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Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome to Worship

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 8, 2017
10:45a.m.
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Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the
Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has
information for you about our congregation. Please sign the guest book,
ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and
donuts in Grace Hall between services. The greeters, ushers, or
announcement sheet will happily fill you in on education hour offerings,
Sunday school, and the teen hangout.

If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace,
please contact Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking,
listening. You are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are
comfortable and able. When following along in the bulletin, the
congregation is invited to read the items in bold (often marked with a
C:) aloud.

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each
pew.

Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are
available from the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the
doors to the sanctuary. If your children become restless, the service is
broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and participate
together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by
Grace Kids Care staff members.

Communion — We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive
Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the
parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the pastor.
Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you
are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will
commune you in your pew.

Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis situations. If
you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister, please contact the
office for assistance.



Prelude God Leads Us Along Jeff Bennett

Please stand as you are able

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, who stretches out the
heavens, who sends light to the nations, who gives breath to us all.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection

P: Source of all life,

C: we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We
fear that we are not good enough. We hear your word of love freely
given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. We turn the church
inward, rather than moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform
us to be a church powered by love, willing to speak for what is right,
act for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole creation.
Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God... in the name of the Father, and of the
+Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Opening Hymn “O Blessed Spring” #447
Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Kyrie
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praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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Canticle of Praise
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray,

C: Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by
the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and
by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.



Please be seated

Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7

The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship
between God and Israel. In this song Israel is compared to a promising
vineyard. Despite God’s loving care, the vineyard that is Israel has
brought forth “wild grapes” of injustice and distress, when fine grapes
of justice and righteousness were expected.

!Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2He dug it and cleared it
of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the
midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.

3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge
between me and my vineyard. “What more was there to do for my
vineyard that | have not done in it? When | expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield wild grapes?

SAnd now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove
its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall
be trampled down. ®I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; | will also command the
clouds that they rain no rain upon it.

"For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the
people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw
bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry!

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Anthem “Christ Hath a Garden” Gerald Near
Chancel Choir

Children Sermon

Psalm 80:7-15
You are invited to read the lines in bold responsively.

"Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be
saved.

8You have brought a vine out of Egypt; you cast out the nations
and planted it.

You cleared the ground for it; it took root and filled the land.
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¥The mountains were covered by its shadow and the towering
cedar trees by its boughs.

1Y ou stretched out its tendrils to the sea and its branches to the river.

2Why have you broken down its wall, so that all who pass by
pluck off its grapes?

13The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, and the beasts of the field
have grazed upon it.

4Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;
¥pehold and tend this vine; preserve what your right hand has planted.

Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation
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You have the words of e-ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.

Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the Twenty-First Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death,
revealing that their plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of
scripture.

[Jesus said to the people:] 3*“Listen to another parable. There was a
landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine
press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went
to another country. **When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves
to the tenants to collect his produce. **But the tenants seized his slaves
and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 3Again he sent other
slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same

way. *’Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my
son.” *®But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This
is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” ¥So they seized
him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. ““Now when the
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owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” ' They
said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease
the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the
harvest time.”

42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The
stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the
Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’?

“Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from
you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. “The
one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush
anyone on whom it falls.”

“When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they
realized that he was speaking about them. *6They wanted to arrest him,
but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ

Please be seated

Sermon “A Love Song”

Please stand as you are able

Hymn of the Day “Thy Strong Word” #511
vs. 1-4

Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,



the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
L: Hear us, O God.
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P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting the power of Christ and the gifts of the Spirit.
C: Amen.

All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!

Please be seated
Announcements

The Offering
Offertory I Know Whom | Have Believed Carol Tornquist

Please stand as you are able

Offering Prayer

P: God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our
life and our labor. Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use
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them to set a table that will heal the whole creation; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Light.
C: Amen

Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed...

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Invitation to Communion
P: Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, and make us one
with you.

Please be seated
Lamb of God
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Distribution Hymns 793, 492, 466
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Please stand as you are able

Prayer after Communion

P: Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that
form us to be humble and courageous. Bless those who share this meal
with others. May your words come to life in our serving and in our
witness, that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice to all
the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer.

C: Amen

Blessing
P: The Lord bless you...in the name of the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn: “God Be With You Till We Meet Again” #536

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Share the good news.
C. Thanks be to God.

Postlude To God Be The Glory Carol Tornquist
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