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Grace Lutheran Church  
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
Seventh Sunday of Easter  

May 29, 2022 

9:00 a.m.  

Liturgical worship with piano 



2 

OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in 
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are 
here!  

The following information pertains to how things normally work. Pandemic changes to 
worship and communion will be announced in worship, and/or in the margins of the bul-
letin. However our mission, the love we feel for all people, and the ways we care for 
each other will remain unchanged. 

You can learn more about our congregation 

•on our website at www.gracedm.org 

•by asking a greeter or other members of the congregation 

•picking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall, 
or newsletters in the Entryway. 

Worship Online: During times when we are online-only, or when you cannot be with us 
in person, you can participate in worship on our website or Facebook page 
@gracelutherandm .  

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You 
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When 
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from 
the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to 
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for 
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your 
pew.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  

http://www.gracedm.org
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Listen! God Is Calling!  An East African Worship Service 

(based upon Tanzanian hymns and hymn tunes) 
 

Prelude   
 
Welcome 
 
Please stand as you are able 
                              "Listen God is Calling!" 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tanzanian Liturgy 
As we worship today, 
we celebrate the 
ways that we walk 
with our brothers 
and sisters in Christ 
from the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of 
Tanzania, especially 
those of the Msindo 
and Mararo parishes 
with whom we share 
a Companion Con-
gregation relation-
ship.  At Grace Lu-
theran Church, every 
time we have a 
month with five Sun-
days, we set the fifth 
one aside as a time 
to share in a worship 
setting with a Tanza-
nian Liturgy as well 
as the Altar candle 
stands.  In doing so, 
it serves as a remind-
er of our journey 
with these brothers 
and sisters, and oth-
ers throughout the 
world.  

Text ©2000 James C. and 
Judith A. Bangsund, Ma-
kumira University College 
(www.bangsund.co.tz).  
Tunes (and refrain from 
"Listen, Listen' God Is Call-
ing") ©1987 Makumira 
University College of Tu-
maini University (Tanzania). 
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Thanksgiving for Baptism 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
P: In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to 
life with Jesus Christ, and we are a new creation. For this saving 
mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, who was, who is, 
and who is to come. 
 
P: We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from 
your throne: through the earth, through the city, through every 
living thing. You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; You 
opened wide the sea for the Israelites. Now in these waters you 
flood us with mercy, and our sin is drowned forever. You open 
the gate of righteousness and we pass safely through. In Jesus 
Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. You nourish us and en-
close us in safety. You call us forth and send us out. In lush and 
barren places, you are with us. You have become our salvation. 
Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church once 
more. Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. Quench 
our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. To you, our 
Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory, 
praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
   
Gathering Hymn “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia”  #364  
    vss. 1 & 5 
Christ has arisen, alleluia. 
Rejoice and praise him, alleluia. 
For our redeemer burst from the tomb, 
even from death, dispelling its gloom. 
 
Refrain 
 Let us sing praise to him with endless joy. 
 Death's fearful sting he has come to destroy. 
 Our sin forgiving, alleluia! 
 Jesus is living, alleluia! 
 
Christ has arisen to set us free. 
Alleluia, to him praises be. 
Jesus is living! Let us all sing; 
he reigns triumphant, heavenly king.   
 
Refrain 
 Let us sing praise to him with endless joy. 
 Death's fearful sting he has come to destroy. 
 Our sin forgiving, alleluia! 
 Jesus is living, alleluia! 
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Greeting 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
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P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray, 
C: O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one 
will. Make us love what you command and desire what you 
promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, our hearts 
may be fixed where true joy is found, your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen  
 
