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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name.

Welcome! If this is your first time worshipping at Grace Lutheran, the Visitor Center in the
Gathering Hall (vight outside the sanctuary) has information for you about our congregation.
Please sign the guest book, ask questions, say hello! We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and
donuts in the Gathering Hall after the service. The greeters, ushers, or announcement sheet will
happily fill you in on education hour offerings, Sunday school, and the teen hangout.

If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact Pastor
Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You are
invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When following
along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold (often marked with
a C:) aloud.

Here at Grace we worship in two alternating styles, organ-led liturgy or piano-led liturgy. The
style for today, as well is which liturgical setting is used, is listed on the front cover of your
bulletin.

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please sign the Attendance Registration sheets which are found in each pew.

Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from the
ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. If your children
become restless, the service is broadcast in the Gathering Hall so you may still watch and
participate together. The nursery is available for newborns to age 3 and is staffed by Grace
Kids Care staff members.

Communion — We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction
with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you are
not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher before the service. Then try
to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your pew.



Prelude  Choral prelude on “O People, Lament Your Great Sin for
the Sake of Which Christ Left His Father's Bosom and Came to Earth”

J. S. Bach
Welcome

Please stand as you are able
Confession and Forgiveness
P: During the season of Lent we are called to return to the Lord with
all our heart. Let us confess our sin and seek reconciliation with God
and neighbor.

Pause for silence and reflection.

P: Merciful God,

C: you sent Jesus Christ to save the lost. We confess that we have
strayed from you and turned aside from your way. We fail in love,
neglect justice, and ignore your truth. Have mercy on us and wash
away our sin. Create in us clean hearts for the sake of Jesus Christ
our Savior. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God... the name of the Father, and of the
+Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn  “O God, Our Help In Ages Past” #632
Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Kyrie
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Inpeace, letus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer cy

Opening Hymn

We are a “singing
church,” so we
follow the advice of
the apostle Paul to
teach and admonish
“one another in
psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in
your hearts to the
Lord” (Colossians
3:16).



Kyrie

In Mark 10 we hear
of Jesus’ journey
through Jericho to
Jerusalem where he
encounters
Bartimaeus, a blind
man, who hears this
is Jesus and shouts,
“Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy on

me.” From that time
to the present, Jesus’
followers have
prayed that same
prayer to God: “Kyrie
Eleison” (“Lord,
have mercy”). We
are totally depend-
ent upon God, so we
pray for mercy in
every aspect of life.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray,

C: O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an
instrument of shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant
us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer
shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated
Reading Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16

'When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to
Abram, and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be
blameless. “And I will make my covenant between me and you, and
will make you exceedingly numerous.” *Then Abram fell on his face;
and God said to him, *‘As for me, this is my covenant with you: You
shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. *No longer shall your
name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made
you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. °I will make you
exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall
come from you. "I will establish my covenant between me and you,
and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after

ou.”

God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call
her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. '°I will bless her, and moreover
I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to
nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Voluntary “The Lord's Prayer” Albert H. Malotte
Gabby Clutter, soprano

Reading Notes:

As with Noah, God
makes an everlasting
covenant with
Abraham and Sarah.
God promises this old
couple that they will
be the ancestors of
nations, though they
have no child
together. God will
miraculously bring
forth new life from
Sarah’s old womb.
The name changes
emphasize the
firmness of God’s
promise.



Gospel

The Gospel Lesson is
a selection from the
accounts of the life of
our Lord recorded by
the four evangelists,
St. Matthew, St.
Mark, St. Luke, and
St. John. Because
Christ is with us in the
Gospel reading, we
stand to honor his
presence. We also
sing short verses
before and after the
reading of the

Gospel.

Gospel Notes

After Peter confesses
his belief that Jesus is
the Messiah, Jesus

Psalm 22:23-31
You are invited to sing the response and read the lines in bold
responsively.
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All the ends of the earth shall re - mem - ber and turn to the LORD.

»You who fear the Lord, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give
glory. Stand in awe of the Lord, all you offspring of Israel.

*For the Lord does not despise nor abhor the poor in their
poverty; neither is the Lord‘s face hidden from them; but when
they cry out, the Lord hears them.

°From you comes my praise in the great assembly; I will perform my
vows in the sight of those who fear the Lord.

%The poor shall eat and be satisfied, Let those who seek the Lord
give praise! May your hearts live forever! R

27 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; all the
families of nations shall bow before God.

2For dominion belongs to the Lord, who rules over the nations.

*Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; all who
go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before
the Lord.

*Their descendants shall serve the Lord, whom they shall
proclaim to generations to come.

3!They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying
to them, “The Lord has acted!” R

Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation
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Let your stead-fast love come to us, (o] Lord.
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Save us as you prom-ised; we will  trust your word.

Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark the Eighth Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Mark 8:31-38



3![Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chlef prlests and the
scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.’*He said all thlS
quite openly And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. **But
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things
but on human things.”

**He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any
want to become my followers let them deny themselves and take up
their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will
lose it, and those who Iose their life for my sake, and for the sake of
the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to galn the whole
world and forfelt their life? *’Indeed, what can they give in return for
their life? **Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy
angels.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ

Please be seated

Sermon “Merry Old Land of Oz ”

Please stand as you are able

Hymn of the Day “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” #338

Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

tells his disciples for
the first time what is
to come. Peter’s
response indicates
that he does not yet
understand the way
of the cross that Je-
sus will travel.

