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Grace Lutheran Church  
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
 Christmas Eve  
December 24, 2021 

4:00 p.m., 6 p.m. & 8:00 p.m. 

Liturgical worship with organ 

Setting 1  
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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in 
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, the Visitor Center in 
the Gathering Hall (right outside the sanctuary) has information for you about our con-
gregation. Please ask questions of the greeters and say hello if you feel comfortable! 
We invite you to join us for coffee, tea, and donuts in the Gathering Hall after the ser-
vice. 
 
Here at Grace we worship in two alternating styles, organ-led liturgy or piano-led liturgy. 
The style for today, as well as which liturgical setting is used, is listed on the front cover 
of your  
bulletin.  

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You 
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When 
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from 
the   ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has Puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks are all there! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if 
they need to step of out of worship and during fellowship times.  

If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  
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Prelude  “What Child is This”         arr. Phillip Keveren 
    
Proclamation of the Birth of Christ  
P: Many ages after God created the heavens and the earth, when 
man and woman were formed in God's own image; long after the 
great flood, when God set the rainbow in the clouds as a sign of 
the covenant; twenty-one centuries from the time of Abraham 
and Sarah; thirteen centuries after Moses led God's people to 
freedom; eleven centuries from the time of Ruth and the judges; 
a thousand years from the anointing of David as king; in the sixty
-fifth week as Daniel's prophecy takes note; in the one hundred 
and ninety-fourth Olympiad; the seven hundred and fifty-second 
year from the founding of the city of Rome; the forty-second year 
of the reign of Octavian Augustus; in the sixth age of the world, 
all earth being at peace, Jesus Christ, eternal God, Son of the 
eternal Father, willing to hallow the world by his  
coming in mercy, was born of the virgin Mary in Bethlehem of 
Judea. Today is the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, God made 
flesh.  
C: Amen 
 
Gathering Hymn  “What Child Is This”       #296  
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Passing of the Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Announcements 
 

Opening Hymn 
We are a “singing 
church,” so we    
follow the advice  of 
the apostle Paul to 
teach and admonish 
“one  another in 
psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in 
your hearts to the 
Lord” (Colossians 
3:16).   
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Greeting 
P: Today Christ is born! The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ, the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. 
C: And also with you.  
 
Hymn of Praise and Lighting of the Wreath  
“Canticle of the Turning” ELW #723  

 

 

 

 

 

 Canticle continued page 6 

The Advent wreath 
As early as the mid-
dle Ages, Christians 
used fire and light to 
represent Christ's 
coming into the 
world. Using this 
same symbolism, the 
Advent wreath devel-
oped a few centuries 
ago in Germany as a 
sign of the waiting 
and hopeful expecta-
tion of the return in 
glory of our Lord Je-
sus Christ. The 
wreath, a circle, 
came to represent 
the eternal victory 
over death through 
Jesus Christ. The ev-
ergreens were a sign 
of the faithfulness of 
God to God’s people, 
even in death, and 
the lighted candles 
were a reminder of 
the light of Christ 
brought into the 
world. 
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Prayer of the Day  
P: Let us pray, 
C: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the  
brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may 
walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to 
the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen  
Please be seated 
 
First Reading Isaiah 9:2-7 
 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light 
has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased 
its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as peo-
ple exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, 
and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the 
tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be 
burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a 
son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is 
named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, and there 
shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteous-

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Notes:  
This poem promises 
deliverance from As-
syrian oppression, a 
hope based on the 
birth of a royal child 
with a name full of 
promise. While Ju-
dah’s king will prac-
tice justice and right-
eousness, the real 
basis for faith lies in 
God’s passion for the 
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ness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of 
the Lord of hosts will do this.  
 

L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
Anthem    “Of the Father's Love Begotten”   
 Virtual Chancel Choir  Prudentius/Plainsong 
             
Second Reading  Titus 2:11-14 
 11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all,  
12training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the  
present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and god-
ly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of 
the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and 
purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good 
deeds.  
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
Please stand as you are able 
Gospel Acclamation  

Gospel Acclamation  
P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke the Second Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel Luke 2:1-14 
 1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that 
all the world should be registered. 2This was the first registration 
and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to 

people: The zeal of 
the Lord of hosts will 
do this!  