Please be seated 
First Reading: Acts 16:16-34 
 16One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a 
slave-girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners a 
great deal of money by fortune-telling. 17While she followed Paul 
and us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Notes:  
Those who had en-
slaved a girl and used 
her powers to tell for-
tunes threw Paul and 
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High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.” 18She kept 
doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned 
and said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to 
come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. 
 19But when her owners saw that their hope of making money 
was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the 
marketplace before the authorities. 20When they had brought 
them before the magistrates, they said, “These men are disturb-
ing our city; they are Jews 21and are advocating customs that are 
not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.” 22The crowd 
joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped 
of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. 23After 
they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into pris-
on and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. 24Following 
these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fas-
tened their feet in the stocks. 
 25About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing 
hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to 
them. 26Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the 
foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the 
doors were opened and everyone’s chains were unfas-
tened. 27When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide 
open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he 
supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul shouted in 
a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29The 
jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling be-
fore Paul and Silas. 30Then he brought them outside and said, 
“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31They answered, “Believe on 
the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your house-
hold.” 32They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who 
were in his house. 33At the same hour of the night he took them 
and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were 
baptized without delay. 34He brought them up into the house and 
set food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced 
that he had become a believer in God.  
 
L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 97 
1The LORD reigns; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of the 
 isles be glad. 
2Clouds and darkness surround the LORD, righteousness and  
 justice are the foundations of God’s throne. 
3Fire goes before the LORD, burning up enemies on every side. 
4Lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and trembles. 
5The mountains melt like wax before the Lord of all the earth. 
6The heavens declare your righteousness, O LORD, and all the 
 peoples see your glory.  

Silas into jail for or-
dering the spirit to 
come out of her and 
consequently ruining 
their business. In pris-
on, Paul and Silas 
bring the good news 
of the gospel to the 
jailer and his family.  
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7Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in 
 false gods! Bow down before the LORD, all you gods. 
8Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, be-
cause  of your judgments, O LORD. 
9For you are the LORD, most high over all the earth; you are  
 exalted far above all gods. 
10You who love the LORD, hate evil! God guards the lives of the 
 saints and rescues them from the hand of the wicked. 
11Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the honest of heart. 
12Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous, and give thanks to God’s  
 holy name.  
 
Second Reading: Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 
 12“See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay ac-
cording to everyone’s work. 13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
first and the last, the beginning and the end.” 
 14Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have 
the right to the tree of life and may enter the city by the gates. 
 16“It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for 
the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the 
bright morning star.” 17The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And 
let everyone who hears say, “Come.” And let everyone who is 
thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a 
gift. 20The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am 
coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 21The grace of the Lord 
Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.  
 
Please stand as you are able 
Gospel Acclamation 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the Seventeenth 
Chapter 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: John 17:20-26 
 [Jesus prayed:] 20“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on 
behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, 21that 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Notes: 
The ascended Christ, 
hidden from our sight, 
promises to come 
again. We eagerly 
pray, “Come, Lord 
Jesus,” with all who 
respond to this invita-
tion.  

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation 
Old Lutheran liturgies 
often call this verse 
the "Gradual" which is 
based upon a Latin 
word meaning "step". 
We step up, with the 
Gospel acclamation, 
to hear the words of 
eternal life.  

 

Gospel Notes:  
Jesus prays that the 
life of his followers 
will be characterized 
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they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, 
may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you 
have sent me. 22The glory that you have given me I have given 
them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 23I in them and 
you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the 
world may know that you have sent me and have loved them 
even as you have loved me. 24Father, I desire that those also, 
whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my 
glory, which you have given me because you loved me before 
the foundation of the world. 
 25“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know 
you; and these know that you have sent me. 26I made your name 
known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with 
which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”  
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  

 

 
Please be seated 
 
Sermon   “One”  
 
Please stand as you are able  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

by an intimate unity 
of identity with God. 
To be so identified 
with God means also 
to share in God’s mis-
sion: to proclaim the 
word that will bring 
others into this same 
unity.  
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Hymn of the Day     “Beloved, God's Chosen”        #648
         

Creed    
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
P: God, in your mercy,  
C: hear our prayer.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creed 

The Apostle’s Creed 
is in a way the 
“Reader’s Digest Bi-
ble”.  If you took the 
Bible and did to it 
what Southern chefs 
do to green beans 
(cook them for 24 
hours), you would 
find the Apostle’s 
Creed at the bottom 
of the pot when you 
lifted the lid.   