Creed

The Creed is our
response to God's
speaking to us.
Martyrs and saints
have been confessing
this creed since 325
A.D. The word
"creed" comes from
the Latin "credo"
which means, "l be-
lieve!"



Prayers of the People
This prayer in the
service follows the
directive of the
Apostle Paul to young
Timothy, a pastor: “I|
urge, then, first of all,
that requests,
prayers, intercession
and thanksgiving be
made for everyone —
for Kings and all those
in authority, that we
may live in peaceful
and quiet lives in all
godliness and holi-
ness.”

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
L: Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

P: Trusting in your covenant of mercy, O God, we lift our prayers to
you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.

All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in love.
Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!

Please be seated
Announcements

The Offering
Offertory
Bobb

Setting of “Go My Children”

Please stand as you are able

Offering Prayer
P: Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving

and the offering of our lives, that following in the way of the cross,

we may know the joy of the resurrection; through Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

Great Thanksgiving
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Let us  give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy
s e e e S e
) —— Ty T g 9 1° H—T——
Sodee NEAE AP b
Ho - lyy, ho - ly ho ly  Lord, God  of
0 . . .
v o I [ I I | | I [
e e e e e e e e s et e ™ e
G e
pow-er and might, heav-en and earth are full of your glo -ry. Ho-
0 4 .
)" ] I I I I I I I
V 4 WA /) I ] P I Py I I I I I I I I I
{0 N S ™ B Y /S /0 ] - P B —
~— 4 —L Z 1 “ & - o @
san-na in the high-est. Blessed is  he  who comes in the
n H J Il J Il
=
S AL U S A L SN S I
J — ‘ \
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Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed...

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Preface

Preface means
“introduction.” The
pastor and people get
ready to

celebrate the Holy
Meal by greeting each
other and with an
exhortation as how to
celebrate the meal.
These words state
why we should give
thanks using words
and ideas

appropriate for the
season of the church
year.

Holy, Holy, Holy
Sanctus is a Latin
word meaning
“Holy.” The Sanctus
contains words from
Isaiah’s vision of God
(Isaiah 6:3) and the
crowd'’s response on
Palm Sunday when
Jesus entered the city
of Jerusalem. We join
them in spirit by sing-
ing their words as we
anticipate Christ’s
coming in the sacra-
ment.



For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Invitation to Communion
P: Return to God with all your heart. Receive bread for the journey,
drink for the desert.

Please be seated

Lamb of God
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cup. Receive and eat way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

the bread. Proceed o
to the wine or grape Distribution Hymns 472(3x), 479, 515, 793, 473(3x)

juice. Communion
bread is gluten free. Please stand as you are able

Prayer after Communion
P: Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven.

Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for

Blessing justice, our alms, a making of peace, and our prayer, the song of
Here as we leave to grateful hearts; through Christ our Lord.
. ) C: Amen
continue our journey
through the Blessing

wilderness to the P: The Lord bless you... in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
Promised Land, God of the Holy Spirit.

uses the pastor to C: Amen.
say words that were

10




Sending Hymn “Go, My Children, With My Blessing” #543

Dismissal

P: Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Prelude in E Minor

11

J. S. Bach

said first through
Aaron in the
wilderness more
than 3,000 years
ago.



Welcome to Grace!
Ministers —the people of Grace

Pastor —

The Rev. Michael Schmidt ........................... mike@gracedm.org
Minister for Worship and Music —

Emma Stammer ........c..ccoceeevvieiiiieiieeeieen, emma@gracedm.org
Minister for Youth and Family —

Ellen Rothweiler...........cccoveeevuiieiiieiiieeieeenee. ellen@gracedm.org
Organist —

Rich Snyder........cocvevieiiiniiiee rvdlsnyder@centurylink.net
Grace Kids’ Care Director —

Brooke Howsare................ccooiviiiiian brooke@gracedm.org
Minister for Administration —

Denise Friesth...........ccooeeeiieviiieciiceieceie, denise@gracedm.org
Minister for Communications —

Michelle Voelker .........cccooveeeveeecieeeeneen, michelle@gracedm.org
Office Assistant for Worship

Jessica Flannery..................ooooeiinnnn, jessica@gracedm.org

Custodian — Todd Haugen

Ushers — Dave Gronert, Bruce Bergman, Len Ringgenberg, Jay Wangerin, &
Bill Jensen

Acolyte -
Liturgist — Alex Davik
Lector — Karen Taylor

Altar Guild — Cindy Peeler & Marion Nehmer
Communion — Karen Taylor, Julie Honsey, Carla Peterman, &Kathleen
Uehling

Counters — Jon Rissman & Chris Lawson
Coffee — Karen Taylor

Grace Lutheran Church

—_— — 5201 Urbandale Avenue
el el b Des Moines, Iowa 50310
=5 15 Office hours: Mon-Fri 9 am. — 3 p.m.

Pastor Michael Schmidt
515-276-6873
GRACE mike@gracedm.org
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