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Grace Lutheran Church  
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 15, 2022 
9:00 a.m.  

Liturgical worship with organ 
Setting 2 
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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in 
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are 
here!  

The following information pertains to how things normally work. Pandemic changes to 
worship and communion will be announced in worship, and/or in the margins of the bul-
letin. However our mission, the love we feel for all people, and the ways we care for 
each other will remain unchanged. 

You can learn more about our congregation 

•on our website at www.gracedm.org 

•by asking a greeter or other members of the congregation 

•picking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall, 
or newsletters in the Entryway. 

Worship Online: During times when we are online-only, or when you cannot be with us 
in person, you can participate in worship on our website or Facebook page 
@gracelutherandm .  

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You 
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When 
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from 
the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to 
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for 
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your 
pew.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  

http://www.gracedm.org
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Prelude   From the suite for Three Church Windows 
 (Reflections for Organ) Part I: "A New Creation"  
       J. Behnke 
 
 
Welcome 
 
Please stand as you are able 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
P: In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to 
life with Jesus Christ, and we are a new creation. For this saving 
mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, who was, who is, 
and who is to come. 
 
P: We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from 
your throne: through the earth, through the city, through every 
living thing. You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; You 
opened wide the sea for the Israelites. Now in these waters you 
flood us with mercy, and our sin is drowned forever. You open 
the gate of righteousness and we pass safely through. In Jesus 
Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. You nourish us and en-
close us in safety. You call us forth and send us out. In lush and 
barren places, you are with us. You have become our salvation. 
Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church once 
more. Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. Quench 
our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. To you, our 
Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory, 
praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gathering 
We come to worship 
from different places. 
Some directly from 
work, others out of 
weekend activities. 
Some live around the 
corner and others 
from another county. 
We gather to "do 
liturgy", which 
means literally, the 
"work of the people". 
We gather to do the 
work of hearing the 
Scriptures read and 
proclaimed. We 
gather to act out the 
Gospel in the ritual 
drama of the meal. 
As we gather, God is 
at work also, making 
the Good News come 
alive in our midst.  
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Gathering Hymn    “We Know That Christ Is Raised”    #449  

 
 
Greeting 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
 
Kyrie
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Canticle of Praise  

 

Hymn of Praise 
Quite often in the Bi-
ble, Jesus eats with 
people and shares 
parables about ban-
quets and feasts.  This 
hymn points us to the 
Lord’s Supper as a 
foretaste of the feast 
to come.  This is an 
opportunity for us to 
hear and sing the 
hymn of praise with 
all the saints in heav-
en. 
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P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day  
P: Let us pray, 
C: O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain 
nothing. Pour into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, 
that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know goodness and 
peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen.  
 
Please be seated 
First Reading: Acts 11:1-18 
 1Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard 
that the Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. 2So when 
Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized 
him, 3saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with 
them?” 4Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, 
saying, 5“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw 
a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down 
from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came 
close to me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, 
beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7I also heard a voice 
saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I replied, ‘By no 
means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my 
mouth.’ 9But a second time the voice answered from heaven, 
‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 10This 
happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to 
heaven. 11At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesa-
rea, arrived at the house where we were. 12The Spirit told me to 
go with them and not to make a distinction between them and 
us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the 
man’s house. 13He told us how he had seen the angel standing in 
his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is 
called Peter; 14he will give you a message by which you and your 
entire household will be saved.’ 15And as I began to speak, the 
Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the begin-
ning. 16And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, 
‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit.’ 17If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us 
when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Reading Notes 
In defense of his ear-
lier baptism of non-
Jewish believers, Pe-
ter demonstrates to 
the members of the 
Jerusalem church 
that God’s intention 
to love Gentiles as 
well as Jews is re-
vealed in Jesus’ testi-
mony. In this way the 
mission to the Gen-
tiles is officially au-
thorized.  
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hinder God?” 18When they heard this, they were silenced. And 
they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gen-
tiles the repentance that leads to life.”  
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
Anthem  “For Where Love Is, There Is God”  
 Chancel Choir Douglas Wagner 
 
Psalm 148 
1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the 
 heights. 
2Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of 
 heaven. 
3Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars. 
4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above 
 the heavens. 
5Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and 
 they were created, 
6who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a 
 law that shall not pass away.  
7Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps; 
8fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s 
 will; 
9mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 
10wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; 
11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers  

 of the world; 
12young men and maidens, old and young together.  
13Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name only is  
 exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for 
 all faithful servants, the children of Israel, a people who are 
 near the LORD. Hallelujah!  
 
Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-6 
 1I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and 
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I 
saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heav-
en from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And 
I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of 
God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his 
peoples, and God himself will be with them; 4he will wipe every 
tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying 
and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 
 5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Notes 
John’s vision shows us 
that in the resurrec-
tion the new age has 
dawned; God dwells 
with us already. Yet 
we wait for the time 
when the tears that 
cloud our vision will 
be wiped away. Then 
we will see the new 
heaven, new earth, 
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making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words 
are trustworthy and true.” 6Then he said to me, “It is done! I am 
the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the 
thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of 
life.”  
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
Please stand as you are able 
Gospel Acclamation 

 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the Thirteenth  
Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: John 13:31-35 
 31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has 
been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has 
been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will 
glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little 
longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I 
say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a 
new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one an-
other.”  
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated 
Sermon   “Love” 
 
Please stand as you are able 
 

and new Jerusalem.  
 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
Old Lutheran liturgies 
often call this verse 
the "Gradual" which is 
based upon a Latin 
word meaning "step". 
We step up, with the 
Gospel acclamation, 
to hear the words of 
eternal life.  

