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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name.

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the Visitor Center in the
Gathering Hall (vight outside the sanctuary) has information for you about our congregation.
Please sign the guest book, ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and
donuts in Grace Hall between services. The greeters, ushers, or announcement sheet will
happily fill you in on education hour offerings, Sunday school, and the teen hangout.

If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact Pastor
Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You are
invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able.

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each pew.

Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from the
ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. If your children
become restless, the service is broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and

participate together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by Grace
Kids Care staff members.

Communion — We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.

Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction
with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you are
not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher before the service. Then try
to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your pew.

Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one care giving ministry for those experiencing personal problems
such as grieving or crisis situations. If you would like to be connected to a Stephen Minister,
please contact the office for assistance.



Prelude Two settings of “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”
Powell/Held

Welcome

Please stand as you are able

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who comes to wake us from
sleep, who leads us into the light of grace.

C: Amen.

P: Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against
God and neighbor.

Pause for silence and reflection.

P: God of all time,

C: we confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign
among us. We ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor of
justice and peace. In your mercy forgive us. Grant us wisdom to
welcome your light and to seek the things that will endure until
Christ comes again in glory. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God... the name of the Father, and of the
+Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” #834

Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Kyrie
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer-cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our sal - va - tion, let us

Gathering

On this day the Lord
has acted! On the
first day of the week
God began creation,
transforming dark-
ness into light. On
this, the “eighth day”
of the week, Jesus
Christ was raised
from the dead. We
celebrate this new
creation in the wa-
ters of baptism and
in the feast of victo-
ry. With great joy we
celebrate this day of
days, even as we
begin the great fifty
days of Easter. Filled
with hope, we go
forth to share the
news that Christ is
risen.
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- [ S R
o
Go———r e
and for the u - ni - ty of all, let us pray to the Lord
0
| 1 1 il
I I | I y 1l
) — — 7
Lord, have  mer - cy.
N
i o
P p— B —
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
0 . .
[ T — T T T e~ e~ 1
1 1 | - | - 1 N N I 1 1
ij P —— |~ - i
_m— I i T 1
P — — @
let us pray to the Lord Lord, have  mer-cy.
N [—
[ I | T— T 7
| 4" & i I 1 I 1l
s Y | I -l 1l
S s [_— 1

Help, save, comfort, and de - fend wus, gra - cious Lord.
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Lighting the Advent Wreath: Advent 1

P: We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days
of preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the first candle on this
wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord
when he comes with all the saints and angels. Enlighten us with your
grace, and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. Grant this



through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day
draws near.

C: Amen.

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” #257
Verse 1

Hymn of Praise

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P:Let us pray,

C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful
protection awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and
keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated
Reading [saiah 64:1-9

'O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the
mountains would quake at your presence— “as when fire kindles
brushwood and the fire causes water to boil— to make your name
known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your
presence! "When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you
came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. ‘From ages past
no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God
besides you, who works for those who wait for him. SYou meet those
who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you
were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed.
We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous
deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities,
like the wind, take us away. "There is no one who calls on your name,
or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from
us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. *Yet, O Lord,
you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all
the work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do
not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your people.

L: The Word of the Lord
5C: Thanks be to God

Reading Notes:

This lament comes
from a people who
have had their hopes
shattered. The visions
of a rebuilt Jerusalem
and a renewed peo-
ple of God, spoken of
in Isaiah 40-55, have
not been realized.
Instead, the people
experience ruin, con-
flict, and famine. This
lament calls God to
account—to be the
God who has brought
deliverance in the
past.



Gospel Acclamation
Old Lutheran liturgies
often call this verse
the "Gradual" which
is based upon a Latin
word meaning "step".
We step up, with the
Gospel acclamation,
to hear the words of
eternal life.
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Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
You are invited to sing the response and read the lines in bold
responsively.
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we shall be  saved.  and we shall he saved.

"Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; shine forth,
you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.

’In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, stir up
your strength and come to help us.

Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

*0 Lord God of hosts, how long will your anger fume when
your people pray? R

*You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them
bowls of tears to drink.

%You have made us the derision of our neighbors, and our enemies
laugh us to scorn.

"Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall
be saved.

""Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one you
have made so strong for yourself. R

'8 And so will we never turn away from you; give us life, that we may
call upon your name.

Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and
we shall be saved. R

Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter - nal life.



P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the Thirteenth
Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Mark 13:24-37

[Jesus said:] **“In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, “and the stars will be
falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
*Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great
power and glory. *’Then he will send out the

angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the
earth to the ends of heaven.

*«From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. ’So
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near,
at the very gates. **Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away
until all these things have taken place. *'Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will not pass away.

