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Grace Lutheran Church  
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
 Fifth Sunday After Epiphany   

February 18, 2018  

9:00 a.m.   

Liturgical worship with piano 

Eclectic Setting 
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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in 
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the Visitor Center in the 

Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has information for you about our congregation. 
Please sign the guest book, ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and 
donuts in the Gathering Hall after the service. The greeters, ushers, or announcement sheet will      
happily fill you in on education hour offerings, Sunday school, and the teen hangout.  

 

If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact Pastor 
Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  
 
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You are    
invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When following 
along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold (often marked with 
a C:) aloud. 
 
Here at Grace we worship in two alternating styles, organ-led liturgy or piano-led liturgy. The 
style for today, as well is which liturgical setting is used, is listed on the front cover of your  
bulletin. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each pew.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from the   
ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. If your children       
become restless, the service is broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and        
participate together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by Grace 
Kids Care staff members.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction 
with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you are 
not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher before the service. Then try 
to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your pew.  
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Prelude “Faith is the Victory” arr. Melody Bober 

               

Welcome 

 

Please stand as you are able 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P: During the season of Lent we are called to return to the Lord with 
all our heart. Let us confess our sin and seek reconciliation with God 
and neighbor.  
     Pause for silence and reflection. 
 
P: Merciful God,  
C: you sent Jesus Christ to save the lost. We confess that we have 
strayed from you and turned aside from your way. We fail in love, 
neglect justice, and ignore your truth. Have mercy on us and wash 
away our sin. Create in us clean hearts for the sake of Jesus Christ 
our Savior. Amen. 
 
P:  In the mercy of almighty God... the name of the Father, and of the 
+Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn   “God of the Sparrow” #740 

 

Greeting 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.  

 
Kyrie 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening Hymn 
We are a “singing 
church,” so we    
follow the advice  of 
the apostle Paul to 
teach and admonish 
“one  another in 
psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in 
your hearts to the 
Lord” (Colossians 
3:16).   

 

Kyrie 
In Mark 10 we hear 
of Jesus’ journey 
through Jericho to 
Jerusalem where he 
encounters            
Bartimaeus, a blind 
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man, who hears this 
is Jesus and shouts, 
“Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on 
me.”  From that time 
to the present, Jesus’ 
followers have 
prayed that same 
prayer to God: “Kyrie 
Eleison”   (“Lord, 
have mercy”). We 
are totally depend-
ent upon God, so we 
pray for mercy in 
every aspect of life. 
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P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day  

P: Let us pray, 

C: Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you 
saved the chosen, and in the wilderness of temptation you protect-
ed your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your 
holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power 
over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Reading Genesis 9:8-17 
8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am  
establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after 
you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the 
domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as 
came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant with you, that never 
again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never 
again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is 
the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every 
living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set 
my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between 
me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is 
seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me 
and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall 
never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in 
the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant be-
tween God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the 
earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I 
have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”  
 

L: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God 
 
Anthem  “The Staff of Faith”          Craig Courtney 

      Chancel Choir 

 

Psalm 25:1-10 
1To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let 
 my enemies triumph over me. 
3Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Reading Notes  
Today’s reading is the 
conclusion to the 
flood story. Because 
of human sin, the 
Lord destroys the 
earth by flood, saving 
only Noah, his family, 
and the animals on 
the ark. Yet divine 
destruction gives way 
to divine commit-
ment. As in the first 
creation, God blesses 
humanity and estab-
lishes a covenant 
with all creatures.  
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 shame who are treacherous. 
4Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths.  
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my  
 salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
6Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from  
 everlasting. 
7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember 
 me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your  
 goodness, O Lord. 
8You are gracious and upright, O Lord; therefore you teach  
 sinners in your way.  
9You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way. 
10All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness to 
 those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.   

 
Please stand as you are able 

Gospel Acclamation

 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

P:The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark the Ninth Chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel Mark 1:9-15 

 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was bap-
tized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the 
water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a 
dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
  12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 
13He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was 
with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 
  14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming 
the good news of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel  
The Gospel Lesson is 
a selection from the 
accounts of the life of 
our Lord recorded by 
the four evangelists, 
St. Matthew, St. 
Mark, St. Luke, and 
St. John.  Because 
Christ is with us in the 
Gospel reading, we 
stand to honor his 
presence.  We also 
sing short verses be-
fore and after the 
reading of the Gos-
pel.   

