

Minister for Youth and Family –  

 Ellen Rothweiler .................................................. ellen@gracedm.org  

Organist –  

 Rich Snyder ........................................ rvdlsnyder@centurylink.net    
Grace Kids’ Care Director –  

 Brooke Howsare……………………………….brooke@gracedm.org 

Minister for Administration –  

 Denise Friesth ................................................... denise@gracedm.org  

Minister for Communications –  

 Michelle Voelker  .......................................... michelle@gracedm.org  

Office Assistant for Worship –  

 Jessica Flannery …..…………………….……. jessica@gracedm.org 

Custodian – Todd Haugen  

Ushers – Bill Jensen, Norm & Lenore Iverson, and Jay Wangerin 

Acolyte –   

Liturgist – Denny Rehder  

Lector – Felicia Adams 

Communion Servers – Cathy Bowermaster, Martha Mitchell, Lori 

Fry, & Aaron Brandsfield 

Altar Guild – Carol Woodruff and Gail Peterson 

Counters –  Alex Davik and Tom McCleary 

Coffee –  Karen Taylor  
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