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Grace Lutheran Church  
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

September 3, 2017  

9:00 a.m.   
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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in 
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the Visitor Center in the 

Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has information for you about our congregation. 
Please sign the guest book, ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and 
donuts in the Gathering Hall after the service. The greeters, ushers, or announcement sheet will      
happily fill you in on education hour offerings, Sunday school, and the teen hangout.  

 

If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact Pastor 
Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  

 

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You are    
invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When following 
along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold (often marked with 
a C:) aloud. 

 

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  

Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each pew.  

 

Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from the   
ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. If your children       
become restless, the service is broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and        
participate together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by Grace 
Kids Care staff members.  

 

Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction 
with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you are 
not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher before the service. Then try 
to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your pew.  

 

Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those experiencing personal problems 
such as grieving or crisis situations. If you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister, 
please contact the office for assistance.  
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Prelude    Partita on the hymn "Leaning On The Everlasting Arms"   
  Spong 
   

Please stand as you are able 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, full of compassion and mercy, 

abounding in steadfast love. 

C: Amen. 

 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

 

P: Source of all life,  

C: we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. 
We fear that we are not good enough. We hear your word of love 
freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. We turn the 
church inward, rather than moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir us. 

Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing to speak for 
what is right, act for what is just, and seek the healing of your 
whole creation. Amen. 

 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God… in the name of the Father, and of 
the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn         “Dearest Jesus, at Your Word”                  #520 

 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism                                                   Page 227  
This morning we celebrate the Holy Baptism of Zoe Elizabeth Volious.  
Parents are Jarod and Elizabeth Volious. Sponsors are Jeff & Tricia 
Anderson and Tene Volious.    

 

Passing of the Peace 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you all, 

C: And also with you! 

 

Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.  

 

 

 

Confession and    
Forgiveness. 

We begin with the 
Confession and     
Forgiveness as a way 
of preparing to hear 
God’s word.  It is  
important to confess 
to having sinned, but 
it is perhaps even 
more important to 
hear the good news 
of God’s forgiveness. 
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Kyrie

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Kyrie 

"Lord have mercy" is 
a translation of the 
ancient Greek “Kyrie 
Eleison” (pronounce
d KEE-ree-yay e-LAY-
son) which is an   
ancient prayer sung 
in response to the 
forgiveness of sins. 
The Kyrie is not     
asking forgiveness: 
rather it is sung in 
awe of Christ Jesus 
who has overcome 
sin and death. 
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Canticle of Praise 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hymn of Praise 

One of two hymns of 
praise are generally 
sung after the Kyrie.  
The hymns, “Glory to 
God in the highest” 
and “This is the feast 
of victory,” give the 
congregation the  
opportunity to praise 
God and express joy 
because Jesus is our 
victorious Savior. 
“Glory to God in the 
highest,” Luke 
2:14;  “This is the 
feast of victory,” Rev-
elation. 5:12 
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P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day  

P: Let us pray, 
C: O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suf-
fering for the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point 
us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow your 
commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 

First Reading: Jeremiah 15:15-21 
15O Lord, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down  

retribution for me on my persecutors. In your forbearance do not take 
me away; know that on your account I suffer insult. 16Your words were 
found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the  

delight of my heart; for I am called by your name, O Lord, God of 
hosts. 17I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; 
under the weight of your hand I sat alone, for you had filled me with 
indignation. 18Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable,  

refusing to be healed? Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, like 
waters that fail. 19Therefore thus says the Lord: If you turn back, I will 
take you back, and you shall stand before me. If you utter what is  

precious, and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It is 
they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them. 20And I will 
make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight 
against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for I am with you to 
save you and deliver you, says the Lord. 21I will deliver you out of the 
hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.  

 

L: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 26:1-8 

You are invited to sing the response and read the lines in bold  

responsively. 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 
This prayer is a bridge 
to the next part of the 
service.  It also sets 
the tone for the day.  
It is related to the 
prescribed lectionary 
readings for the day.   

  

Reading notes: 
Jeremiah’s delight in 
the word of the Lord 
is contradicted by the 
heaviness of God’s 
hand upon him and 
God’s seeming un-
faithfulness. God’s 
tough love to Jeremi-
ah says that if he re-
pents, he will be al-
lowed to continue in 
his strenuous minis-
try. Jeremiah is 
strengthened by the 
simple words: “I am 
with you.”  
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1Give judgment for me, O Lord, for I have lived with integrity; I have 
 trusted in the Lord and have not faltered. 
2Test me, O Lord, and try me; examine my heart and my mind. 
3For your steadfast love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully 
 with you. 
4I have not sat with the worthless, nor do I consort with the  

 deceitful. R 
5I have hated the company of evildoers; I will not sit down with the 
 wicked. 
6I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord, that I may go in  

 procession round your altar, 
7singing aloud a song of thanksgiving and recounting all your  

 wonderful deeds. 
8Lord, I love the house in which you dwell and the place where 
 your glory abides. R  

 

Please stand as you are able 
Gospel Acclamation

 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mathew, the Sixteenth  

Chapter.  