Gospel Notes 
The Spirit that comes 
upon Jesus at his  
baptism sustains him 
when he is tested by 
Satan so that he 
might proclaim the 
good news of God’s 
reign.  
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P: The Gospel of the Lord   

C: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Please be seated 

Sermon  “Over the Rainbow ” 

 

Please stand as you are able 

Hymn of the Day “Bless Now, O God, the Journey” #326 
 

Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People  

L:  Lord in your mercy  

C:    Stay with Me  

 

 

 
 
 
 

Creed  
The Creed is our  
response to God's 
speaking to us.  
Martyrs and saints 
have been confessing 
this creed since 325 
A.D. The word 
"creed" comes from 
the Latin "credo" 
which means, "I  
believe!"  

 

 

 
 

Prayers of the People 
This prayer in the 
service follows the 
directive of the Apos-
tle Paul to young 
Timothy, a pastor: “I 
urge, then, first of all, 
that requests, pray-
ers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be 
made for everyone – 
for Kings and all 
those in authority, 
that we may live in 
peaceful and quiet 
lives in all godliness 



8 

 

P: Trusting in your covenant of mercy, O God, we lift our prayers to 
you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior.  

C: Amen. 
 
All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love. 
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Please be seated 
Announcements 
 
The Offering 
Offertory          “This Is My Father's World”        Carol Tornquist 
       
Please stand as you are able 
Offering Prayer 
P: Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving 
and the offering of our lives, that following in the way of the cross, 
we may know the joy of the resurrection; through Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table  
P: In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Lord’s Prayer   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

and holiness.” 
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 forever and ever. Amen 

 

Invitation to Communion 
P: Return to God with all your heart. Receive bread for the journey, 
drink for the desert. 
 
Please be seated 
Lamb of God 

 
 
Distribution Hymns 472(3x), 595, 616(3x), 471, 518 

 

Please stand as you are able 

Prayer after Communion 

P: Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. 

Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for 
justice, our alms, a making of peace, and our prayer, the song of  
grateful hearts; through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

Blessing                                         

P: The Lord bless you… in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will receive by 
pouring chalice this 
morning: Receive a 
cup.  Receive and eat 
the bread.  Proceed to 
the wine or grape 
juice.  Communion 
bread is gluten free. 

 

Blessing 
Here as we leave to 
continue our journey 
through the wilder-
ness to the Promised 
Land, God uses the 
pastor to say words 
that were said first 
through Aaron in the 
wilderness more than 
3,000 years ago. 
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Sending Hymn “Great is Thy Faithfulness” #733                                          
           

Dismissal 

P: Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                        “The Old Rugged Cross”   Nancy Raabe 

 

                               

 

 

 

 

 

                

Grace Lutheran Church 

5201 Urbandale Avenue 

Des Moines, Iowa 50310 

Office hours: Mon-Fri 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Pastor Michael Schmidt 

515-276-6873 

mike@gracedm.org     

www.gracedm.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gracedm.org
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Welcome to Grace! 

Ministers —the people of Grace 

Pastor –  

 The Rev. Michael Schmidt  ............................ mike@gracedm.org 

Minister for Worship and Music –  

 Emma Stammer  ........................................... emma@gracedm.org 

Minister for Youth and Family –  

 Ellen Rothweiler ............................................. ellen@gracedm.org 

Organist –  

 Rich Snyder ....................................... rvdlsnyder@centurylink.net  

Grace Kids’ Care Director –  
Brooke Howsare……………………………brooke@gracedm.org 

Minister for Administration –  

 Denise Friesth ............................................... denise@gracedm.org 

Minister for Communications –  

Michelle Voelker  ..................................... michelle@gracedm.org 

Office Assistant for Worship 

Jessica Flannery…..………………………..jessica@gracedm.org  

Custodian – Todd Haugen 

Ushers –  Dave Gronert, Bruce Bergman, Len Ringgenberg, Jay Wangerin, & 
Bill Jensen  

Acolyte -  

Liturgist – Matt Jordahl  

Lector –  Julie Honsey  

Altar Guild – Cindy Peeler & Marion Nehmer  
Communion – Carol Woodruff, Cherie Rissman, Karen Taylor, & Julie  
Honsey  

Counters –  Mark Stumme and Mike Carney  

Coffee –  Paul Nelson  

 

Grace Lutheran Church 
5201 Urbandale Avenue 

Des Moines, Iowa 50310 

Office hours: Mon-Fri 9 a.m. – 3p.m. 

Pastor Michael Schmidt 

515-276-6873 

mike@gracedm.org     

www.gracedm.org 
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