 
 
 

 

 

Reading Notes:  
The appearance of 
God’s grace in Jesus 
Christ brings salva-
tion for all humanity. 
Consequently, in the 
present we live wisely 
and justly while also 
anticipating the hope 
of our Savior’s final 
appearance.  

 

Gospel  
The Gospel Lesson is 
a selection from the 
accounts of the life of 
our Lord recorded by 
the four evangelists, 
St. Matthew, St. 
Mark, St. Luke, and 
St. John.  Because 
Christ is with us in the 
Gospel reading, we 
stand to honor his 
presence.  We also 
sing short verses  
before and after the 
reading of the  
Gospel.   
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their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the 
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and fam-
ily of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 
was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and 
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 
inn. 
 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keep-
ing watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord 
stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all 
the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will 
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a  
manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
among those whom he favors!”  
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord   
C: Praise to you, O Christ 
Please be seated 
 
Sermon   
    
Please stand as you are able 
Hymn of the Day       “Love Has Come”                          #292 

 

Gospel Notes 
God’s greatest gift 
comes as a baby in a 
manger. Angels an-
nounce the “good 
news of great joy” 
and proclaim God’s 
blessing of peace.  
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Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen.    
  
Prayers of the People  
P: Merciful God,  
C: receive our prayer.  
 
P: Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend 
these prayers to you, confident of your grace and love made 
known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
C: Amen. 
 
All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in 
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Lord’s Prayer   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heav-
en. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespass-
es, 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers of the People 
This prayer in the  
service follows the 
directive of the  
Apostle Paul to young 
Timothy, a pastor: “I 
urge, then, first of all, 
that requests,  
prayers, intercession 
and thanksgiving be 
made for everyone – 
for Kings and all those 
in authority, that we 
may live in peaceful 
and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holi-
ness.” 

 

 

 

 

 



10 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen 

 
Gospel of the Incarnation John 1:1-14  
 
Hymn of Light  “Silent Night” #281
 Silent night, holy night! 
 All is calm, all is bright 
 round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
 sleep in heavenly peace, 
 sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
 Silent night, holy night! 
 Shepherds quake at the sight; 
 glories stream from heaven afar, 
 heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia! 
 Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 
 Silent night, holy night! 
 Son of God, love's pure light 
 radiant beams from your holy face, 
 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 
 Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
Blessing      
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord's face shine upon 
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor 
and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Instructions: Lighting 
of the Candles 
Candles will be lit 
from the center aisle. 
Tip your unlit candle 
over the flame to 
light your candle. 
Hold your lit candle 
upright, and let your 
neighbor tilt their 
unlit candle over 
yours until lit.  

Continue until each 
person in the pew 
has a lit candle. 
 

Blessing 
Here as we leave to 
continue our journey 
through the  
wilderness to the 
Promised Land, God 
uses the pastor to 
say words that were 
said first through 
Aaron in the  
wilderness more than 
3,000 years ago. 
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Sending Hymn       “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”             #270 

 

 
Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude   
 Setting of "From Heaven Above to Earth I Come" - W. Held 
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Grace Lutheran Church 

5201 Urbandale Avenue 

Des Moines, Iowa 50310 

Pastor Michael Schmidt 

515-276-6873 

mike@gracedm.org     

www.gracedm.org 

Welcome to Grace! 
Ministers —the people of Grace 
Pastor – 

 The Rev. Michael Schmidt……………………mike@gracedm.org 
Minister for Worship and Music – 

 Emma Stammer…………………………….......emma@gracedm.org 
Organist – 

 Rich Snyder…………………………………..........…rich@gracedm.org 
Minister for Administration – 

 Denise Friesth……………………………......…denise@gracedm.org 
Minister for Communications – 

Michelle Voelker………………………….…michelle@gracedm.org 
Office Assistant for Worship 

Jessica Flannery…..…………………………..jessica@gracedm.org 
Custodian – Todd Haugen 
Usher – Larry Nordeen  
Greeter – 
Liturgist –  
Lector – Felicia Adams, Rita Stackhouse   
Tech Crew – Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, 
Paul Nelson, Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer 
Counters – Alex Davik & Carter Woodruff 

http://www.gracedm.org

