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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name.

Welcome! ifthis is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are
here!

The following information pertains to how things normally work. Pandemic changes to
worship and communion will be announced in worship, and/or in the margins of the bul-
letin. However our mission, the love we feel for all people, and the ways we care for
each other will remain unchanged.

You can learn more about our congregation

e0ON our website at www.gracedm.org

eby asking a greeter or other members of the congregation

epicking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall,
or newsletters in the Entryway.

Worship Online: During times when we are online-only, or when you cannot be with us
in person, you can participate in worship on our website or Facebook page
@gracelutherandm .

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold
(often marked with a C:) aloud.

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.

Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from
the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.

Communion — We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your
pew.

If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.
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Prelude

Reflecting the theme of being led and following, the prelude is

an arrangement of the hymn "Lord, Take My Hand And Lead Me"
J. Behnke

Welcome

Please stand as you are able

Confession and Forgiveness

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast love en-
dures forever.

C: Amen.

L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

L: Merciful God,

C: we confess that we have not followed your path but have
chosen our own way. Instead of putting others before our-
selves, we long to take the best seats at the table. When met
by those in need, we have too often passed by on the other
side. Set us again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors. Amen.

L: Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to
our sins but delights in granting pardon and mercy. In the name
of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are free to love as
God loves.

C: Amen.
Gathering Hymn “Amazing Grace” #779
Greeting

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have

mer-cy.

%7Fu—o—,—ko—,+‘;

For the peace from above, and for our sal - va - tion, let us

Gathering

We come to worship
from different places.
Some directly from
work, others out of
weekend activities.
Some live around the
corner and others
from another county.
We gather to "do
liturgy", which
means literally, the
"work of the people".
We gather to do the
work of hearing the
Scriptures read and
proclaimed. We
gather to act out the
Gospel in the ritual
drama of the meal.
As we gather, God is
at work also, making
the Good News come
alive in our midst.



Hymn of Praise
Quite often in the
Bible, Jesus eats with
people and shares
parables about ban-
quets and feasts.
This hymn points us
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to the Lord’s Supper
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
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Reading Notes

In the story preceding
today’s reading, the
prophet Elijah flees
for his life to the secu-
rity of God’s moun-
tain. There God re-
veals to Elijah that
there are still other
faithful people in Isra-
el and commissions
him to anoint new
leaders, including his
own successor, Elisha.

Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray,

C: Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you,
and you favor us with true freedom. Keep us faithful to the
ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we
may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated
First Reading: 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21

“Then the Lord said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way to the
wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint
Hazael as king over Aram. ®Also you shall anoint Jehu son of
Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of
Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place.

¥So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat,
who was plowing. There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him,
and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his
mantle over him. 2°He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let
me kiss my father and my mother, and then | will follow you.”
Then Elijah said to him, “Go back again; for what have | done to
you?” ZHe returned from following him, took the yoke of oxen,
and slaughtered them; using the equipment from the oxen, he
boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then
he set out and followed Elijah, and became his servant.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Psalm 16

'Protect me, O God, for | take refuge in you; | have said to the
LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.”

2All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, upon those
who are noble among the people.

3But those who run after other gods shall have their troubles
multiplied.

41 will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, never take

their names upon my lips.

0 LORD, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who uphold my
lot.

My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; indeed, | have a rich
inheritance.

’I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me
night after night.

8l have set the LORD always before me; because God is at my
right hand, | shall not be shaken.

°My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also
shall rest in hope.



'For you will not abandon me to the grave, nor let your holy
one see the pit.

"You will show me the path of life; in your presence there is
fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures
forevermore.

Second Reading: Galatians 5:1, 13-25

'For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and
do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.

BFor you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do
not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but
through love become slaves to one another. “For the whole law
is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” ®If, however, you bite and devour one an-
other, take care that you are not consumed by one another.

®Live by the Spirit, | say, and do not gratify the desires of the
flesh. "For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and
what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are op-
posed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you
want. ®But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the
law. ®Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impuri-
ty, licentiousness, 2°%idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy,
anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, Z'envy, drunkenness, ca-
rousing, and things like these. | am warning you, as | warned you
before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of
God.

22By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 22gentleness, and self-control.
There is no law against such things. *And those who belong to
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and de-
sires. 2°If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation
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You have the words of e-ter- nal life.

- Lord, to whom shall we go?