3%But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. **Beware, keep alert; for you
do not know when the time will come. **It is like a man going on a
journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with
his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the
watch. **Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at
cockcrow, or at dawn, *°or else he may find you asleep when he comes
suddenly. *’And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

Sermon “Look Around”

Please stand as you are able

Hymn of the Day “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” #244
Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;

Gospel Notes

In today’s reading,
Jesus encourages his
followers to look
forward to the day
when he returns in
power and glory to
end all suffering.

Creed

The Apostles’ Creed is
in a way the
“Reader’s Digest Bi-
ble”. If you took the
Bible and did to it



what Southern chefs
do to green beans
(cook them for 24
hours), you would find
the Apostles’ Creed at
the bottom of the pot
when you lifted the
lid.

Prayers of the People
In the middle of
worship, we pause to
pray not only for
ourselves and our
loved ones and their
needs, but for
everyone: the whole
church, the world, and
its leaders, and the
local community. This
kind of all-inclusive
prayer is at the heart
of Christian worship
precisely because
Jesus Christ died and
rose again, not just
for a few but for all
people.

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
L: Lord, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.

P: We raise our prayers to you, O God, in the name of the one who is,
who was, and who is to come, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!

Please be seated
Announcements

The Offering

Offertory
er

Prelude on “O Come, O Come Emanuel” Bend-

Please stand as you are able

Offering Prayer

P: Savior of the nations, come. Make your home here in us. Feed us
with your love, that our faith shine ever new and our lives reveal your
light.

C: Amen



Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with  you. And al - so with  you.
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho-ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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Lord, God of power
and might, heaven
and earth are full of
your glory.”

high-est. Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho -

Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed...
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Lord’s Prayer

We gather in prayer
in response to the
gospel heard in the
proclamation that
this meal is given
“for you and for all
people for the for-
giveness of sin.” We
find ourselves at the
very heart of the gos-
pel message. Christ
not only speaks to us
in the supper, but
gives us what he is
speaking about: his
body and blood for
the forgiveness of
sins

We will receive by
pouring chalice this
morning: Receive a
cup. Receive and eat
the bread. Proceed
to the wine or grape
juice. Communion
bread is gluten free.
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P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen

Invitation to Communion

P: Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you. Share in the feast of
salvation.

Please be seated
Lamb of God
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Distribution Hymns 466, 471, 482, 472(3x)

Please stand as you are able
Prayer after Communion

P: God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken bread and the
cup we share. Make us ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts,

and send us forth to be your people in the world, announcing your



coming among us in Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

Blessing

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give
you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy

Spirit.

C: Amen.

Sending Hymn: “The King Shall Come” #260
Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Improvisation on “Rejoice, Rejoice Believers”  Manz
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Dismissal

With the dismissal
from worship, we are
sent to serve the Lord
through the unique
gifts, talents, and
relationships of each
one of us. This is not
a conclusion of ser-
vice, but a start to
what the next week
will bring in our walk
with Christ. So itis
fitting that the re-
sponse is a resound-
ing “Thanks be to
God.”
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Welcome to Grace!
Ministers —the people of Grace

Pastor —

The Rev. Michael Schmidt ..............cccveeenneee. mike@gracedm.org
Minister for Worship and Music —

Emma Stammer .........cccccoovvieeiiiiinee e emma(@gracedm.or
Minister for Youth and Family —

Ellen Rothweiler.........cccccccocveeiiiiiee e, ellen@gracedm.org
Organist —

Rich Snyder........ccoooviviiiiiiicinienn rvdlsnyder@centurylink.net
Grace Kids’ Care Director —

Brooke Howsare.....................ocooini brooke@gracedm.org
Minister for Administration —

Denise Friesth........cccccooieiiiiiiiiiiicc e denise@gracedm.org
Minister for Communications —

Michelle Voelker ........coccevviieiiiiiineennn, michelle@gracedm.org
Office Assistant for Worship

Jessica Flannery..............c.oooiiiin, jessica@gracedm.org

Custodian — Todd Haugen

Ushers — Linda Bigger, Tim Nelson, Carter Woodruff, & Larry Nordeen
Acolyte -

Liturgist — Matt Jordahl

Lector — Karen Taylor

Altar Guild — Sue Anderson & Carol Woodruff

Communion Assistants — Carla Peterman, Julie Honsey, Barb Zimany, &
Karen Taylor

Counters — Alex Davik and Carter Woodruff
Coffee — Norm & Lenora Iverson

Grace Lutheran Church

—_— ] - 5201 Urbandale Avenue
—_ — — Des Moines, Iowa 50310
—_— Pastor Michael Schmidt
515-276-6873
GRACE mike@gracedm.org
LUTHERAN www.gracedm.org
CHURCH
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