
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace Lutheran Church  
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
 Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost  

October 22, 2017  

10:45 a.m.  

  



Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the 

Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has 

information for you about our congregation. Please sign the guest book, 

ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and 

donuts in Grace Hall between services. The greeters, ushers, or 

announcement sheet will happily fill you in on education hour offerings, 

Sunday school, and the teen hangout.    
 

 
The next New Member Class will be held on Sunday, November 5, at 1 

p.m. in the Gathering Hall. If you are interested in finding out more 

about membership at Grace, please contact Pastor Mike at 

Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  
 

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, 

listening. You are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are 

comfortable and able.  When following along in the bulletin, the 

congregation is invited to read the items in bold (often marked with a 

C:) aloud. 
 

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.   

Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each 

pew.   
 

Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are 

available from the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the 

doors to the sanctuary. If your children become restless, the service is 

broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and participate 

together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by 

Grace Kids Care staff members.   
 

Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive   

Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the 

parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the pastor. 

Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you 

are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 

before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will 

commune you in your pew.   

 

Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those 

experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis situations. If 

you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister, please contact the 

office for assistance. 



Prelude   “His Eye is on the Sparrow” Jeff Bennett 

 

Please stand as you are able                                     

Confession and Forgiveness 

P:  Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who 

heals us, the one who reforms us again and again. 

C:  Amen. 
 

P:  Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

 

P:  Source of all life,  

C:  we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We 

fear that we are not good enough. We hear your word of love freely 

given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. We turn the church 

inward, rather than moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform 

us to be a church powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, 

act for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole creation. 

Amen. 

 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God... the name of the Father, and of the 

+Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn  “God of Grace and God of Glory” #705 

 

Greeting 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kyrie 

 

 
 

 



Canticle of Praise  

 

 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day  

P:  Let us pray, 

C: Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, 

let us live in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; 

redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through  

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



Please be seated 

Reading: Isaiah 45:1-7 

The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the 

Lord has anointed to end Israel’s exile. The Lord makes this choice so 

that the whole world will recognize this Lord as the only God. Persia had 

a god of light and a god of darkness; the Lord claims sovereignty over 

both light and darkness.  
1Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have 

grasped to subdue nations before him and strip kings of their robes, to 

open doors before him—and the gates shall not be closed: 2I will go 

before you and level the mountains, I will break in pieces the doors of 

bronze and cut through the bars of iron, 3I will give you the treasures of 

darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so that you may know that it 

is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 4For the 

sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, 

I surname you, though you do not know me. 5I am the Lord, and there is 

no other; besides me there is no god. I arm you, though you do not know 

me, 6so that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, 

that there is no one besides me; I am the Lord, and there is no other. 7I 

form light and create darkness. I make weal and create woe; I 

the Lord do all these things.  

  

L: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God 

 

Voluntary                 “Im Abendrot”                   by Franz Schubert 

               Gabby Clutter, Soprano 

O how beautiful is your world, 

Father, when she shines with golden beams! 

When your gaze descends 

And paints the dust with a shimmering glowing, 

When the red, which flashes in the clouds, 

Sinks into my quiet window! 

  

How could I complain, how could I be afraid? 

How could anything ever be amiss between you and me? 

No, I will carry in my breast 

Your Heaven for all times. 

And this heart, before it breaks down, 

Shall drink in the glow and the light. 

  
 



Psalm 96:1-13 
You are invited to read the lines in bold responsively. 
1Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
2Sing to the Lord, bless the name of the Lord; proclaim God’s  

 salvation from day to day. 
3Declare God’s glory among the nations and God’s wonders among all 

 peoples. 
4For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised, more to be 

 feared than all gods.  
5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but you, O Lord, 

 have made the heavens. 
6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; power and  

 splendor are in your sanctuary. 
7Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples, ascribe to 

 the Lord honor and power. 
8Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the holy name; bring offerings 

 and enter the courts of the Lord.  
9Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; tremble before 

 the Lord, all the earth. 
10Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is king! The one who 

 made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the 

 peoples with equity.” 
11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder 

 and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, 

 O Lord, for you come to judge the earth. 
13You will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with 

 your truth.  