 

Prayers of the       
People 

In the middle of wor-
ship, we pause to 
pray not only for our-
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P: In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us 
by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
C: Amen. 
 
All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in 
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Please be seated 
Announcements 
               

Please stand as you are able 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table  
P:  In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion  
P: The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all 
who are thirsty, come. 
 
Please be seated 
 
 

selves and our loved 
ones and their needs, 
but for everyone: the 
whole church, the 
world, and its lead-
ers, and the local 
community. This kind 
of all-inclusive prayer 
is at the heart of 
Christian worship 
precisely because 
Jesus Christ died and 
rose again, not just 
for a few but for all 
people.  

 

Lord’s Prayer 
We gather in prayer 
in response to the 
gospel heard in the 
proclamation that 
this meal is given 
“for you and for all 
people for the for-
giveness of sin.”  We 
find ourselves at the 
very heart of the gos-
pel message.  Christ 
not only speaks to us 
in the supper, but 
gives us what he is 
speaking about: his 
body and blood for 
the forgiveness of 
sins. 
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The Distribution  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Distribution  
 
Please stand as you are able 
Prayer after Communion 
P: We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup 
we have tasted the new heaven and earth where hunger and 
thirst are no more. Send us from this table as witnesses to the  
resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ 
name. 
C: Amen 
 

Communion 

Today we will re-
ceive Holy Commun-
ion through wafers 
and pouring chalice. 
All of the wafers are 
gluten free. The line 
forms from the front 
pews to the back, 
with the ambo side of 
the aisle going first 
followed by the or-
gan side. Please use 
the Hand sanitizer 
provided before you 
receive the wafer.  
Then proceed to the 
tray of cups. Both 
wine and grape juice 
will be available.  
Please place your cup 
in the basket by the 
side aisle as you re-
turn to the pew.   
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Blessing  
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord's face shine upon 
you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor 
and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn      “In Christ There Is No East or West”    #650      

 

 
       
Dismissal 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P: Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
C: Thanks be to God.    
Postlude  
  
  

Text ©2000 James C. and Judith A. Bangsund, Makumira University College 
(www.bangsund.co.tz).  Tunes (and refrain from "Listen, Listen' God Is Calling") ©1987 Ma-

kumira University College of Tumaini University (Tanzania). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal 
With the dismissal 
from worship, we are 
sent to serve the Lord 
through the unique 
gifts, talents, and 
relationships of each 
one of us.  This is not 
a conclusion of ser-
vice, but a start to 
what the next week 
will bring in our walk 
with Christ.  So it is 
fitting that the re-
sponse is a resound-
ing “Thanks be to 
God.” 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
5201 Urbandale Avenue 

Des Moines, Iowa 50310 
Pastor Michael Schmidt 

515-276-6873 
mike@gracedm.org     
www.gracedm.org 

Welcome to Grace! 
Ministers —the people of Grace 
Pastor –  

 The Rev. Michael Schmidt  .......................... mike@gracedm.org 
Minister for Worship and Music –  

 Emma Stammer  .......................................... emma@gracedm.org 
Organist –  

 Rich Snyder ........................................................ rich@gracedm.org  
Minister for Administration –  

 Denise Friesth ............................................. denise@gracedm.org 
Minister for Communications –  

Michelle Voelker  .................................... michelle@gracedm.org 
Office Assistant for Worship 

Jessica Flannery…..…………………………..…..jessica@gracedm.org  
Custodian – Todd Haugen 
Usher –  Larry Nordeen  
Greeter –   
Liturgist – Mary Freimuth Helt  
Lector –  Felica Adams  
Communion Assistants – Jane Ridnour & Hilary Woodhouse 
Tech Crew – Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson, 
Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer  
Counters – Tom McCleary & Jon Rissman  

http://www.gracedm.org

