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Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 19", 2021

We are open for in-person worship! Please help us spread the word, share with your friends!

Worship will also be broadcast live at 9:00 a.m. through Facebook and our website.

Worship will broadcast live on Sunday at 9:00 a.m. on Facebook Live and on the permanent
Live Player on our website. In the "Welcome to Grace" section on

the www.gracedm.org homepage, you will now see a red button "Online Worship". Click on that
button to be taken to our Permanent Live Player page. This page will show a countdown to
worship, and will start playing when worship goes live. You can also find worship on our
Facebook page — type @GracelLutheranDM into your search bar to find the page.

Prelude Partita on "My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness" - D. Dahl

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up the lowly, who
fills the hungry with good things.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: God for whom we wait,

C: in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in believing that your
good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your creation. We find our sense of self in
material wealth. We fear those different from ourselves. We forget that we are your children
and turn away from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving
grace. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn  “Lo, How A Rose E'er Blooming” ELW #272


https://gracedm.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=30c67079235ce3045b05df669&id=13ce45a409&e=073235b6e6
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1 Lo, how a rose e’er Dbloom-ing from ten - der stem hath
2 - sai - ah had fore - told it, the rose I have n
3 This flow’r, whose fra - grance ten - der with  sweet-ness fills the
4 0O Sav - ior, child of Mar - y, who felt our hu - man
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sprung! Of Jes - se’s  lin - eage com - ing as
mind; with Mar - y we be - hold it, the
air, dis - pels with glo - rious splen - dor the
woe; O Sav - ior, king of glo - who
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seers of old have sung, it came, a flow’r so bright, a -
vir - gin  moth - er kind. To show God’s love a - right, she
dark - ness ev - 'ty - where. True man, yet ver - y God, from
dost our weak - ness know: bring us at length, we pray, to
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mid the cold of win - ter, when half - spent  was the night.

bore to us a Sav - ior, when half - spent  was the mght.
sin and death he saves us and light-ens ev - 'ty load.
the bright courts of heav - en and in - to end - less day.
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Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth,
1845-1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 1876—1948, st. 4

Music: ES IST EIN ROS, Alte catholische geistliche Kirchengescinge, Koln, 1599; arr. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621

Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

C: And also with you.



Kyrie
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer-cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our sal - va - tion, let us
0. .
S==—== e
= S====
pray to the Lord Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the u - mi -ty of all, let us pray to the Lord
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Lord, have  mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord Lord, have  mer-cy.
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath

L: Blessed are you, God of hosts, for you promised to send a son, Emmanuel, who brought your
presence among us; and you promise through your Son Jesus to save us from our sin. As we light
these candles, turn again to us in mercy; strengthen our faith in the word spoken by your
prophets; restore us and give us life that we may be saved.

L: O house of David, come,
C: let us rejoice, for the Son of God, Emmanuel, comes to be with us. Amen.

Hymn of Praise “Canticle of the Turning” ELW #723
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1 My soul cries out with a joy - ful shout that the
2 Though 1 am small, my... God, my all, you . . .
3 From  the halls of powr to the for - tress tow’r, not a
4 Though the na - tions rage from .. age to age, we re -
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God of my heart 1is  great, and my spir - it sings of the
work great. . things in me, and your mer - cy will last from the
stone will be left on stone. Let the king be - ware for your
mem -ber who holds us fast: God’s  mer - cy must de -
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won - drous things that you bring to the ones who  wait.
depths of the past to the end of the age to be.
jus - ftice tears ev-'ty ty - rant ... from his throne.
liv - er us from the con - quer-or’s crush - ing  grasp.
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You fixed your sight on your ser - vant’s plight, and my
Your ver -y name puts the proud to shame, and to
The hun - gry poor shall .. weep no more, for the
This sav - ing  word that our fore - bears heard is  the
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weak-ness you did not  spurn, so from east to  west shall my
those who would for you yearn, you will show your might, put the
food they can nev - er earn; there are ta - bles spread, ev-'ry
prom -ise which holds us  bound, till the spear and rod can be
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name  be blest. Could the world be a - bout to turn?
strong  to flight, for the world is a-bout to turn.
mouth be fed, for the world is a - bout to turn.
crushed by God, who is turn - ing the world a - round.
0w Refrain
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Wipe a-way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout to  turn.

Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat

Music: STAR OF COUNTY DOWN, Irish traditional

Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave.. Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray,

C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us
from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Micah 5:2-5a

2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall
come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then
the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. “And he shall stand and feed his flock in
the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live
secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; >*and he shall be the one of peace.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Psalm Luke 1:46b-55

4ebMy soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, *’my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
“efor you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. From this day all generations
will call me blessed:

“you, the Almighty, have done great things for me and holy is your name.

*°You have mercy on those who fear you, from generation to generation.

*You have shown strength with your arm and scattered the proud in their conceit,
>2casting down the mighty from their thrones and lifting up the lowly.

53You have filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty.

>*You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, to remember the promise of mercy,
%the promise made to our forebears, to Abraham and his children forever.

