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Grace Lutheran Church

Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome to Worship
Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost
November 12, 2017
10:45 a.m.



Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the
Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has
information for you about our congregation. Please sign the guest book,
ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and
donuts in Grace Hall between services. The greeters, ushers, or
announcement sheet will happily fill you in on education hour offerings,
Sunday school, and the teen hangout.

If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace,
please contact Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking,
listening. You are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are
comfortable and able. When following along in the bulletin, the
congregation is invited to read the items in bold (often marked with a
C:) aloud.

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each
pew.

Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are
available from the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the
doors to the sanctuary. If your children become restless, the service is
broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and participate
together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by
Grace Kids Care staff members.

Communion — We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive
Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the
parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the pastor.
Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you
are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will
commune you in your pew.

Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those
experiencing personal problems such as grieving or crisis situations. If
you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister, please contact the
office for assistance.
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Prelude Come Just As You Are Mark Hayes

Please stand as you are able

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, who calls us into an
everlasting hope, who guides us to springs of the water of life, who
enlightens us with the spirit of wisdom.

C: Amen.

P: One with the communion of saints in all times and places, let us
confess our sin against God and one another.
Pause for silence and reflection.

P: O God, our merciful redeemer,

C: we confess the ways we live only for ourselves. We fail to see you
in our neighbor’s face. We turn our ears from voices that cry out.
We pass by the hungry and the oppressed. In your great

mercy, forgive our sin and strengthen us for service to all in need;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God... the name of the Father, and of the
+Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Opening Hymn “Christ, Be Our Light” #715

Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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Canticle of Praise
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray,

C: O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with
the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to
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the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Please be seated

Reading Amos 5:18-24

In the days of Amos people thought that the day of the Lord would
be a time of great victory, but Amos announced that it would be a
day of darkness, not light. He said liturgy is no substitute for
obedience. The Lord demands justice and righteousness in the
community.

8Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! Why do you want
the day of the Lord? It is darkness, not light; '°as if someone fled
from a lion, and was met by a bear; or went into the house and
rested a hand against the wall, and was bitten by a snake. %Is not
the day of the Lord darkness, not light, and gloom with no
brightness in it? 21 hate, | despise your festivals, and | take no
delight in your solemn assemblies. 22Even though you offer me
your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them;
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not
look upon. ZTake away from me the noise of your songs; I will not
listen to the melody of your harps. 2*But let justice roll down like
waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Voluntary None Other Lamb” by Christina Rossetti
arr. Craig Courtney
Pastor Schmidt & Emma Stammer

Psalm 70
You are invited to read the lines in bold responsively.
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; O Lord, make haste to help me.

2L_et those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded; let
those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be
disgraced.



3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me turn back
because of their shame.

“Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; let those who love
your salvation say forever, “Great is the Lord!”

°But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God. You
are my helper and my deliverer; O Lord, do not tarry.

Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation

Celtic Alleluia
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Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the Twenty-Fifth Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Matthew 25:1-13

Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing
the need for readiness at all times.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be
like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the
bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. *When
the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; “but the
wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. °As the bridegroom was
delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. °But at midnight
there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to
meet him.” "Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their
lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for
our lamps are going out.” °But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not
be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and
buy some for yourselves.” 2°And while they went to buy it, the
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into
the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. *Later the other
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bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.” *?But he
replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.” *Keep awake
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you, O Christ

Please be seated
Sermon “Come to be fed...”

Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day “Drawn to the Light” #593

Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of the People
L: Lord, in your mercy
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P: Receive these prayers and the hopes and concerns of our hearts, O
God, as we entrust into your loving care all for whom we pray, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,

C: And also with you!

Please be seated
Announcements

The Offering
Offertory  Take My Life, and Let It Be Consecrated Bill Wolaver

Please stand as you are able

Offering Prayer

P: Creator God, you made everything, and you provide for every need.
The bread we break and the wine we pour come from you. As we eat and
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drink with thanksgiving, fill us with your love; let that love flow through
us to others; and join us to the saints before us in a holy and boundless
communion; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed...

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Invitation to Communion
P: Hunger no more. Thirst no more. Come to the banquet of life.

Please be seated

Lamb of God
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Distribution Hymns 262, 472(3x), 522
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Please stand as you are able

Prayer after Communion

P: Sovereign God, in this meal you give us a foretaste of the great feast
to come. Bless those who share this meal with others. Keep us faithful to
you, that we, with all your saints, may at length celebrate the marriage
feast of the Lamb, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

Blessing

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn O Light Whose Splendor Thrills #563

Dismissal
P: Led on by the saints before us, go in peace to serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude O Worship the King Bruce Greer
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Welcome to Grace!

Ministers — The People of God

Pastor —

The Rev. Michael Schmidt ..........ccooeevvciineinne, mike@gracedm.org
Minister for Worship and Music —

Emma Stammer ........cccceeeviiiiiic e emma@gracedm.org
Minister for Youth and Family —

Ellen Rothweiler.......c.oocvvviviiiiicie e, ellen@gracedm.org
Organist —

Rich SNYder.......ccccovvveeieiiceceee, rvdisnyder@centurylink.net
Grace Kids’ Care Director —

Brooke Howsare............ccoooeviiiiiiininn. . brooke@gracedm.org
Minister for Administration —

Denise Friesth.....c..cocovevciiiciiccee e denise@gracedm.org
Minister for Communications —

Michelle VOEIKEN ....ccuvvvivviiiiieiee e michelle@gracedm.org
Office Assistant for Worship —

Jessica Flannery ............c.ooooveviiiiiiiinnnnnn, jessica@gracedm.org

Custodian — Todd Haugen

Ushers — Mike Carney, Rick Fry, & Jay Wangerin

Acolyte —

Liturgist — Denny Rehder

Lector — Felicia Adams

Altar Guild — Connie Heuton & Jane Ridnour

Communion Assistants — Lori Fry, Alex Davik, Kathleen Uehling
Counters — Chris Lawson and Tom McCleary

Coffee — Karen Taylor

Grace Lutheran Church
—_ —_ 5201 Urbandale Avenue
—T— - Des Moines, lowa 50310
— 5.5 —  Office hours: Mon-Fri 9 a.m. — 3 p.m.
Pastor Michael Schmidt
GRACE 515-276-6873
LUTHERAN mike@gracedm.org

CHURCH www.gracedm.org
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