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PRELUDE  Carol of the Bells 

   Handbell Choir, Faith Lutheran Church Eldridge 

 

Jesus of What a Wonderful Child – ELW 297 

Larry Peterson, Dave Critchlow, Katie Twedt, Larry Ewing, St. Stephen Lutheran 

Church, Urbandale 

GATHERING 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Rev. Dan Kuckuck, Southeastern Iowa Synod 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who sends the word with angels, 

who is made flesh among all peoples, 

and who breathes peace on all the earth. Amen. 

 

In Christ, we are bold  

to name our sin and cry out for peace. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, 

we confess our sin before you. 

We replace compassion with competition. 

We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. 

We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. 

We have not put on love in harmony with you. 

Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word. 

Swaddle our hearts with your peace, 

that all we do, in word or deed, 

may reflect your love born among us. Amen. 

 

I bring you good news of great joy for all people: 

God has come among us 

in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. 

☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven 

and you are clothed in peace. Amen. 

 
GATHERING SONG  Oh Come All Ye Faithful – ELW 283 

Ensemble Singers, Chris Nelson, Organist, St. Paul Lutheran Davenport 
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GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray.  

Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the knowledge of your 

word, that in all things we may think and act according to your good will and may live continually in 

the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

  

 

WORD 

FIRST READING  1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 

    Amy, Tom, Dayne, and Peyten Van Dyke, Southeastern Iowa Synod 

 

 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION Come Emmanuel 

     Adult Choir, Resurrection Lutheran Church, Ankeny 

 

 
SECOND READING Colossians 3:12-17 

    Amber Jackson-Elwer, Southeastern Iowa Synod 

 

 
GOSPEL ACCLIMATION Angels We Have Heard on High – ELW 289 

     Neal Becker, euphonium, Sue Becker, piano,  

Faith Lutheran Church, Eldridge 
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GOSPEL   Luke 2:41-50  

 

SERMON  Bishop Amy Current 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Joy To The World – ELW 267 

    Larry Peterson, St. Stephen Lutheran Church, Urbandale 
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NICENE CREED   Val Harlynn, Southeastern Iowa Synod 
  

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit  

and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was  

crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son  

is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic  

and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism  

for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

  

CHILDREN’S SERMON Tracy Sabus, St. Stephen Lutheran Church, Urbandale 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Charlotte Uthe, Seeds of Faith Lutheran Church, Lisbon 

 

Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let us pray for 

the church, the world, and all in need. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

You come to us in gatherings of your church across the globe. Unite us with those who celebrate 

your birth even when they are weighed down by grief, loss, poverty, hunger, or injustice.  

 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

You come to us in the diverse splendor of the universe. Grant us the humility to trust our place in the 

network of creation, that we live in service to you and the natural world.  

 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

You come to us through relationships of many kinds: families, friendships, communities, and 

nations. Guide us in these relationships, that we recognize the Christ child in one another and show 

your love to those most vulnerable.  

 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

You come to us through people whom the world forgets. Poor shepherds and an imprisoned Paul 

announced your good news. Send your Spirit to all who are imprisoned, struggling with addiction, 

unwell, or in any need this day (especially).  

 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

You come to us in acts of justice and forgiveness. Open our hearts to forgive one another, without 

permitting injustice. Supply us with the wisdom to be clothed with love, binding all things together 

in perfect harmony.  

 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

You come to us through those who have died yet live with you forever (especially). We give thanks 

for Stephen, deacon and martyr, who gave his life to tell the story of your love.  

 

Merciful God, 
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receive our prayer. 

 

Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, confident of your 

grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  Deacon Jodi Schuman, Southeastern Iowa Synod 

Let us pray. 

 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into 

darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being.  

 

For your Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, 

water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you.  

 

For your Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through 

the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love.  

 

For your Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, 

and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all 

who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory forever. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
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For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 
BLESSING  

The God of hope 

fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG  Go Tell It on the Mountain – ELW 290 

    Praise Band, St. Stephen Lutheran Church, Urbandale  
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PEACE AND DISMISSAL 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior! 

Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE  Bring a Torch Jeanette Isabella 

   Chris Nelson, St. Paul Lutheran Church, Davenport   
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Worship Leaders:  

 

Bishop Amy Current 

Rev. Dan Kuckuck 

Deacon Jodi Schuman 

Amber Jackson-Elwer 

Amy Van Dyke 

Tracy Sabus 

Val Harlynn 

Charlotte Uthe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music provided by: 

 

Faith Lutheran Church, Eldridge 

Neal Becker 

Sue Becker  

Linda Szemkus 

Diane Cole 

Beth Ann Anderson 

Linda Golinghorst 

Lucas Golinghorst 

Rev.Carrie Lewis La Plante 

 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church, Urbandale 

Larry Peterson  

Dave Critchlow 

Katie Twedt 

Larry Ewing 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Davenport 

Chris Nelson 

Ensemble Singers 

 

Resurrection Lutheran Church, Ankeny 

Adult Choir 

 

 

 

 

Thank you worship musicians, leaders, sound, and A/V technicians. 

 

Merry Christmas! 

From Bishop Current and the Office of the Bishop staff 

Southeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA 
 

 

 

Music © Public Domain, arrangements by musicians or used by permission. Licensed music is indicated on video 

recording. 
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