Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 22nd, 2021
We are open for in-person worship! Please help us spread the word, share with your friends!
Worship also will be broadcast live at 9:00 a.m. through Facebook and our website.
Worship will broadcast live on Sunday at 9:00 a.m. on Facebook Live and on the permanent
Live Player on our website. In the "Welcome to Grace" section on
the www.gracedm.org homepage, you will now see a red button "Online Worship". Click on that
button to be taken to our Permanent Live Player page. This page will show a countdown to
worship, and will start playing when worship goes live. You can also find worship on our
Facebook page – type @GraceLutheranDM into your search bar to find the page.
Prelude
Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of
mercy.
C: Amen.
P: Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: God, our provider,
C: help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when they
differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding rather
than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you.
Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the
world. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Gathering Hymn

“Children of the Heavenly Father”
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Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
C: And also with you.
Kyrie

Hymn of the Day

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray,
C: Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our choices and
preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we may live in you, through
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Blessing of Backpacks
Psalm 34:15-22
15
The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and God’s ears are open to their cry.
16
The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, to erase the remembrance of them from
the earth.
17
The righteous cry, and the LORD hears them and delivers them from all their troubles.
18
The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves those whose spirits are crushed.
19
Many are the troubles of the righteous, but the LORD delivers them from every one.
20
God will keep safe all their bones; not one of them shall be broken.
21
Evil will bring death to the wicked and those who hate the righteous will be punished.

O LORD, you redeem the life of your servants, and those who put their trust in you will not be
punished.
22

Second Reading: Ephesians 6:10-20
10
Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the whole armor of God, so that
you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12For our struggle is not against enemies
of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of
this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13Therefore take
up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having
done everything, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist,
and put on the breastplate of righteousness. 15As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make
you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 16With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which
you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of salvation,
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
18
Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and
always persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a
message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20for
which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak.
L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Reading
P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint John the Sixth Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: John 6:56-69
[Jesus said,] 56“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57Just as
the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because
of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate,
and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” 59He said these things while he
was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.
60
When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept
it?” 61But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this
offend you? 62Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was
before? 63It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you
are spirit and life. 64But among you there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the
first who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. 65And
he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the
Father.”
66
Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. 67So

Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to
whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69We have come to believe and know that
you are the Holy One of God.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon

“Armor of God”

Hymn of the Day

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
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Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
P: Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
P: God of courage, bless all leaders of your church. Make them ready to proclaim the gospel of
peace and strengthen them to preach your loving word. Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
P: God of creation, bless fields and orchards. Protect the land from drought and bring life-giving
rain to support growth. Instruct your people in wise treatment of the world you have provided for
all your creatures. Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
P: God of community, bless all who seek justice between nations and peoples. Give guidance to
bridge-builders, heal divisions, and inspire cooperation in times of crisis, disaster, and war. Lord,
in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
P: God of compassion, bless all who are in any need. Accompany all who are lonely and feeling
abandoned and remind them of your abiding presence. Accompany all who are persecuted and
exploited and open us to their cries. Accompany all in need (especially…). Lord, in your mercy, C:
hear our prayer.
P: God of wonder, bless all returning to school. There are so many unknowns and uncertainties.
Bring a sense of peace and comfort with students and teachers. Help empower all into ways of
protecting one another illness. Guide them with your Spirit and fill them with awe and wonder.
Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
P: God of change, bless our transitions. Guide all who are embarking on new stages in life such
as a new job, new school, or new community. Sustain enduring friendships and kindle new
relationships and interests. Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
P: God of comfort, bless all who mourn the deaths of their beloved ones. We give you thanks for
the saints who have gone before us. Renew our confidence in your promise of resurrection and
life in the world to come. Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
P: Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
C: Amen.
All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon us. Center us in worship. Hold
us in grace. Strengthen us in love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Announcements
Great Thanksgiving

Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy

Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you, Do this for the

remembrance of me.
Again, after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in by blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim our Lord’s death until
he comes.
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!
Lamb of God

Distribution
Hymns: 471, 616(3x)
Prayer after Communion
P: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you
have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your
name we pray.
C: Amen.
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn

“Earth and All Stars!”

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude
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Welcome to Grace!
Ministers —the people of Grace
Pastor –
The Rev. Michael Schmidt……………………mike@gracedm.org
Minister for Worship and Music –
Emma Stammer…………………………….......emma@gracedm.org
Organist –
Rich Snyder…………………………………..........…rich@gracedm.org
Minister for Administration –
Denise Friesth……………………………......…denise@gracedm.org
Minister for Communications –
Michelle Voelker………………………….…michelle@gracedm.org
Office Assistant for Worship
Jessica Flannery…..…………………………..jessica@gracedm.org
Custodian – Todd Haugen
Usher – Larry Nordeen
Greeter – Tammy Denton
Liturgist – Mary Freimuth Helt
Lector – Felicia Adams
Tech Crew – Greg Boeschen, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson, Jon Rissman, &
Amy Schmelzer
Counters – Alex Davik & Mike Carney

