Grace Lutheran Church

Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome to Worship
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 15, 2017
8:15 am.



OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name.

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the Visitor Center in the
Gathering Hall (vight outside the sanctuary) has information for you about our congregation.
Please sign the guest book, ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and
donuts in Grace Hall between services. The greeters, ushers, or announcement sheet will
happily fill you in on education hour offerings, Sunday school, and the teen hangout.

If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, Join Pastor Mike at the
next New Member Class on November 5. The class will be held in the Gathering Hall at 1:00
p.m. Or, contact Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You are
invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When following
along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold (often marked with
a C:) aloud.

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each pew.

Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from the
ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. If your children
be-come restless, the service is broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and

participate together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by Grace
Kids Care staff members.

Communion — We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction
with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you are
not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher before the service. Then try
to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your pew.

Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those experiencing personal problems
such as grieving or crisis situations. If you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister,
please contact the office for assistance.



Prelude - Martin Luther's hymn, “Our Father God In Heaven,” was
based on a portion of his catechism. Two settings each by G.

Telemann and P. Manz.

Please stand as you are able
Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who
heals us, the one who reforms us again and again.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.
Pause for silence and reflection.

P: Source of all life,
C: we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free.

We fear that we are not good enough. We hear your word of love
freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. We turn the

church inward, rather than moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir us.

Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing to speak for
what is right, act for what is just, and seek the healing of your
whole creation. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God... the name of the Father, and of the
+Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
#461

Gathering Hymn  “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”

Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Gathering

We come to worship
from different places.
Some directly from
work, others out of
weekend activities.
Some live around the
corner and others
from another county.
We gather to "do
liturgy", which
means literally, the
"work of the people".
We gather to do the
work of hearing the
Scriptures read and
proclaimed. We
gather to act out the
Gospel in the ritual
drama of the meal.
As we gather, God is
at work also, making
the Good News come
alive in our midst.



Kyrie

In Mark 10 we hear
of Jesus’ journey
through Jericho to
Jerusalem where he
encounters
Bartimaeus, a blind
man, who hears this
is Jesus and shouts,
“Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy on

me.” From that time
to the present, Jesus’
followers have
prayed that same
prayer to God: “Kyrie
Eleison” (“Lord,
have mercy”). We
are totally depend-
ent upon God, so we
pray for mercy in
every aspect of life.

Kyrie
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Canticle of Praise
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Hymn of Praise

Quite often in the
Bible, Jesus eats with
people and shares
parables about ban-
quets and feasts.
This hymn points us
to the Lord’s Supper
as a foretaste of the
feast to come. This is
an opportunity for us
to hear and sing the
hymn of praise with
all the saints in heav-
en.



Reading Notes:
After a hymn of
praise acknowledging
God as a shelter for
the poor, the prophet
portrays a wonderful
victory banquet at
which death—which
in ancient Canaan
was depicted as a
monster swallowing
everyone up—will be

swallowed up forever.

The prophet urges
celebration of this
victory of salvation.
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray,

C: Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples
and poured out your life with abundance. Call us again to your
banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure, and
transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated
Reading: [saiah 25:1-9
'0 Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name;

for you have done Wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and
sure. “For you have made the city a heap, the fortified crty a ruin; the
palace of aliens is a city no more, it will never be rebuilt. Therefore
strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you.

*For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their
distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When
the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, Sthe noise of aliens
like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled.

®0n this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a

feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wmes of rich food filled with
marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy on this
mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is
spread over all nations; *he will swallow up death forever. Then the
Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of
his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has
spoken. °It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have wait-
ed for him, so that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we
have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.



L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Psalm 23
You are invited to sing the response and read the lines in bold
responsively.
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'The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.

’The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me be-

side still waters.

*You restore my soul, O Lord, and guide me along right pathways for
your name’s sake.

“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I
shall fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff,
they comfort me. R

>You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you
anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

SSurely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. R

Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation

whom shall we go?

Al-le - lu - ia.

words of e -ter - nal life.

Gospel Acclamation
Old Lutheran liturgies
often call this verse
the "Gradual" which
is based upon a Latin
word meaning
"step"”. We step up,
with the Gospel ac-
clamation, to hear
the words of eternal
life.



Gospel Notes:

Jesus tells a parable
indicating that the
blessings of God’s
kingdom are available
to all, but the invita-
tion is not to be taken
lightly.