  

Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

 

 

 



Please stand as you are able 

Gospel Acclamation 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the Twenty-Second 

Chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22 

After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap 

him with questions. First they ask if God’s people should pay taxes to an 

earthly tyrant like Caesar. 
15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he 

said. 16So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, 

saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of 

God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do 

not regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it 

lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their 

malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show 

me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20Then 

he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 21They answered, 

“The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor 

the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are 

God’s.” 22When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and 

went away.  

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord   

C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Please be seated 

Sermon “Why we give”       
 

Please stand as you are able 

Hymn of the Day “Let Streams of Living Justice” #710  

 

Creed   

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 



 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People  

L:  Lord, in your mercy  

C:     

 

  

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting the power of Christ and the gifts of the Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

 

All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 

us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love. 

Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 

  

Passing of the Peace 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you all, 

C: And also with you! 

  

 



Please be seated 

Announcements 
  

The Offering 

Offertory                        I Need Thee Every Hour                   Jeff Bennett                
  

Please stand as you are able 

Offering Prayer 

P:  God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our 

life and our labor. Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use 

them to set a table that will heal the whole creation; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Light.  

C: Amen 

 

Blessing of Commitment Cards 

P: Gracious and loving God, giver of all that is good and true and 

beautiful and life-giving. 

C: These cards represent our sweat, they represent our lives, they 

represent our dreams. The pledges which we make on them are but 

tokens of the awesome gifts that have been given to us and they are 

pledged in thanksgiving for all we have received, for all we have 

been inspired to be, for all we are challenged to become, in this place.   

 P: May they be the first fruits of all we have and not what we have left 

over, so that we may live out as closely as possible how you give to us. 

May we see them as our offering to you, sacred, holy, yet earthy, filled 

with possibilities. May we hold this image in our hearts and minds so as 

we watch our offerings each week come to your table, we can see our 

very selves being part of this offering, it is us on the table, living 

sacrifices to you. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table                             

P:  In the night in which he was betrayed…  
 

P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Lord’s Prayer   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen 



Invitation to Communion 

P: Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, and make us one 

with you. 
 

Please be seated 

Lamb of God 

 

 

 
 

Distribution Hymns 528 (3x), 592, 674 
 

Please stand as you are able 

Prayer after Communion 

P: Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that 

form us to be humble and courageous. Bless those who share this meal 

with others.  May your words come to life in our serving and in our 

witness, that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice to all 

the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer. 
C:  Amen 
 

Blessing                                         

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you and 

be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you 

peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn:   “O God of Mercy, God of Light” #714                                         

          vss. 1-4 

 

 



Dismissal 

P: Go in peace. Share the good news.  

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude  Give Thanks                    Joel Raney  

 

Welcome to Grace! 
 

Ministers – The People of God  

Pastor –  

 The Rev. Michael Schmidt  ................................. mike@gracedm.org 

Minister for Worship and Music –  

 Emma Stammer  ................................................ emma@gracedm.org  

Minister for Youth and Family –  

 Ellen Rothweiler .................................................. ellen@gracedm.org  

Organist –  

 Rich Snyder ........................................ rvdlsnyder@centurylink.net 
Grace Kids’ Care Director –  

 Brooke Howsare……………………………….brooke@gracedm.org 

Minister for Administration –  

 Denise Friesth ................................................... denise@gracedm.org  

Minister for Communications –  

 Michelle Voelker  .......................................... michelle@gracedm.org  

Office Assistant for Worship –  

 Jessica Flannery …..…………………….……. jessica@gracedm.org 

Custodian – Todd Haugen  

Ushers – Aaron Brandsfield, Lonnie Jessen, Eric Weber, and Jay 

Wangerin 

Acolyte –  Laynne Weber 

Liturgist – Mary Helt  

Lector –  Felicia Adams 

Altar Guild – Sue Anderson 

Communion Assistants – Susanne & Sierra Carney, Kathleen 

Uehling, & Barb Zimany  

Counters –  Tom McCleary and Bill Jensen 

Coffee –  Karen Taylor  
 

Grace Lutheran Church 

5201 Urbandale Avenue 

Des Moines, Iowa 50310 

Pastor Michael Schmidt 