 

 

 

Gospel Notes 
After washing the dis-
ciples’ feet, predicting 
his betrayal, and then 
revealing his betrayer, 
Jesus speaks of his 
glorification on the 
cross. This deep com-
plicated love of Jesus, 
even to death on the 
cross, will be the dis-
tinctive mark of Jesus’ 
community.  
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Hymn of the Day  “Although I Speak with Angel's Tongue”  #644  

   
Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 
P: God, in your mercy,  
C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creed 
The Apostles’ Creed 
is in a way the 
“Reader’s Digest Bi-
ble”.  If you took the 
Bible and did to it 
what Southern chefs 
do to green beans 
(cook them for 24 
hours), you would 
find the Apostles’ 
Creed at the bottom 
of the pot when you 
lifted the lid.   
 
Prayers of the  
People 
In the middle of wor-
ship, we pause to 
pray not only for our-
selves and our loved 
ones and their needs, 
but for everyone: the 
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by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
C: Amen. 
 
All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in 
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Please be seated 
Announcements 
  
Please stand as you are able 
Great Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

 
 
Preface 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

whole church, the 
world, and its lead-
ers, and the local 
community. This kind 
of all-inclusive prayer 
is at the heart of 
Christian worship 
precisely because 
Jesus Christ died and 
rose again, not just 
for a few but for all 
people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sanctus 
As we draw close to 
God in this meal, we 
sing these words 
from the angels.  The 
words hearken back 
to Isaiah’s vision in 
the temple, where he 
hears the seraphim 
singing “Holy, holy, 
holy, Lord, God of 
power and might, 
heaven and earth are 
full of your glory.”   
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Thanksgiving at the Table  
P: In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 
P: The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all 
who are thirsty, come. 
Please be seated 
 
Lamb of God 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
We gather in prayer 
in response to the 
gospel heard in the 
proclamation that 
this meal is given 
“for you and for all 
people for the for-
giveness of sin.”  We 
find ourselves at the 
very heart of the gos-
pel message.  Christ 
not only speaks to us 
in the supper, but 
gives us what he is 
speaking about: his 
body and blood for 
the forgiveness of 
sins 
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Distribution  
 
Please stand as you are able 
Prayer after Communion 
P: We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup 
we have tasted the new heaven and earth where hunger and 
thirst are no more. Send us from this table as witnesses to the 
resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ 
name. 
C: Amen 
 
Blessing                                         
P: The Lord bless you and keep you... give you peace, in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Communion 

Today we will re-
ceive Holy Commun-
ion through wafers 
and pouring chalice. 
If you require gluten 
free, this will be 
available in pre-
packaged form.   The 
line forms from the 
front pews to the 
back, with the ambo 
side of the aisle go-
ing first followed by 
the organ side. 
Please use the Hand 
sanitizer provided 
before you receive 
the wafer.  Then pro-
ceed to the tray of 
cups. Both wine and 
grape juice will be 
available.  Please 
place your cup in the 
basket by the side 
aisle as you return to 
the pew.   
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Sending Hymn     “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” #712 

 
 
Dismissal 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P: Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal 
With the dismissal 
from worship, we are 
sent to serve the Lord 
through the unique 
gifts, talents, and 
relationships of each 
one of us.  This is not 
a conclusion of ser-
vice, but a start to 
what the next week 
will bring in our walk 
with Christ.  So it is 
fitting that the re-
sponse is a resound-
ing “Thanks be to 
God.” 
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Postlude       Setting of "Jesus Christ Is Risen Today"      R. Hobby 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
5201 Urbandale Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50310 
Pastor Michael Schmidt 

515-276-6873 
www.gracedm.org 

Welcome to Grace! 
Ministers —the people of Grace 
Pastor –  

 The Rev. Michael Schmidt  .......................... mike@gracedm.org 
Minister for Worship and Music –  

 Emma Stammer  .......................................... emma@gracedm.org 
Organist –  

 Rich Snyder ........................................................ rich@gracedm.org  
Minister for Administration –  

 Denise Friesth ............................................. denise@gracedm.org 
Minister for Communications –  

Michelle Voelker  .................................... michelle@gracedm.org 
Office Assistant for Worship 

Jessica Flannery…..…………………………..…..jessica@gracedm.org  
Custodian – Todd Haugen 
Usher –  Larry Nordeen 
Greeter –   
Liturgist – Kathy Bowermaster  
Lector –  Julie Honesy  
Communion Assistants –  Julie Honsey  
Tech Crew – Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson, 
Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer  
Counters – Alex Davik & Carter Woodruff  

 

http://www.gracedm.org