Second Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10

*Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not
desired, but a body you have prepared for me; ®in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have
taken no pleasure. "Then | said, ‘See, God, | have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the
book it is written of me).” 8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in
sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the
law), °then he added, “See, | have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to
establish the second. °And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of
the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Anthem “The Angel Gabriel” arr. Audrey Snyder
Kathy Bowermaster, Kelley Brown, Jenny Rehder

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation
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Repeat alleluia
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter - nal life.

Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the First Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Reading: Luke 1:39-45 [46-55]

¥In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, *®where
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. “*When Elizabeth heard Mary’s
greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit “*and
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb. ®And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? *For as
soon as | heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. “°*And blessed is
she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”

[“And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, ’and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, *®for he
has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call
me blessed; “*for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. °His mercy
is for those who fear him from generation to generation. *'He has shown strength with his arm; he
has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. *?He has brought down the powerful from
their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; **he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich
away empty. **He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, **according to the
promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”]

P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon  “My Heart Shall Sing — The Promise Which Holds Us”

Hymn of the Day  “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness Lord” ELW #251
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I My  soul pro-claims your great-ness, Lord; 1 sing my Sav - ior’s praise!
2 To all who live in ho -1ly fear your mer-cy ev - er flows.
3 To Is - ta - el, your ser - vant blest, your help is ev - er sure;
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You looked up - on my low -1li-ness, and I am full of grace.
With might-y arm you dash the proud, their schem-ing hearts ex - pose.
the prom-ise to our par-ents made their chil - dren will se - cure.
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Now ev-ry land and ev -’ry age this bless-ing shall pro - claim—
The ruth-less you have cast a-side, the low -1y throned in - stead;
Sing glo-ry to the Ho - ly One, give hon-or to the  Word,
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great won-ders you have done for me, and ho -1ly 1is your name.
the hun - gry filled with all good things,the rich sent off un - fed.
and praise the Pow'r of the Most High, one God, by all a - dored.
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Text: With One Voice, 1995, based on the Magnificat

Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958

Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Outside USA: Arr. from The English Hymnal, © Oxford University Press 1906. All rights reserved.
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Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;



he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
P: In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for
God'’s presence.

P: Nurturing God, you give us life and care for our every need. Use the church’s gifts and
ministries for your service, bringing your word to all who seek your transforming grace. Hear us,
O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have made. Renew barren
lands, polluted waters, and melting ice caps. Make us servants of your creation that brings forth
abundant life. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: Righteous God, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly. Strengthen those who seek
justice. Bless the work of community organizers, activists, journalists, and all who call our
attention to imbalances of power. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Show your lovingkindness to teen
parents and those who are pregnant. Comfort any struggling with infertility and those who await
test results, are in treatment and hospice care, and others in need (especially). Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

P: Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good things. Bless the feeding ministries of this
congregation and community. Guide us to share your bounty with those who hunger or live in
poverty. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. We give you thanks for those who,
like Mary, were courageous in their witness. Give us such courage until that day when you fulfill
all things. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and
those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
C: Amen.

All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon us. Center us in worship. Hold
us in grace. Strengthen us in love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!



Announcements

Great Thanksgiving
9]
) A
:WQ_‘_Q @ 174 !—‘—H—‘—‘ @ —6G
o ~— — P
The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
9]
D" A
B R S e — [ - —
) SN—r
Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Holy, Holy, Holy
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Thanksgiving at the Table

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you, Do this for the

remembrance of me.

Again, after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in by blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this

for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim our Lord’s death until

he comes.
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Invitation to Communion
P: Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace.

Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have mer - ¢y on
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Distribution: 528(3x), 263

Prayer after Communion

P: Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to be
bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and
our guest.

C: Amen.

Blessing

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Sending Hymn “For All the Faithful Women” ELW #419
vss. 1, Mary Mother of Our Lord, Last
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1 For all the faith-ful wom - en who served in days of old,

Insert one or more of stanzas 3—11 or this general stanza 2:

2 O God, for saints and ser - vants, those named and those un-known,
Last All praise to God the Fa - ther! All praise to Christ the Son!
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to you shall thanks be giv - en; to all, their stor - y told.
in whom through all the a - ges your light of glo - ry shone,
All praise to God the Spir - it, who binds the church as one!
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They served with strength and glad - ness in tasks your wis-dom gave.
we of - fer glad thanks-giv - ing and fer - vent prayer we raise
With saints who went be - fore us, with saints who wit - ness still,
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To you their lives bore wit - ness, pro - claimed your pow’r to save.
that, faith-ful in your ser - vice, our lives may sing your praise.
we sing glad al -le - lu - ias and strive to do your will
Mary, Mother of Our Lord

6 We honor faithful Mary,
fair maiden, full of grace.
She bore the Christ, our brother,
who came to save our race.
May we, with her, surrender
ourselves to your command
and lay upon your altar
our gifts of heart and hand.

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Christ is near.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Setting of "Rejoice, Rejoice Believers" - P. Manz



Welcome to Grace!
Ministers —the people of Grace

Pastor —

The Rev. Michael Schmidt........................ mike@gracedm.org
Minister for Worship and Music —
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