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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION
Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in grace,
strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name.

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the Visitor Center in the
Gathering Hall (vight outside the sanctuary) has information for you about our congregation.
Please sign the guest book, ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and
donuts in Grace Hall between services. The greeters, ushers, or announcement sheet will
happily fill you in on education hour offerings, Sunday school, and the teen hangout.

The next New Member Class will be held on Sunday, November 5, at 1 p.m. in the Gathering
Hall. If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You are
invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When follow-
ing along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold (often
marked with a C:) aloud.

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each pew.

Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from the
ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. If your children
become restless, the service is broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and
participate together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by Grace
Kids Care staff members.

Communion — We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your pew.

Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those experiencing personal
problems such as grieving or crisis situations. If you would like to be connected to a Stephen
Minister, please contact the office for assistance.



Prelude: Luther's number one hit on the sixteenth century pop
chart was “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” which he based on Psalm
46. Here are two settings of the hymn from an anonymous seventeenth
century composer and from a 20th century composer, Wilbur Held.

Please stand as you are able

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who
heals us, the one who reforms us again and again.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.
Pause for silence and reflection.

P: Source of all life,

C: we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free.
We fear that we are not good enough. We hear your word of love
freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. We turn the
church inward, rather than moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir us.
Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing to speak for
what is right, act for what is just, and seek the healing of your
whole creation. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God... the name of the Father, and of the
+Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” #505

Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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Inpeace, letus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Opening Hymn

We are a “singing
church,” so we
follow the advice of
the apostle Paul to
teach and admonish
“one another in
psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in
your hearts to the
Lord” (Colossians
3:16).



Kyrie

In Mark 10 we hear
of Jesus’ journey
through Jericho to
Jerusalem where he
encounters
Bartimaeus, a blind
man, who hears this
is Jesus and shouts,
“Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy on

me.” From that time
to the present, Jesus’
followers have
prayed that same
prayer to God: “Kyrie
Eleison” (“Lord,
have mercy”). We
are totally depend-
ent upon God, so we
pray for mercy in
every aspect of life.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Canticle of Praise
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
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Hymn of Praise

Quite often in the
Bible, Jesus eats with
people and shares
parables about
banquets and feasts.
This hymn points us
to the Lord’s Supper
as a foretaste of the
feast to come. This is
an opportunity for us
to hear and sing the
hymn of praise with
all the saints in
heaven.



Reading Notes:

The renewed
covenant will not be
breakable, but like
the old covenant it
will expect the people
to live upright lives.
To know the Lord
means that one will
defend the cause of
the poor and needy
(Jer. 22:16). The
renewed covenant is
possible only because
the Lord will forgive
iniquity and not
remember sin. Our
hope lies in a God
who forgets.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray,

C: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy
Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit
on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect
and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies
of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated

Reading Jeremiah 31:31-34

3!The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. **It will not
be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them
by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that
they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. **But this is the
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days,
says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on
their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. **No
longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know

the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the
greatest, says the Lord; for [ will forgive their iniquity, and remember
their sin no more.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Anthem “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation” Dale Wood
Chancel Choir
Children Sermon
Psalm 46
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You are invited to sing the response and read the lines in bold
responsively

'God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

>Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and
though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;

3though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains
tremble with its tumult.

“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy
habitation of the Most High.

>God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it
at the break of day.

The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the
earth melts away. R

"The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

8Come now, regard the works of the Lord, what desolations God
has brought upon the earth;

behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks
the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.

10«Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among
the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”

""The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. R

Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter-nal life.

Gospel Acclamation
P:The Holy Gospel according to St. John the Eighth Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel

The Gospel Lesson is
a selection from the
accounts of the life of
our Lord recorded by
the four evangelists,
St. Matthew, St.
Mark, St. Luke, and
St. John. Because
Christ is with us in the
Gospel reading, we
stand to honor his
presence. We also
sing short verses
before and after the
reading of the

Gospel.

Gospel Notes

Jesus speaks of truth
and freedom as
spiritual realities
known through his
word. He reveals the
truth that sets people
free from sin.



Creed

The Creed is our
response to God's
speaking to us.
Martyrs and saints
have been confessing
this creed since 325
A.D. The word "creed"
comes from the Latin
"credo" which means,
"I believe!"

