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Grace Lutheran Church  
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost  

August 7, 2022 
9:00 a.m.  

Liturgical worship with piano 
Setting 6 
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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in 
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are 
here!  

The following information pertains to how things normally work. Pandemic changes to 
worship and communion will be announced in worship, and/or in the margins of the bul-
letin. However our mission, the love we feel for all people, and the ways we care for 
each other will remain unchanged. 

You can learn more about our congregation 

•on our website at www.gracedm.org 

•by asking a greeter or other members of the congregation 

•picking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall, 
or newsletters in the Entryway. 

Worship Online: During times when we are online-only, or when you cannot be with us 
in person, you can participate in worship on our website or Facebook page 
@gracelutherandm .  

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You 
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When 
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from 
the   ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to 
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for 
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your 
pew.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  

http://www.gracedm.org
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Prelude  
            
Welcome 
 
Please stand as you are able 
Confession and Forgiveness 
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast love  
endures forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one  
another. 
  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
L: Merciful God,  
C: we confess that we have not followed your path but have  
chosen our own way. Instead of putting others before our-
selves, we long to take the best seats at the table. When met 
by those in need, we have too often passed by on the other 
side. Set us again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves 
and free us to love our neighbors. Amen. 
 
L: Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to 
our sins but delights in granting pardon and mercy. In the name 
of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are free to love as 
God loves. 
C: Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn     “How Firm a Foundation”  #796  
 
Greeting 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
 

Kyrie 

 

Gathering 
We come to worship 
from different places. 
Some directly from 
work, others out of 
weekend activities. 
Some live around the 
corner and others 
from another county. 
We gather to "do 
liturgy", which 
means literally, the 
"work of the people". 
We gather to do the 
work of hearing the 
Scriptures read and 
proclaimed. We 
gather to act out the 
Gospel in the ritual 
drama of the meal. 
As we gather, God is 
at work also, making 
the Good News come 
alive in our midst.  

 

 

Kyrie 
In Mark 10 we hear 
of Jesus’ journey 
through Jericho to 
Jerusalem where he 
encounters            
Bartimaeus, a blind 
man, who hears this 
is Jesus and shouts, 
“Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on 
me.”  From that time 
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to the present, Jesus’ 
followers have 
prayed that same 
prayer to God: “Kyrie 
Eleison”   (“Lord, 
have mercy”). We 
are totally  
dependent upon 
God, so we pray for 
mercy in every  
aspect of life. 
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Canticle of Praise 

 

Hymn of Praise 
Quite often in the 
Bible, Jesus eats with 
people and shares 
parables about ban-
quets and feasts.  
This hymn points us 
to the Lord’s Supper 
as a foretaste of the 
feast to come.  This is 
an opportunity for us 
to hear and sing the 
hymn of praise with 
all the saints in heav-
en. 
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L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day  
L: Let us pray, 
C: Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and 
light of your church. Open our hearts to the riches of your 
grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you ap-
pear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
First Reading: Genesis 15:1-6 
 1After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vi-
sion, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall 
be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give 
me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 
Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Notes 
God promises child-
less and aging Abram 
that a child of his own 
will be his heir and 
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and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word 
of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one 
but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5He brought him out-
side and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you 
are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your de-
scendants be.” 6And he believed the Lord; and 
the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.  
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 33:12-22 
12Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! Happy the people 
 chosen to be God’s heritage! 
13The LORD looks down from heaven, and sees all humankind. 
14God sits firmly enthroned and watches all who dwell on the 
 earth. 
15God fashions all their hearts and observes all their deeds.  
16A king is not saved by the size of the army, nor are warriors  
 rescued by their great strength. 
17The horse gives vain hope for victory; despite its great 
strength  it cannot save. 
18Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD, upon those 
 who wait for your steadfast love, 
19to deliver their lives from death, and to keep them alive 
in time  of famine.  
20Our innermost being waits for you, O LORD, our helper and our 
 shield. 
21Surely, our heart rejoices in you, for in your holy name we put 
 our trust. 
22Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us, even as we place 
 our hope in you.  
 
Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
 1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction 
of things not seen. 2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received ap-
proval. 3By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by 
the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that 
are not visible. 
 8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a 
place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, 
not knowing where he was going. 9By faith he stayed for a time 
in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in 
tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the 
same promise. 10For he looked forward to the city that has foun-
dations, whose architect and builder is God. 11By faith he received 
power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah 
herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had 

that his descendants 
will number as many 
as the stars. Abram 
trusts God’s promise, 
and through this faith 
he is considered 
righteous.  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Reading Notes 
Abraham and Sarah 
exemplify the vision 
of faith that people 
of God enact in every 
age. Their hope and 
trust in God’s prom-
ise allowed them to 
face an unknown fu-
ture and to receive 
the promise of God.  
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promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one as good as 
dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven 
and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 
 13All of these died in faith without having received the promis-
es, but from a distance they saw and greeted them. They con-
fessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14for 
people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking 
a homeland. 15If they had been thinking of the land that they had 
left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 16But as it 
is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore 
God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has pre-
pared a city for them.  
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
Please stand as you are able 
Gospel Acclamation

 

 
Gospel Acclamation 
L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke the Twelfth Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel Luke 12:32-40 
 [Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, 
and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, 
an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and 
no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also. 
 35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those 
who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding ban-
quet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he 
comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the master 
finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt 
and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve 
them. 38If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, 
and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
 39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
Old Lutheran liturgies 
often call this verse 
the "Gradual" which is 
based upon a Latin 
word meaning "step". 
We step up, with the 
Gospel acclamation, 
to hear the words of 
eternal life.  
 

 

Gospel Notes 
Jesus encourages dis-
ciples to invest their 
hearts and live fully 
into God’s reign. In-
stead of facing life 
with fear, those who 
know God’s generosi-
ty are always ready to 
receive from God and 
to give to others.  
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hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be 
broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is com-
ing at an unexpected hour.”  
 
L: The Gospel of the Lord   
C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Please be seated 
Sermon    
            
Please stand as you are able 
Hymn of the Day        “Have No Fear, Little Flock”                 #764  
 
Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People  
L: Merciful God,  
C: receive our prayer.  
 
L: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us 
forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy  
Wisdom.  
C: Amen. 
 
All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in 
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers of the People 
In the middle of wor-
ship, we pause to pray 
not only for ourselves 
and our loved ones 
and their needs, but 
for everyone: the 
whole church, the 
world, and its leaders, 
and the local commu-
nity. This kind of all-
inclusive prayer is at 
the heart of Christian 
worship precisely be-
cause Jesus Christ 
died and rose again, 
not just for a few but 
for all people.  
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Passing of the Peace 
L: The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Please be seated 
Announcements 
 
Please stand as you are able 
Great Thanksgiving 

 

 
Preface 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Great  
Thanksgiving: These 
are among the oldest 
words in the liturgy.  
We lift our hearts to 
give attention to God.   

 

 

 

Preface:  
We praise God for 
God’s mighty acts. 
These words change 
with the seasons of 
the church year and 
serve as an invitation 
into the Sanctus. 
 
Sanctus 
As we draw close to 
God in this meal, we 
sing these words from 
the angels.  The words 
hearken back to Isai-
ah’s vision in the  
temple, where he 
hears the seraphim 
singing “Holy, holy, 
holy, Lord, God of 
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Thanksgiving at the Table  
L: In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 
L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Lord’s Prayer    
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
Invitation to Communion 
L: In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the  
banquet. 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

power and might, 
heaven and earth are 
full of your glory.”  

 

 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
We gather in prayer 
in response to the 
gospel heard in the 
proclamation that this 
meal is given “for you 
and for all people for 
the forgiveness of 
sin.”  We find our-
selves at the very 
heart of the gospel 
message.  Christ not 
only speaks to us in 
the supper, but gives 
us what he is speak-
ing about: his body 
and blood for the  
forgiveness of sins. 
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Lamb of God

 

 
Distribution  
 
Please stand as you are able 
Prayer after Communion 
L: Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our 
wounds and fed us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for 
others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your 
love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. 
C: Amen 
 
Blessing                                         
L: The Lord bless you… in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn “God of Grace and God of Glory” #705  
 
Dismissal 
L: Go in peace. Love your neighbor.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude            
 

 

 

           

Communion 
Today we will receive 
Holy Communion 
through wafers and 
pouring chalice. The 
line forms from the 
front pews to the 
back, with the ambo 
side of the aisle going 
first followed by the 
organ side. Please use 
the hand sanitizer 
provided before you 
receive the gluten free 
wafer.  Then proceed 
to the tray of cups. 
Both wine and grape 
juice will be available.  
Please place your cup 
in the basket by the 
side aisle as you re-
turn to the pew.   
Dismissal 
With the dismissal 
from worship, we are 
sent to serve the Lord 
through the unique 
gifts, talents, and re-
lationships of each 
one of us.  This is not 
a conclusion of ser-
vice, but a start to 
what the next week 
will bring in our walk 
with Christ.  So it is 
fitting that the re-
sponse is a resound-
ing “Thanks be to 
God.”  


