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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
January 3171¢, 2021

Worship will be broadcast live at 9:00 a.m. through Facebook and our website.

Worship will broadcast live on Sunday at 9:00 a.m. on Facebook Live and on the permanent Live
Player on our website. The logo and a message letting you know you are in the right place will be
visible (without sound) for a few minutes before 9:00 a.m. This will allow us time to troubleshoot
and technical difficulties that may arise.

In the "Welcome to Grace" section on the www.gracedm.org homepage, you will now see a red
button "Online Worship". Click on that button to be taken to our Permanent Live Player page. The
logo will be visible.

This service will not appear as a scheduled live feed on Facebook. The service will appear as live
shortly before 9:00 a.m. as the stream begins. There may be a couple of minutes where you see
the logo without sound. If you see that, know that you are in the right place and the service will
begin shortly. Thank you for your patience.

Prelude “We Are Marching In The Light Of God” - South African Freedom Song arr.
Behnke

Call to Worship “Listen God is Calling!”
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Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is poured

out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Holy God,

C: you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that our
hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We turn inward,
failing to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the
earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for
all we have done and left undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them;
receive them in your divine mercy. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, |
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn  “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” ELW #733
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Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866-1960
Music: FAITHFULNESS, William M. Runyan, 1870-1957
Text and music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.




Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
C: And also with you.

Kyrie

Kyrie  (Prayerfully) Mpwahini (T 33)
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Hymn of Praise
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Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray,

C: Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and
continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth
to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

First Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20

[Moses said:] "The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own
people; you shall heed such a prophet. ®This is what you requested of the LORD your God at Horeb
on the day of the assembly when you said: “If | hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or
ever again see this great fire, | will die.” "Then the LORD replied to me: “They are right in what they
have said. ™l will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; | will put my
words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that | command. Anyone
who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, | myself will hold
accountable. 2°But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak
in my name a word that | have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.”

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God



Psalm 111

'Hallelujah! | will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright, in
the congregation.

2Great are your works, O LORD, pondered by all who delight in them.

3Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, and your righteousness endures forever.

“You cause your wonders to be remembered; you are gracious and full of compassion.

*You give food to those who fear you, remembering forever your covenant.

5You have shown your people the power of your works in giving them the lands of the nations.
"The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; all of your precepts are sure.

8They stand fast forever and ever, because they are done in truth and equity.

%You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever; holy and
awesome is your name.

'“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all who practice this have a good
understanding. God’s praise endures forever.

Gospel Reading
P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark the First Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Mark 1:21-28 (Whirl Story Bible)

Jesus Commands an Unclean Spirit

It was worship day in Capernaum. Jesus entered the synagogue and began to teach. Everyone in
the crowd listened.

“Jesus is not like any other teacher we know!” they said.

A man who was filled with darkness and an unclean spirit began to yell at Jesus. “| know who you
ARE, Jesus! What are you DOING here? Have you come to DESTROY us?”

The crowd GASPED. No one EVER yelled in the synagogue!

One by one, every head turned and looked at Jesus to see what he would do.

“BE SILENT!” Jesus ordered. He commanded the spirit to come out of the man.

One by one, every head turned and looked at the man. Then, with a shake and a shout, the spirit
came out! The man was set free.

The people were amazed. “HOORAY!” they shouted. They couldn’t stop talking about what Jesus
had done.

“Did you see the man?”

“Did you hear Jesus?”

“Even unclean spirits obey Jesus!”

News of what happened in the synagogue spread all over town, Soon, everyone knew about
Jesus!

P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon “A New Teaching”

Hymn of the Day  “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” ELW #712
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Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984

Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hvmns, 1985
Text © 1961 Oxford University Press.

Arr. © 1985 Augsburg Fortress.

Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,




was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People

P: Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world,
and all people in need. For all who share the gospel and proclaim freedom in Christ throughout
the world: prophets, teachers, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders; for the church and its ministries,
let us pray. C: Have mercy, O God.

P: For all God’s works in creation: plants and animals, water and soil, forests and farms; and for
those tasked with protecting our natural resources and all that exists, let us pray. C: Have mercy, O
God.

P: For government and leaders: cities and nations, rescue professionals and legal aid attorneys,
elected officials and grassroots organizers; for all responsible for the well-being of civil society, let
us pray. C: Have mercy, O God.

P: For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit: those who are sick and hospitalized, those living
with HIV/AIDS, those struggling with mental illness, those who are hungry or homeless, and all in
any need (especially), for caregivers, hospice workers, and home health aides, let us pray. C: Have
mercy, O God.

P: For the concerns of this congregation: those who travel, those absent from worship, those
celebrating birthdays or anniversaries; for the people of God in this place and for other needs in
our community, let us pray. C: Have mercy, O God.

P: For the covenant God made with us in the waters of baptism, in thanksgiving for the baptized
who have died in the Lord, let us pray. C: Have mercy, O God.

P: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon us. Center us in worship. Hold us
in grace. Strengthen us in love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Thanksgiving at the Table

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you, Do this for the
remembrance of me.



Again, after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in by blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim our Lord’s death until he
comes.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Invitation to Communion
P: Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. Come and be fed.

Distribution

Prayer after Communion

P: Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our
journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your good
news and serve others in your name.

C: Amen.
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Blessing

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you and be gracious to you. The

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Sending Hymn “We Are Called” ELW #720
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Text: David Haas, b. 1957

Music: WE ARE CALLED, David Haas

Text and music © 1988 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude "Gracious Spirit, Hear Our Pleading" (Njoo Kwetu, Roho Mwema) arr. Anne Krentz Organ