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28 
21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

We stand for the 
reading of the Gospel 
as a way to show  
respect.  The Gospels 
share with us the  
story of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God. 
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Messiah,] Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusa-
lem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And 
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, 
Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Pe-
ter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you 
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, 
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For 
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their 
life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit them if they gain 
the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return 
for their life? 27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the 
glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been 
done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste 
death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”  

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord   

C: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Please be seated 

Sermon  “Dream Big”    
  

Please stand as you are able 

Hymn of the Day      “Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said”       #667
   

Prayers of the People  

L:  Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting the power of Christ and the gifts of the Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

 

All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love. 
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

Announcements 

 

The Offering 

Gospel Notes: 
After Peter confesses 
that Jesus is “the Mes-
siah, the Son of the 
living God” (16:16), 
Jesus reveals the ulti-
mate purpose of his 
ministry. These words 
prove hard to accept, 
even for a disciple 
whom Jesus has 
called a “rock.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers of the People 
We respond to God's 
love by speaking to 
God, and expressing 
our concern for the 
whole church, for all 
people in the world, 
and for people in our 
congregation. 
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Offertory Shor t prelude on the hymn " Dearest Jesus At Your  
Word"   
                                                                                    Reger    

     

Please stand as you are able              

Offering Prayer 
P:  God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of 
our life and our labor. Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, and 
use them to set a table that will heal the whole creation; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Light. 

C: Amen 

 

Great Thanksgiving

 
Preface 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Great  
Thanksgiving: These 
are among the oldest 
words in the liturgy.  
We lift our hearts to 
give attention to God.   

 

 

 

 

 

Preface:  
We praise God for 
God’s mighty acts. 
These words change 
with the seasons of 
the church year and 
serve as an invitation 
into the Sanctus. 
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Holy, Holy, Holy

 

 
Thanksgiving at the Table  

P: In the night in which he was betrayed... 

 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Lord’s Prayer   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy  

 kingdom come, thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P: Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, and make us one 
with you. 

 

Please be seated 

 

 

 

Sanctus:   
Latin for "Holy."    
The congregation 
responds to hearing 
of God's mighty acts 
by singing Holy, Holy, 
Holy which Isaiah 
and Revelation say is 
sung by all the angels 
in heaven and will be 
also sung by all crea-
tures and people 
here on earth.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord's Prayer  
is, in a way, our table 
grace before the 
meal.  As we gather 
in this meal, the   
table, or altar,      
becomes the         
collection of all of 
our tables for meals 
at home.   
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Lamb of God

 

 
Distribution Hymns:  793, 423, 466  

 

Please stand as you are able 

Prayer after Communion 

P:  Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts 
that form us to be humble and courageous. Bless those who share this 
meal with others.  May your words come to life in our serving and in 
our witness, that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice 
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer. 

C: Amen 

 

Blessing                                         

P: The Lord bless you… in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn                 “O God, My Faithful God”                   #806   

 

Dismissal 

P: Go in peace. Sound the good news.  

C: Thanks be to God.  

Lamb of God 
As we sing together 
the Lamb of God, we 
ask God to have  
mercy on us, and 
grant us peace as we 
prepare to receive 
the bread and wine, 
the body and blood 
of Christ. 
 
 
We will receive by 
pouring chalice this 
morning: Receive a 
cup.  Receive and eat 
the bread.  Proceed 
to the wine or grape 
juice.  Communion 
bread is gluten free 

 

 

Dismissal 
With the dismissal 
from worship, we are 
sent to serve the Lord 
through the unique 
gifts, talents, and 
relationships of each 
one of us.  This is not 
a conclusion of ser-
vice, but a start to 
what the next week 
will bring in our walk 
with Christ.  So it is 
fitting that the re-
sponse is a resound-
ing “Thanks be to 
God.” 
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Welcome to Grace! 

Ministers – The People of God  

Pastor –  

 The Rev. Michael Schmidt  ........................................... mike@gracedm.org 

Minister for Worship and Music –  

 Emma Stammer  .......................................................... emma@gracedm.org  

Minister for Youth and Family –  

 Ellen Rothweiler ............................................................ ellen@gracedm.org  

Organist –  

 Rich Snyder ...................................................... rvdlsnyder@centurylink.net   

Minister for Administration  –  

 Denise Friesth ............................................................. denise@gracedm.org  

Minister for Communications –  

       Michelle Voelker  ................................................... michelle@gracedm.org  
Office Assistant for Worship 

       Jessica Flannery…..………………………..………..jessica@gracedm.org  
Custodian – Todd Haugen  

Ushers –  Jon Rissman, Jim Rundle, Norm & Lenore Iverson, and Bill Jensen  

Acolytes –   

Liturgist –  Paul Kallenbach  

Lector –  Karen Taylor 

Communion Assistants – Karen Taylor, Martha Mitchell, Carol Woodruff, and 
Julie Honsey 

Altar Guild –  Carol Woodruff and Gail Peterson  

Counters –  Mark Stumme and Jon Rissman 

Coffee – Karen Taylor  

Grace Lutheran Church 
5201 Urbandale Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50310  
Pastor Michael Schmidt 

515-276-6873 
mike@gracedm.org  

    www.gracedm.org 
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