
 
Third Sunday after Epiphany  

January 24th, 2021 
 
Worship will be broadcast live at 9:00 a.m. through Facebook and our website. 
Worship will broadcast live on Sunday at 9:00 a.m. on Facebook Live and on the permanent Live 
Player on our website.  The logo and a message letting you know you are in the right place will 
be visible (without sound) for a few minutes before 9:00 a.m.  This will allow us time to 
troubleshoot and technical difficulties that may arise.   
 
In the "Welcome to Grace" section on the www.gracedm.org homepage, you will now see a red 
button "Online Worship". Click on that button to be taken to our Permanent Live Player page. The 
logo will be visible. 
 
This service will not appear as a scheduled live feed on Facebook.  The service will appear as 
live shortly before 9:00 a.m. as the stream begins.  There may be a couple of minutes where you 
see the logo without sound.  If you see that, know that you are in the right place and the service 
will begin shortly.  Thank you for your patience. 
 
Prelude  Improvisation on “If You But Trust In God To Guide You” - Manz 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is 
poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. 
C: Amen. 
  
P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

         Silence is kept for reflection. 
  
P: Holy God, 
C: you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that our 
hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We turn 
inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We 
exploit the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, 
gracious God, for all we have done and left undone. Even before the words are on our 
tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen. 

 
P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn “Rise Up, O Saints of God!”         ELW #669   

https://gracedm.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=30c67079235ce3045b05df669&id=13ce45a409&e=073235b6e6


 
 
Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Kyrie 

 
 
 



 

 
 
Hymn of Praise 

 
 



 
 
Prayer of the Day  
P: Let us pray, 
C: Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by 
your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
  
First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 (Whirl Story Bible) 
Jonah was a prophet, but he didn’t feel like God’s messenger. As he crawled up the beach, he 
felt slimy and smelled like fish.  
“JONAH!” God’s voice boomed. “Go tell the people in Nineveh I’m angry at the way they are 
living.” 
Jonah groaned. God had asked him to do this before, but Jonah was sure the people would not 
listen. He tried to run away, but God had him swallowed by a giant fish. The fish spit him out here 
on the sandy beach, where God spoke to him again. Jonah covered his ears, but he could still 
hear God. “Jonah! GO TO NINEVEH!” 
Jonah brushed off the sticky sand. Running away again wouldn’t work. He didn’t want to go, but 
he needed to do what God asked. He dragged himself to Nineveh. Jonah stomped into the city 
shouting, “In forty days God will destroy you!” There. He did it. Now God would leave him alone. 
But the people in Nineveh surprised Jonah. They listened to God’s message!  
“We are sorry,” they prayed to God. “Give us another chance! We will change the way we’re 
living.” 
God saw what they did. God did not destroy Nineveh. 



 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 62:5-12 
5For God alone I wait in silence; truly, my hope is in God. 
6God alone is my rock and my salvation, my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken. 
7In God is my deliverance and my honor; God is my strong rock and my refuge. 
8Put your trust in God always, O people, pour out your hearts before the one who is our 
refuge.  
9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate cannot be trusted. Placed on 
the scales together they weigh even less than a breath. 
10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; though wealth increase, set not 
your heart upon it. 
11God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, that power belongs to God. 
12Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord, for you repay all according to their deeds.  
 
Gospel Reading  
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark the First Chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Mark 1:14-20 
 14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the 
good news.”  
 16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net 
into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you 
fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little 
farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the 
nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired 
men, and followed him. 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord   
C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Sermon     “Holy Interruptions” 
 
Hymn of the Day “O Jesus, I Have Promised”  ELW #810 



 
     
Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
      born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
      On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
      he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
      and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
      the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People  
P: Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, 
and all people in need. 
 
For the church throughout the world, for pastors and teachers, for deacons and deaconesses, 
and for musicians and servers, that all proclaim the good news of God’s reconciling love, let us 
pray. C: Have mercy, O God. 
 
P: For skies and seas, for birds and fish, for favorable weather and clean water, and for the well-
being of creation, that God raise up advocates and scientists to guide our care for all the earth, 
let us pray. C: Have mercy, O God. 
 
P: For those who provide leadership in our cities and around the world, for nonprofit and 
nongovernmental organizations, for planning commissions and homeless advocates, that God 
inspire all people in the just use of wealth, let us pray. C: Have mercy, O God. 
 
P: For those who are sick, distressed, or grieving; for the outcast and all who await relief 
(especially), that in the midst of suffering, God’s peace and mercy surround them, let us pray. 
C: Have mercy, O God. 
 
P: For our congregation and community, for families big and small, and for the organizations that 
meet here during the week, that God’s steadfast love serve as a model for all relationships, let us 
pray. C: Have mercy, O God. 
 
P: In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith whose lives serve as an example of gospel living, 
that they point us to salvation through Christ, let us pray. C: Have mercy, O God. 
 
P: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who 
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon us.  Center us in worship.  Hold 
us in grace. Strengthen us in love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table                                                            
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you, Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
   Again, after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in by blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
   For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim our Lord’s death until 
he comes. 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray 
  
Lord’s Prayer                                                                                   



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy  
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
Invitation to Communion 
P: Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. Come and be fed. 
 
Distribution 
  
Prayer after Communion 
P: Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our 
journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your good 
news and serve others in your name. 
C: Amen. 
 
Blessing                                         
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord's face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn  “Rise, Shine, You People!”  ELW #665 

 
     
Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.  
C: Thanks be to God.    
 
Postlude  Choral prelude on “If You But Trust In God To Guide You” - J. S. Bach 