Prayers of the People
This prayer in the
service follows the
directive of the
Apostle Paul to young
Timothy, a pastor: “I|
urge, then, first of all,
that requests,
prayers, intercession
and thanksgiving be
made for everyone —
for Kings and all those
in authority, that we
may live in peaceful
and quiet lives in all
godliness and
holiness.”
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Gospel John 8:31-36

3!Jesus said to the Jews who had beheved in him, “If you continue in

my word, you are truly my dlsmples
and the truth will make you free.”

?and you will know the truth,
3They answered him, “We are de-

scendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do

you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

*Jesus answered thern “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who com-
mits sin is a slave to sin. *>The slave does not have a permanent place

in the household; the son has a place there forever. *
makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ

Please be seated

Sermon “If you want to build a tower”

Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day “Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen”

Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
L: Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

%S0 if the Son

#548



P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting the power of Christ and the gifts of the Spirit.

C: Amen.

All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!

Please be seated
Announcements

The Offering

Offertory: Luther wrote the hymn “Lord Keep Us Steadfast In Your
Word” at a time when invasion was threatened from the east by the
Turks, and Luther used the hymn to plea for protection from the invad-
ing armies.

Please stand as you are able

Offering Prayer

P: God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of
our life and our labor. Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, and
use them to set a table that will heal the whole creation; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Light.

C: Amen
Great Thanksgiving
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Let us give thanks  to God.

Preface

Preface means
“introduction.” The
pastor and people get
ready to

celebrate the Holy
Meal by greeting each
other and with an
exhortation as how to
celebrate the meal.
These words state
why we should give
thanks using words
and ideas
appropriate for the
season of the church
year.



Holy, Holy, Holy
Sanctus is a Latin
word meaning
“Holy.” The Sanctus
contains words from
Isaiah’s vision of God
(Isaiah 6:3) and the
crowd’s response on
Palm Sunday when
Jesus entered the city
of Jerusalem. We
join them in spirit by
singing their words
as we anticipate
Christ’s coming in the
sacrament.
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Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed.

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

Invitation to Communion

P: Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, and make us one

with you.




Please be seated

Lamb of God
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Distribution Hymns 482, 484, 496

Please stand as you are able

Prayer after Communion

P: Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts
that form us to be humble and courageous. Bless those who share this
meal with others. May your words come to life in our serving and in
our witness, that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer.

C: Amen

Blessing

P: The Lord bless you... in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn “The Church's One Foundation” #654
Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Share the good news.

C: Thanks be to God.

11

We will receive by
pouring chalice this
morning: Receive a
cup. Receive and eat
the bread. Proceed
to the wine or grape
juice. Communion
bread is gluten free.

Blessing

Here as we leave to
continue our journey
through the
wilderness to the
Promised Land, God
uses the pastor to
say words that were
said first through
Aaron in the
wilderness more
than 3,000 years
ago.



Postlude: A reprise of the prelude composed by a cousin of J. S. Bach, Walther.

Welcome to Grace!
Ministers — The People of God

Pastor —

The Rev. Michael Schmidt .........c.coocovviviiiiiiiieien. mike@gracedm.org
Minister for Worship and Music —

Emma Stammer .........ccoooeeeiiiiiiieieceieeeee e emma@gracedm.org
Minister for Youth and Family —

Ellen Rothweiler ...........ccooveiieiiiiieiiiiiiieeceeeeeeee e, ellen@gracedm.org
Organist —

Rich Snyder........coccoevieiiiiiiei e rvdlsnyder@centurylink.net
Minister for Administration —

Denise Friesth ........c.ccooooiieiiiiiiicecceeeeeee e denise@gracedm.org
Minister for Communications —

Michelle Voelker ........cccooceiieiviieiiiecieeeeeeeee michelle@gracedm.org
Office Assistant for Worship

Jessica Flannery...............ooooiiiiiiiiiiiii i, jessica@gracedm.org

Custodian — Todd Haugen

Ushers — Bruce Bergman, Dave Gronert, Len Ringgenberg, & Larry
Nordeen

Acolyte - Victoria Meillier & Allison Olson Schmidt

Liturgist — Denny Rehder

Lector — Karen Taylor

Communion Assistants - Karen Taylor, Nancy Crowfoot, Alex Davik, &
Janet Trentmann

Altar Guild — Sue Anderson
Counters — Chris Lawson and Carter Woodruff
Coffee — Karen Taylor

Grace Lutheran Church

_— - 5201 Urbandale Avenue

- —| —— Des Moines, Iowa 50310

Office hours: Mon-Fri 9 am. — 3 p.m.
Pastor Michael Schmidt

GRACE
LUTHERAN §15—276—6873
CHURCH mike@gracedm.org

www.gracedm.org
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