Reading Notes

For Paul, the freedom
Christ gives is not
permission to do
whatever we want. It
is the invitation to be
what we could not be
otherwise. The power
and guidance of
Christ’s Holy Spirit
produce a different
kind of life, one
marked by the fruit of
this Holy Spirit.

Gospel Acclamation
Old Lutheran liturgies
often call this verse
the "Gradual" which
is based upon a Latin
word meaning
"step". We step up,
with the Gospel ac-
clamation, to hear
the words of eternal
life.



Gospel Notes

Jesus is unwavering in
his commitment to his
mission in Jerusalem
and will not be
swayed by pettiness.
In a series of striking
cases in point, he calls
his disciples to a simi-
lar single-mindedness.

Creed

The Apostles’ Creed is
in a way the
“Reader’s Digest Bi-
ble”. If you took the
Bible and did to it
what Southern chefs
do to green beans
(cook them for 24
hours), you would find
the Apostles’ Creed at
the bottom of the pot
when you lifted the
lid.
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P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the Ninth Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 9:51-62

"When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set
his face to go to Jerusalem. 2And he sent messengers ahead of
him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to
make ready for him; 53but they did not receive him, because his
face was set toward Jerusalem. **When his disciples James and
John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to
come down from heaven and consume them?” 5°But he turned
and rebuked them. %6Then they went on to another village.

5’As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “|
will follow you wherever you go.” ®8And Jesus said to him, “Foxes
have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man
has nowhere to lay his head.” *°To another he said, “Follow me.”
But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” ®°But
Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for
you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” ®'Another said, “I will
follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my
home.” ®2Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow
and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated
Sermon

Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day  “Will You Come and Follow Me” #798

Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,



the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
L: God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.

L: God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with
your Holy Spirit, we entrust these spoken prayers and those in
our hearts into your holy keeping.

C: Amen.

All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

Passing of the Peace
L: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!

Please be seated
Announcements

Please stand as you are able
Great Thanksgiving
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Prayers of the

People

In the middle of wor-
ship, we pause to pray
not only for ourselves
and our loved ones
and their needs, but
for everyone: the
whole church, the
world, and its leaders,
and the local commu-
nity. This kind of all-
inclusive prayer is at
the heart of Christian
worship precisely be-
cause Jesus Christ
died and rose again,
not just for a few but
for all people.



Sanctus

As we draw close to
God in this meal, we
sing these words
from the angels. The
words hearken back
to Isaiah’s vision in
the temple, where he
hears the seraphim
singing “Holy, holy,
holy, Lord, God of
power and might,
heaven and earth are
full of your glory.”

Lord’s Prayer

We gather in prayer
in response to the
gospel heard in the
proclamation that
this meal is given
“for you and for all
people for the for-
giveness of sin.” We
find ourselves at the
very heart of the gos-
pel message. Christ
not only speaks to us
in the supper, but
gives us what he is
speaking about: his
body and blood for
the forgiveness of
sins
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Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed...

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

P: In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the
banquet.



Please be seated
Lamb of God
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Please stand as you are able

Prayer after Communion

P: Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our
wounds and fed us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for
others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your
love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.

C: Amen

Blessing

P: The Lord bless you and keep you... give you peace, in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn “We All Are One in Mission” #576
Dismissal
L: Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude
Choral prelude on "If You But Suffer God To Guide You"
J.S.Bach
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Communion

Today we will receive
Holy Communion
through wafers and
pouring chalice.

The line forms from
the front pews to the
back, with the ambo
side of the aisle go-
ing first followed by
the organ side.
Please use the hand
sanitizer provided
before you receive
the gluten free wa-
fer. Then proceed to
the tray of cups. Both
wine and grape juice
will be available.
Please place your cup
in the basket by the
side aisle as you re-
turn to the pew.

Dismissal

With the dismissal
from worship, we are
sent to serve the Lord
through the unique
gifts, talents, and
relationships of each
one of us. This is not
a conclusion of ser-
vice, but a start to
what the next week
will bring in our walk
with Christ. Soitis
fitting that the re-
sponse is a resound-
ing “Thanks be to
God.”



Welcome to Grace!
Ministers —the people of Grace
Pastor —
The Rev. Michael Schmidt...... .cccceevennnen. mike@gracedm.org
Presiding & Preaching Today —
The Revd Gregory Nelson Davis, D. Min.

Vicar
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Minister for Worship and Music —
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Minister for Communications —
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Custodian — Todd Haugen
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Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer

Counters — Carter Woodruff & Alex Davik
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