Gospel Acclamation

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the Twenty-Second
Chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14

'Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: *“The
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding

banquet for his son. *He sent his slaves to call those who had been

invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. *Again he
sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, |
have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding

banquet.” *But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm,
another to his business, *while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated
them, and killed them. "The king was enraged. He sent his troops,
destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. *Then he said to his
slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. °Go
therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the
wedding banquet.” '*Those slaves went out into the streets and
gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall
was filled with guests.

"“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man
there who was not wearing a wedding robe, '*and he said to him,
‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And he was
speechless. *Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and
foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” '*For many are called, but few are
chosen.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ



Please be seated

Sermon “Now the Feast is Spread”

Please stand as you are able

Hymn of the Day  “O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts” #658
Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
L: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting the power of Christ and the gifts of the Spirit.

C: Amen.

All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!

Please be seated
Announcements
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Creed

The Apostles’ Creed is
in a way the
“Reader’s Digest Bi-
ble”. If you took the
Bible and did to it
what Southern chefs
do to green beans
(cook them for 24
hours), you would find
the Apostles’ Creed at
the bottom of the pot
when you lifted the
lid.

Prayers of the People
In the middle of wor-
ship, we pause to pray
not only for ourselves
and our loved ones
and their needs, but
for everyone: the
whole church, the
world, and its leaders,
and the local commu-
nity. This kind of all-
inclusive prayer is at
the heart of Christian
worship precisely be-
cause Jesus Christ
died and rose again,
not just for a few but
for all people.



The Great
Thanksgiving: These
are among the oldest
words in the liturgy.
We lift our hearts to

give attention to God.

Preface:

We praise God for
God'’s mighty acts.
These words change
with the seasons of
the church year and
serve as an invitation
into the Sanctus.
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The Offering
Offertory - Luther's translation of a Latin hymn, “Savior Of The
Nations, Come,” is an Advent hymn. The setting is by J. S. Bach.

Please stand as you are able

Offering Prayer

P: God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of
our life and our labor. Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, and
use them to set a table that will heal the whole creation; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Light.

C: Amen

Great Thanksgiving
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Holy, Holy, Holy
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Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed...

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen

Invitation to Communion

P: Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, and make us one
with you.
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Sanctus

As we draw close to
God in this meal, we
sing these words from
the angels. The words
hearken back to Isai-
ah’s vision in the tem-
ple, where he hears
the seraphim singing
“Holy, holy, holy,
Lord, God of power
and might, heaven
and earth are full of
your glory.”

Lord’s Prayer

We gather in prayer
in response to the
gospel heard in the
proclamation that this
meal is given “for you
and for all people for
the forgiveness of
sin.” We find our-
selves at the very
heart of the gospel
message. Christ not
only speaks to us in
the supper, but gives
us what he is speak-
ing about: his body
and blood for the for-
giveness of sins.



We will receive by
pouring chalice this
morning: Receive a
cup. Receive and eat
the bread. Proceed to
the wine or grape
juice. Communion
bread is gluten free.

Dismissal
With the dismis-
sal from wor-
ship, we are sent
to serve the Lord
through the
unique gifts, tal-
ents, and rela-
tionships of each
one of us. This is
not a conclusion
of service, but a
start to what the
next week will
bring in our walk
with Christ. So it
is fitting that the
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Please be seated
Lamb of God

Nt o

DA — £

mu I n
— ! 4 ! (Y] D 1 1] ] ! — 11 L7 4
!g: 2 AU 1 N1 L H‘ l ‘ [} } 1 1 1 L l\v

Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have
s S
) A . Imu 1 — | oot | 4
b 1 — . 1 M 1 [ N 1 | 1 1 —
1 1 | I. N 1 y 2
mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin of the
)" A .l X a1 | sl | s | 1
E; - 1 [ A 1 P 3 1 " 1 o N 1 1 1 | !
L l. L Y 1 | 1 l. N1 L
world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
(VIR y o
DA .y 3 Y B2 | "
y 4 (70 [ 4 o p 1 0 & —
103 1 ry [ I 1 1
ANIV4 | 2 1 1 1 O
J I | | - S
world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

Distribution Hymns 471, 473(3x), 466

Prayer after Communion

P: Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts
that form us to be humble and courageous. Bless those who share this
meal with others. May your words come to life in our serving and in
our witness, that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer.

C: Amen

Blessing

P: The Lord bless you... in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn “Rise Up, O Saints of God!” #669
Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Share the good news.

C. Thanks be to God.

Postlude - Written by Luther for his family's Christmas celebra-
tion, “From Heaven Above To Earth I Come,” tells the Christmas sto-
ry in multiple verses. The setting is by W. Held.



